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Memorandum from Major J. C. IIaoghton, Officiating Agent, Governor General, 
l|^rth-East Frontier,—(No. 29, dated the Gtli September 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
in continuation of this Olhec Memorandum No. 23, dated the 25 th 
ultimo, for the information of the Hon'blc the Lieutenant-Governor. 


£rom Captain B. W. 1>. Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and 
Jynteoah Hills, to Major J. C. Hacguton, Officiating Agent, Governor 
General, North-East Frontier,—(No. 278, dated Cherra Poonjep,^ the 28th 
August 1802.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your lettev 
No. 17, dated the 23rd instant, in reply to my letters from 29th ultimo 
to lltli instant, and my Journal to the 9th instant; also calling for 
certain information in connection with the Jynteeah rebellion, and in 
reply to state as follows :— 

2. General Showers, c. b., I believe, alluded to the cutting up of two 
men carrying a Dak from Nurteng to Shillong Muutang in the "cold* 
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blooded murder” referred to in his instructions to me. He gave me, 
however, no, definite instructions on the subject,’and, on further consi¬ 
deration I concluded that, as the men were Sepoys carrying arms, they 
could scarcely be said to have been murdered. Neither General 
Showers, c. b., nor myself, ever thought of including in the category 
of murders the cutting off a party of the 38rd Native Infantry. The 
attack by the^Khassyahs was most fair, and the loss of so many men 
resulted from the cowardice of the Non-Commissioned Officer in 
Command, who, I believe, has been sentenced to a twelve-month's 
imprisonment. It was my intention to have excluded, under the in¬ 
structions issued by General Showers, the murders of some Coolies 
and others whose deaths resulted from their having shewn loyalty to 
Government. I understood, however, from your letters, both official 
and demi-official, that no exceptions whatever were to be made, and I 
am now pledged to take no subsequent notice of any thing which may 
have occurred during the- rebellion, provided, of course, the Rebels 
submit. It is as well. It would have been difficult, if not impossible, 
to trace the actual offenders, whilst the threat of punishing such would 
probably have had the effect of inducing the leaders of the rebellion 
to stay out under the impression that they might be consulted liable 
to the punishment of abettors of murder. As I have elsewhere stated, 
the settlement of the Jyntecah Hills is dependent on the submission 
of the leaders'. 

8. I think you have mistaken my meaning as to the grievances 
of the Rebels. What I meant to convey was that they had no general 
grievances, such as would in any way justify or account for the rebellion 
of som^, dozen Districts, the inhabitants of which, under ordinary 
circumstances, had not only nothing in common, but were also at feud 
with each other. The one grievance to which ’I referred was a solitary 
instance. The only interference with their religion, I speak under 
correction, occurred in the Jalong Ilakqh. This would not account 
for the rebellion in the Raliong District, the rulers of which, even in the 
face of a common enemy, have, up to this hour, if my information is 
correct, declined to co-operate with those of the Jowai District, to 
which the Poonjee of Jalong is subordinate. In speaking of a griev¬ 
ance, I refer to a thing,for which the Jyntecahs had a right to demand 
redress. I do not call the taxes a grievance, as the Government were, 
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of course, perfectly at. liberty to impose what taxes they pleased.on 
their own subjects. 

4. The only*information I at present possess with Regard to the 
interference with the religion of the Khassyahs alluded to above is based 
on hearsay evidence. As soon as the country is settled J propose to 
make a minute inquiry. Should the information I at present possess 
prove correct, I shall take very good care that the person implicated 
meets with his deserts. I have submitted no separate Report to Go¬ 
vernment, but on the conclusion of the enquiry alluded to I shall do 
myself the honor of forwarding that called for in the 4th paragraph 
of your letter under reply. 

5. I am very glad indeed to learn that Officers will be encouraged 
to acquire the confidence of the Ilill-men. It will be a difficult task. 
The Khassyahs are an exceedingly obstinate race. No Officer can 
expect to make way with them unless he makes himself thoroughly 
conversant with their language. Once this difficulty is overcome (and 
it will not take a year’s study), I believe that the Officer in charge will 
gradually gain that influence without which lie can never be certain 
of maintaining peace. I have always looked upon Police Stations as 
necessary evils. Without the assistance of Police it is difficult to 
obtain a knowledge of what occurg. On the Other hand, it is of the 
greatest importance to keep a careful watch over the proceedings of 
the Police themselves. In recommending fresh Police Stations, I had 
in view their being placed under the immediate eye of an Officer in 
special charge of the Jynteeah Hills. 

6. I have already explained my reason for closing some Hants. 
I have now the honor to report that, immediately on receiving yofrr 
first instructions, I removed all the restrictions I had previously laid on. 

7. I regret that you should consider my enquiry regarding the 
manner in which the two men of Nungba met with their deaths 
“ meagre and unsatisfactory." I am in hopes that the censure these 
words convey was passed under a misapprehension of facts. 

8. Lieutenant Williams (Adjutant, 33rd Native Infantry) on his 
return from Munsow brought in the news that a Detachment of his 
Corps had beaten off a large body of men who had disputed their 
passage and had killed two of their number. Lieutenant Wi lliam * 
who had heard the firing and seen the bodies of the supposed Rebels, 
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which, as stated in my Journal, some eighteen. Coolies expressed their 
inability to identify, seemed fully impressed with the truth of the story 
told by the Sepoys of the 83rd Native Infantry. The Ddllovc of Nungba 
was the • first to impugn the- veracity of the Guard. .But in face of 
Lieutenant Williams’ statements, the delay'whi.ch had occurred in making 
the complaint to me, and the fact of the Jowai Coolies having said 
nothing in support of the Dolloye’s story, in the course of two days, 
to either the Police Darogah or myself, though casually questioned by 
the former as to the fight, I could not but regard the complaint laid by 
the Dolloyc with great suspicion. I, however, requested Major (not 
Lieutenant) Langmore, Commanding the 33rd Native Infantry, to 
summon the Guard. On their arrival I examined the Havildar, Naick, 
and several Sepoys in presence of Major Langmore and the Dolloye. 
Their somewhat conflicting statements led me to the suspicion that, in a 
spirit of bravado, they had considerably exaggerated in their original story. 
1 found no reason to believe that the two men had been shot in cold 
blood. I considered that at the most the Sepoys had been guilty of 
an unfortunate, and much to be regretted, error in judgment. Taking 
the most unfavorable view of the entire evidence, the most that could 
be asserted was that the Khassyahs had been seen in arms close to 
where the Detachment of the 33rd Native Infantry had been cut up, and 
that the Sepoys, without ascertaining whether they were friends or 
foes, had fired at and killed them. Without justifying or indeed pass¬ 
ing any opinion as to the conduct of the Sepoys of the 33rd Native 
Infantry, I simply concluded that there were no prim't. facie grounds 
for believing that the matter lay within my cognizance as a Magis¬ 
trate. 

9. Colonel Richardson held no enquiry into the circumstances 
attending the deaths of these two men. My proceedings being 
preliminary and summary, and held chiefly with a view pf ascertaining 
if there were grounds for arresting the Sepoys on a Civil charge, were 
not recorded. 

10, I beg to observe that my general object in passing orders to 
friendly villagers not to carry arms was with a view of obviating such 
mistakes, as, I fear, occurred in the instance under consideration, vis., 
the taking of friends for foes. The orders conveyed in the 12th and 
13th paragraphs of yohr letter will receive my earnest attention. 



( 5 ) 


11. With reference to the concluding portion of the Gth paragraph 
of your letter under reply I have the honor to annex extract from a 
letter, to the address of your predecessor, from Major Rdwlatt. The 
letter is dated tlie 20th September 1860. 

“ 3. The introduction of these Acts amongst a people who arc 
totally illiterate will be a matter of some difficulty. Still, unless the 
Government is prepared to absolve them from all taxation, the attempt 
must be made, and by fully availing myself of part XI. of th<5 Income 
Tax Act, and the very liberal rules issued by the Supreme Govern¬ 
ment for our guidance, I do not anticipate that the difficulties to be 
encountered will prove insurmountable.” 

12. The probabilities are that those who may meet me will. In 
token of submission, lay down their arms. Under the authority con¬ 
veyed in the 8th paragraph of your letter I shall return them on their 
owners assuring me that they will not be again employed against the 
British Government. 


From Majok J. C. IIaughton, Officiating Agent, Governor General, North-Bast 
Frontier, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 85, 
dated the 6th October 1862.) 

Sin, 

In forwarding the annexed letter from Captain Morton, Deputy 
Commissioner, Cossyah and Jyntceah Hills, for the information of the 
Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor, 1 beg to observe that every docu¬ 
ment of the slightest interest received from Captain Morton has in¬ 
variably been forwarded to Government. II is Honor perused the 
original of all communications received by me up to 16th August, and 
copy of the correspondence was subsequently forwarded by me. 

The document referred to by Captain Morton in paragraph 5 of 
his letter is probably that dated 16th August, which was forwarded to 
mo by that Officer on the 18th, and transmitted with my Memorandum 
No. 74 on 20th August. 

It is very probable that it may have crossed the Lieutenant-Go¬ 
vernor enronte and gone on to Calcutta, in which case his ignorance of 
it is fully accounted for. 
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Fjrom Captain B. W. D. Morton, Deputy. Commissioner, Cossyali and Jyntceah Hills, 
to the Officiating Commissioner of Assam,—(dated Jowai, the 30th September 
1862.) 

Sir, 

I‘"Have the honor to acknowledge receipt of a copy of a letter 
No. 436T. of the 8th instant, from the Officiating Junior Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal, -to your address. The orders therein con¬ 
tained oh the'subject of the future administration of the Jyntceah Hills, 
and of matters connected with the rebellion, will meet my earliest 
attention. 

2. My object in writing to you in the present instance is to remove 
a misapprehension which certain expressions in the letter in question lead 
mo to suppose exists. The words to which I refer are these—“Para¬ 
graph 6. The Lieutenant-Governor was informed when at Clierra that 
no depositions had been recorded; that even the heads of the villages 
who had returned to their allegiance had not been examined; that no 
steps had been taken to ascertain from the rebel Leaders what they 
had to complain of.” 

3. I informed His Honor that no deposition had been taken. I in-* 
tended to convey, however, that the reason of this was that no Chiefs 
of sufficient influence had as yet delivered themselves up. 

4. On my first coming to Jowai, in June last, I examined the 
Dolloyes of Jowai and Shillong Muutang. The latter professed his 
ignorance of the cause of the rebellion. The former merely hazarded 
an opinion that it was owing to interference with religion at Jallong 
and the taxes. The Village of J owai is notoriously at the bottom of 
the rebellion; that of Shillong Muntang j oined the Rebels at the first, 
the Dolloye says, from fear. 

5. In the early part of August I sent an order to Hajun Manick, 
who was then in communication with the Rebels under Command of 
Ookkiang, rebel Dolloye of Jowai, and Mullon, rebel Dolloye of Mun- 
sow, to ascertain from the Rebels themselves the cause of their revolt. 
His reply I forwarded to you, but I am aware, from what the Lieute¬ 
nant-Governor told me, that it never reached Government. Hajun 
Manick, to the best of my recollection, stated that the Rebels 
gave out that they had revolted owing to the interference with a reli¬ 
gious ceremony at Jallong on the part of Sooikcc Naib Darogali. lie 
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gave no reply to my query. “Why did not the Rebels bring this 
interference to the notice of the Magistrate.” ? 

• 6. The fact is that the rebellion is the work of two men, to wit, 
Ookkiang Nongba and Million Dolloje, and until they submit it will 
be impossible to forward to Government any reliable information as to 
the cause of the revolt. In support of my assertion I may mention 
that yesterday the Rajah of Khassyah wrote to me that he had as 
yet been unable to meet Ookkiang Nongba; that he Had, however, 
met some fifty Rebels, all of whom said they could do nothing until 
Ookkiang set them the example. The Raja, convinced of the necessity 
of meeting Ookkiang in person, has this day sent his Muntrces |o 
arrange for an interview with the rebel Chief. I request the favor of 
your kindly forwarding a copy of this letter to Government. 


Memorandum from Ml job J. C. Baugh ton, Officiating Agent, Governor General, 
North-East Frontier,—(No. 31, dated the loth October 18G2.) 

Forwarded to the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal for the information of the Hon’bic the Licutenaut 
Governor. 


Memorandum from Captain B. W. D. Morton, Deputy Commissioner,—(dated 
Jowtu, 1st Oetober 1882.) 

Copy of Journal from the 27th to 30tli September 1862 forwarded 
to the Officiating Commissioner of Assam for his information. 

27th September, Saturday. —Nothing of consequence occurred 
to-day. . ' 

28th September, Sunday. —Ilajun Manick and the Kooars of 
Jynteeahpore came in to-day. Ilajun Manick states his belief that 
the Rebels are actuated by fear, hence the delay in their submission. 
He says also that Khassiahs arc not like other mortals, taking fifteen 
days to decide a question which would be disposed of in a day by any 
one else. I told him and the Kooars that I would discuss the ques¬ 
tion of the Pension claimed by the latter on the morrow. 
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' 29th September, Monday. —In the morning had an interview 
with the persons spoken of in yesterday's Journal. I explained 
to the Kooars that as far as heirship went I w r as satisfied that their 
claims were just. That, however, the matter was in the option of 
Government. That when at Syllftt I learnt that they had been unfa¬ 
vorably spoken of by the Magistrate of that District during the 
Jyntccali troubles of I860. That the Government might be disposed 
to think that', as some of the Rebels spoke of them as their Rajah 
and expressed their anxiety to have the Raj restored, they had suffi¬ 
cient influence to bring in the Rebels. I gave them Rupees 100 for 
expenses, directed those concerned to see that their party and that ac¬ 
companying the Rajah of Cherra were properly fed, and informed the 
Kooars that, in the event of the Rebels submitting forthwith, I should 
report very favorably on their claims. It appears to me that, in the 
event of the Rebels submitting, it would be both just and polite to 
give the Kooars the former Pension of Rupees 500 per mensem, on 
the distinct understanding that should the Jynteealis again revolt pay¬ 
ment of the same would be immediately suspended. The Kooars and 
Hajun Manick left for Shampoong at 11 a. m. From that they proceed 
to meet the Rajah of Cherra. I understand that the latter proposes 
to hold a Durbar to-morrow. 

30th September, Tuesday. — This morning some Muntrios of 
Rabou Singh, Rajah of KLyrim, came in on their way to Latoober 
whither they liaVc been sent by their master to arrange for an inter¬ 
view with the Rebel Chief of Jowai, Ookkiang Nungba. The Rajah 
says that some fifty Rebels, whom he has met with, state that until 
Ookkiang Nungba sets the example they can do nothing. Prokas 
Chunder, a Bengali Mohurir, informs me that Hajun Manick told him 
that if the Kooars used their influence the Rebels would submit. The 
Kooars know that my favorable report on their claim for Pension 
depends, in a great measure, upon the Rebels submitting to the autho¬ 
rity of Government. In the course of the day the Rajah, Ram Singh, 
sent in a message that as he could not get the Chiefs to meet him at 
Nurtcng, he was desirous of going into the jungle for that purpose and 
therefore required a tent. I made over one to his people. This 
reticence on the part of the Rebel Chiefs may be owing, as the Rajah 
says, to fear. It is, however, (in my opinion,) quite possible that they 
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arc temporising with a view of renewing the rebellion after their erefps 
arc stored. Lieutenant Sadlier reports that the rebel Ryots about 
Nurteng evince 'a strong disposition to submit ; tltey arc evidently 
waiting for action on part of their Chiefs. 


Memorandum from Major J. 0. ILvrrjjiTox, Officiating Agent, fftivcnior General, 
North-East Frontier,—(No. 22, dated the 20th October 1SG2.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
the information of Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Govenior. 


Cow of Captain Morton’s Journal from 1st to 11th October inclusive. 


1st and 2nd October, Wednesday and Tiivksdav. —Nothing 
of note occurred. 

3rd or October, Friday. —Rajah of Cherra sent in word to sa_\ 
he hoped this day to meet the rebel Chief, Ookkiang Nungba, 
at Latooher. I learn from Lieutenant Andrew that thousands of 
Rebels have assembled at Shampoong to speak with the Kooars and to 
see the gold sword, the property of "the late Rajah of Jynteeahpore. 
1 presume the number of Rebels at Shampoong is exaggerated. 

4tii October, Saturday. 

5tii October, Sunday. —No news of importance. The Patlvor of 
Nungba came in and requested me to send Troops to Nungba, as 
the Rebels had called upon him to pay a fine, or take the consequences. 
1 informed him that if 1 were to furnish a Guard to each village which 
demanded our aid there would he uo Troops left for offensive opera¬ 
tions. That if any of the Nungba men were afraid to remain at their 
village they might place themselves under the protection of olio of the 
Outposts. Nungba has never been marked for loyalty. 1 have sent 
two men to the llajali at Latooher, hut they have not returned as yet. 

Gtji October, Monday. —News from llajun Manick and the Kooars 
to the effect that they had met seven of the principal leaders of the 
rebellion, including Ookkiang Nungba, anl that six of them wished 
to submit. That the seventh, Ookkiang Nungba, talked of getting the 
aid of the Burmese, &t\ 
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‘7 th October, Tims day. —No news of importance. 

Sth October, Wednesday. — Started for Shillong ; reached Dingling. 

9th October, Thursday. —Itcaehcd Shillong. Found that the other 
Members of the Committee appointed by Government to settle upon 
the new Station had arrived. 

10th October, Fjuday. 

11th October, Saturday. —Accompanied by the other Members of 
the Committee examined the ground in the neighbourhood of Shillong 
and Ycodo. 

1:2 m October. —Marched to Dingling. 

,13th October, Monday. —Marched into Jowai. Found that the 
mediators had returned with unfavorable reports. The Rebels now de¬ 
mand their independence. Took down the statements of Ram Siug, Rajah 
of Clicrra, and Hajuu Manick, also examined llabon Singh, Rajah of 
Khyrim, who corroborated the statement made by the other witnesses. 

Urn October, Tuesday. —Sent a Telegram to Government, re¬ 
porting that, as the Rajahs had brought unfavorable news, the 33rd 
Native Infantry should be relieved and Mountain Guns sent up. AY rote 
drmi-offieially to the Secretary to the Government of .Bengal, and the 
Commissioner of Assam, forwarding to each a copy of the statements 
referred to in yesterday’s Journal. 


Examination of Timn Einjh, Uajnh of Cherm, and of his cousin, Hajuu 
Manidc, taken in the presence of Major Langmore, Commanding the 
33/v/ Xatirr Infantry, and Captain Morton, Deputy Commissioner in 
charge of the Khassyah and Jynteeali Hills, this loth day of October 
180:2. 

Ram Singh, Rajah of Clicrra, in reply to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner, states.—I met the following Dolloyes at Latoober, viz. .-—Million 
Dolloye of Munsow, the Dolloye of Rambai, the Dolloyc of Raliong, 
the Dolloyc of Sattoonga, the Dolloye of Nongjoongee, the Dolloyc of 
Shillong Montang. T did not recognise others, but the people told me 
all the Rebel Dolloyes were present. I met about 1,500 Rebels. L 
asked them why they had revolted, and they assigned as their reason 
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for doing so that the Police had interfered with their worship lit 
Jallong and had prohibited tlicir performing funeral obsequies at certain 
places: they said Solomon and Soorkec Darogahs had fio interfered. It 
was explained to the Rebels that this interference neither had been nor 
would be authorized by Government. On this the Rebels "complained 
of their Raj and expressed tlicir anxiety to have their taxes remitted. 
I asked the Rebels if they would submit to Government, and they said, 
“We will make friends with Government if our Raj is restored to us 
and our taxes are remitted.” 

Question .—I understood you to say that you Avere anxious to meet, 
the Rebels again on Saturday at Nurteng, Avhat more can they have 
to say ? 

Reply .— They wish to hear what Government will do. 

Question .—Government has all along definitely stated that on submis¬ 
sion the Rebels would be pardoned, but that no objections on the score 
of Raj, taxes, and the like could possibly be entertained; of what object 
then is another Durbar? 

lieply .—Though 1 have not heard so from the Rebels 7 am of opinion 
that they might submit if one of the Rajah's heirs, one of the Kooars, 
were allowed Commission on the revenue of the Hills as a set-off to the 
Government holding possession of them : this Commission to be in 
addition to the pension of Rupees 500 per mensem. The Rebels, I 
think, Avould like permission to be given to the Kooars to live at 
Jyntccahporc. 

The Rajah is informed that his suggestion cannot be attended to. 
lfajun Maniek, cousin of the former w itness, in reply to the Deputy 
Commissioner, states.— 

I first met the Rebels at Dowki Raznr on the Frontier of the 
Khyrim and the Jyntccah Hills. The following were amongst the 
persons 1 met, eh .:—A Sangot of JoAvai, a Langdo of jowui, a 
Langdo of l’addo, the Dolloyc of Danang, a Manjee of Lamin. I held 
a Durbar at Dowki Bazar, at wdiicli about 300 men attended; one of 
the Kooars was present. This Durbar Avas after the arrival of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. The persons Avhom I met said they Avon Id 
confer Avith tlicir Muntrecs, and also speak to Rabou Singh, Rajah of 
Khyrim, and in twenty days give me a reply. The parties mentioned, 
with the exception of the Langdo of Jowai, missed me at Jyntccahporc. 
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Tin* wonl RrM is insert dl lieiv 
ns elsewhere, ns in some eases the real 
J )olloyes have remained friendly, whilst 
the Rebels have elected other i)oll«>yes 
in their places. 

II. W. D. M. 


I met the Langdo of Jowai at Shampoong afterwards. There wero two 
Durbars held at Shampoong, sit the first of which •the Langdo was pre¬ 
sent. lie referred me to the Sirdars who were also present, and to 
whom, in pursuanec of my instructions, he had given my ring. At the 
(ii’st Durbar the following were present, rh. .—The Rebel Dollove of 
Jowai, Ookkiang Nungha, the Dollove of Shampoong, the Dolloyc of 

Raliong, tin; Dolloyc of Shillong Mun- 
tang, the Dollove of Rambai, a Pathor of 
Nurtcng, tlie Dolloyc (Rebel) of Nong- 
joongcc.* We conversed as follows :—In 
reply to me, the leaders mentioned, with 
the exception of Ookkiang, stated that tlie reason for the revolt was this: — 
When Major llowlatt went to Nurteng to appoint a Dollove, Solomon 
Darogah, (Ram l’atbor. Path or of Nungha) and Oodun, a Ilavildar of 
Police, gave out that if they (the Jynteahs) did not send all tlieir 
children to School they (the Police) would fine them heavily. The three 
men, so the Rebels told me, stated that Major Rowlatt had prohibited 
their engaging in Poojah. I asked the leaders why they did not com¬ 
plain to Major llowlatt, and they said that they understood that the 
Police were acting under his orders, and that they therefore did not see 
the use of complaining. 

Ookkiang Nungha and the men of Jowai Poonjee were sealed by 
themselves. On my asking them the reason of their revolt they replied 
that they had wished to hold a Poojah at Jallong, and had sent 
Maniek, their Dolloyc, to seek Major Rowlatt’s permission ; that 
Munich brought hack word that Major Rowlatt’s order was for the 
Poojah to he celebrated according to custom; that they accordingly set 
about tlieir Poojah, armed in the usual manner with shields, swords, See.; 
that Soorkee Darogah interfered and dishonored them hv taking away 
tlieir arms ; that they sent Maniek hack to tell Major Rowlatt; that 
Major Rowlatt returned word that if Soorkee had given them cause of 
complaint they must bring a formal complaint against him; that they 
did not complain, as they did not sec any use in doing so. 

Question .—Did you explain that the malpractices of the Police neither 
had been nor would he sanctioned by (lovenimcnt V 

Ite/ily .—I explained to them at tlie second Durbar at Shampoong 
that those practices were not authorised, and that they would lie 



( 1- ) 


pardoned if they submitted. They expressed their fears and stated that, 
notwithstanding the. proclamation, the Sepoys at .Munsow had stolen 
their dhan. I explained to them that, if they had to make any complaint 
of the Sepoys having acted in contravention of orders, they would he 
listened to after tendering their submission. 

Question .—Were you present when the Durbar was held at 

Latoober? 

llephj .—I was. With the exception of Ookkiang bfungfin, all the 
other Dolloyes mentioned hy me were present. Ookkiang was said to be 
sick. The Rebels said that if Government gave them every thing-, 
their Raj, excused them their taxes, &c., they would be satisfied. 
On this the Kooar said, “Don't say so, otherwise we shall he blamed and 
perhaps deprived of our pension.” The Rebels replied, “We have 
nothing to do with you. We will make whom we will Rajah.” 

Question .—I understood from your messenger that six out of the 
seven Dolloyes you had met at Shampoong were desirous of submitting, 
how is it that they have changed their minds ? 

Reply .—The six Dolloyes said they would submit, but oil the next 
occasion spoke of their Raj, and made, excuses with reference to the 
Sepoys having stolen dhan at Munsow. As stated I explained to them 
that any complaints they had to malje would be heard when they sub¬ 
mitted. They replied they would give a definite reply on Saturday 
next. 

Question .—On what occasion did the Rebels state to you that they 
would submit, if the offences of which they had been guilty (rebellion, 
&c.,) were enquired into in the presence of the Rajah of Chcrra and 
their lives were spared ? 

Reply .—Before the arrival of the Lieutenant-Governor the Dolloyes 
of Raliong and Shampoong stated so to the messengers whom L sent. 
I reported this to you at that time. 

Question .—What use is there of holding a further Durbar? 

Reply .—We told the Rebt-ls that they had once said they woidd sub¬ 
mit and that their present refusal would dishonor us. They replied 
that they would give us a definite reply on Saturday. 

Question .—To what do you attribute the apparent vaceillation on the 
part of the Rebels. Do you suppose they have been desirous of gain¬ 
ing time to store their crops ? 
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' R<i>hj .—It is possible they may have temporised to save their crops. 
It vs possMe they are rcaWy afraid. They are au uncertain race. 
Tliey used to behave in this manner in the Rajah’s time. 


From Captain B. AV. D. Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah ami 
Jynteoali llills, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(dated Jowa.i, 
the loth October 1802.) 

Sir, 

With reference to the statements made by the mediators, 
Ram Singh, Rajah of Clicrra, and bis cousin, Ilajun JVIauick, copies of 
which I forwarded to you yesterday, I have the honor to report that, 
at the request of the Rajah of Clicrra and Rahon Singh, Rajah of 
Khyrim, I have consented to the former again meeiing the rebel Chiefs 
on Friday next, with a view of obtaining from them a definite reply to 
the offer of pardon on submission tendered by .Government. 

2. The Rajah of Clicrra, on his meeting the Rebels at Latoobcr, 
agreed to bold a further interview on the day named, and, though I 
confess I do not entertain much hope of the Rebels now submitting, 
I am unwilling to disturb the arrangements made by the Rajah at the 
risk, perhaps, of unnecessarily offending him. I have, however, fully 
explained to him that Government cannot entertain the frivolous 
pretences set up by the Rebels. 

3. Au opinion is prevalent throughout the Hills that the Jynteealis 
have been temporising with a view of saving their crops and thereby 
securing a suflicicnt supply of food to enable them to continue their 
resistance. There can lie no question that they have succeeded in 
secreting sueli stores of grain as will keep them provisioned for some 
time. At the same time 1 am not of opinion that their doing so has 
been a preconcerted arrangement. To admit this supposition would 
be to attribute to the Rebels powers of combination which they 
certainly have not hitherto displayed a'nd of which the Khassyah 
mediators were in profound ignorance. 

4. It is my belief that the majority of the Rebel Dolloycs were, as 
reported by Ilajun Munich, in favor of submission, but that they have 
been overruled by the advice of the men of Jowai, the most powerful 
ilakah in the llills. 
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h. Should I he right, it may, I think, be fairly inferred that any 
• marked success against the Rebels of Jowai would result in the sub¬ 
mission of the eiitirc country. How to obtain this sffcccss against an 
enemy who scarcely, if ever, shews himself, and whose idea of victory 
consists not in the possession of his country, but in the proportion of 
men disabled on cither side, is indeed a diflicult matter to decide. 

0. With the aid of friendly Khassyahs we may hope to obtain some 

» . * * 

measures of success against the Rebels by night surprises. T believe, 
however, that the greatest client would be produced by the use of a 
few mortars or howitzers. There would be no difficulty with regard 
to carriage, (1 have seen one Khassyali walk up a Hill with a howitzer 
weighing some two mannds,) and, in the event of stockades being 
erected, the same would be taken, and great loss inflicted on the enemy 
with entire impunity to the attacking party. 

7. 1 take this opportunity of requesting that early instructions may 

be scut to me as to the line of policy to be pursued this cold season 
should the Rebels not submit, I mean as to the destruction or other¬ 
wise of their property. I further solicit sanction for the entertainment 
of a body of auxiliaries (Khassyahs of the Cherra or Khyrim ilakahs) 
to carry their own arms and to be paid during their service by Govern¬ 
ment. 1 believe that 100 of such auxiliaries, under their own leaders, 
and acting in concert with our Troops, would prove of great service. 
The Rajahs, T remark, arc bouud by their Sunnuds to furnish a comple¬ 
ment of men when called upon, and both Ram Singh and Rabon 
Singh have signified to me their perfect willingness to do so. 


From the IIon’ih.h A. Eden, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
tlio Secretary lo the Government of India, Military Department,—(No. 3943, dated 
the 27th October 18(>2.) 


Sir, 


I am directed to forward, for the information of His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor General in Council, 
the accompanying papers,* reporting the 
result of a meeting between the Rebel 
Jyntceahs and the Rajah of Cherra and Hajun Manick, who were 
deputed to explain to them the wishes and intentions of Government, 


* IVputy Commissioner, of theCossyah 

Hills, No.--, 151 li OetolMW. 

Statement, of Kujali of Cherra and 
1 Injun Manick. 
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from which it will he seen that the .Tynteoalis <lo not shew any immediate 
(fixjtoNiticu to submit to the authority of (iovernment. 

-• Ihvvious to the receipt of these letters the Lieutenant-Governor 
R-ul ordered up to Sylliet, there to await the orders of the Depuiv 

Commissioner of flic Cossvali and Jvntccuh 11ills, the 1 load-Quarters 
and flight Wing of the Kamroop Regiment front Fit treed pore, and the 
Left Wing of the same Corps from Chittagong. General Showers was 
at the same time requested to move the proper Authorities to anticipate 
the General Army relief by ordering up a Regiment to take the place 
of the 33rd Native Infantry, which is reported to he inefficient through 
sickness. I am to request that, should His Excellency see no objec¬ 
tion, immediate orders may he given for the despatch of the Regiment 
selected to relieve the 33rd. 

3. On receiving a report of the result of the second interview 
between the Rajah and the Jyntecahs, alluded to in the 1st paragraph 
of Captain Morton’s letter, the Lieutenant-Governor will suggest such 
further measures for adoption towards the Rebels as may then appear 
to him to he necessary and expedient on a full consideration of all the 
circumstances of the case. 


Memorandum from Major II. If. Burnt:, Deputy Secretary to tlio Govern¬ 
ment of India, Military Department,—(No 637, dated the 27th October 1862.) 

Eorwaedf.d to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
information. 


No. G3G. 

To the Quarter-Muster General. 


From Major II. K. Burne, Deputy Secretary to tlio Government of India, 
Military Department, to the Deputy Quarter-Master General,—(No 633, dated 
the 27th October 1862.) 

Sin, 

With reference to your letter No. 27G9 of the 23rd instant, 
and to previous correspondence on the same subject, I am desired 
to acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency the 
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Commandcr-iu-Cliicf, that Government authorises measures being taken 
for the despatch of Jthe'21st Native Infantry to Assam without delay. 
The Quarter-Master General has been informed by Telegram* 

of this arrangement, and I apt to re- 


* " Tho Bengal Government nr« 
anxious, on account of the sickly stafo 
of tho 33 rd Native Infantry, and the 
slate of those Districts, that the 21st 
Native Infantry should proceed at 
once to Jynteea.h Hills, which lias 
boon sanctioned, and the Deputy 
Quarter-Master General informed 
accordingly.” 


quest that the Commander-in-Cliief may 
be moved to arrange to supply the place 
of the 21st Native Infantry, a,s soon 
as conveniently practicable, on account 
of the heavy duties devolving on the 
Native Troops at the Presidency. 


No. 31)1)8. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Officiating Commissioner 
of Assam. 


No. 391)9. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Deputy Commissioner 
of the Cossyah and Jyntccah Hills. 


Memorandum from Major J. C. Bavoiiton, Officiating Agnnt, Governor General, 
North-East Frontier,—(No. 34, daftal the (ith November 1803.) 

Forwarded to Secretary, Government of Bengal, with the Ilon’ble 
the Lieutenant-Governor, for the information of Ilis Honor. 


From Captain I). W. D. Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and .Tynleeah 
Bills,—(dated Jmvai I’ooiijoe, the 23rd October 1802.) 

Copy of Journal from Wednesday, the loth October, to Thursday, 
the 23rd October, forwarded to the Commissioner of Assam, for his 
information. 

15th October Wednesday. —Wrote demi-officiallv to Major James, 
also publicly to the Secretary*to the Government of Bengal, explaining 
that, in my opinion, the Jowai Rebels were accountable for the un¬ 
favorable turn in affairs, and urging the necessity of sending np Moun¬ 
tain Artillery. I referred again to this subject, as Mr. Eden informs 
me that General Showers, c. a., states there appears no necessity to 
send up Guns. 
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ICth Octobek/Thursday. —Nothing of consequence occurred. 

17tii October Friday. —The Rajah of Chcrrg, accompanied by 
Ilajun Mairiek and the Kooars, proceeded to Nurteng. Itabon Singh 
has gone jto Pouriong. 

lSrii October, Saturday, to 20rd October, Saturday. —The Cherra 
Rajah had met the Rebels of Jowai. Nothing came of the 
meeting, 'fhe several Rebel leaders arc gathering for a eonfereneo 
at Mobookhon, distant some ten miles North of Nurteng. 1 learu 
front Ilajun Manick that the mediators, on finding that all the lead¬ 
ers had not come according to appointment, proposed to leave, but that 
trite' Rebels who were present detained them on the ground that 
they were anxious to hold a Durbar. Ilajun Manick is therefore 
of opinion that there is a chance of their coming in. A Rebel 
came in to-day from the jungle ill with fever. 1 directed him to 
remain at the Poonjec. 


From Captain B. AV. D. Mouton, Deputy Commis-ioiier of tlie Cossvali and JviiUvali 
Hills, to the Ollkiuting Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(dated Camp 
Jowai, the ‘J'sth October lfjtia.) 

SlK, 

1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
No. 31%, dated the ‘Jtli instant, by the provisions of which 1 shall he 
strictly guided in any operations which it may he necessary to carry 
on against the insurgent Jyntccahs. 

2, The aspect of affairs has, however, changed since the date on 
which the letter under reply was written. The Jyntccahs now openly 
demand their independence. 1 did myself the honor of forwarding the 
statements made by the Rajah of Cherra and Ilajun Manick of their 
proceedings at Latoobcr and Shampoong. As explained in my accom¬ 
panying letter the Rajah of Cherra proposed to hold a further interview 
with the heads of the rebellion at Nurteng. A Durbar was accordingly 
assembled at a village called Mobookhon, distant some two and a half 
hours journey to the north of Nurteng. 1 have the honor to forward a 
statement made by the Rajah of what transpired at this meeting. 
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3. I still believe that, as is generally reported, there is a strong feel¬ 
ing in favor of submission on the part of a large section of the Rebels. 
Unfortunately, however, this section is not the most influential one. 
The Jowai men, *vith Ookkiang Nungba at their head, arc, I consider, 
chiefly to blame for the present state of affairs. 

4. This brings me to an important point regarding which I am 
desirous of obtaining orders. The Government are aware that f Rabon 
Sing, Rajah of Khyrim, has professedly used his influence with the 
Rebels in favor of submission. 1 regret, however, to state that I have 
reason to suspect his good faith, I have repeatedly heard that he 
possesses very great influence over the men of Jowai, but I am by no 
means convinced that be lias used that influence as lie might have done. 
This may have arisen, as I previously hinted, from a feeling of jeal¬ 
ousy towards liis co-mediators. If so, as the field is now* clear, we may 
expect some good result from liis individual efforts. Should no such 
result follow, and should lie, on one pretence or another, neglect, as he has 
hitherto done, to comply with requisitions for Coolies, See., I think that 
Government should, in sonic marked manner, convey to him their dis¬ 
approbation of liis conduct. This might be done cither by a seizure of 
bis person or occupation of liis principal village until lie thought fit to 
adopt a different line of behaviour. 

5. With regard to the Kooars I have submiffed a separate Report. 
It is only necessary to mention here my belief that their presence in 
the neighbourhood of these Hills tends to excite the Rebels, and that 
they should, therefore, be removed from Sylliet to Calcutta. The 
Rajah of Cherra has, 1 think, done his best at no small inconvenience to 
himself, and 1 think ought to be rewarded. 1. shall submit a further 
report with regard to him. 

G. I have the honor to submit a list of stations at which I propose 
to locate Troops. Colonel Richardson is of opinion that these Detach¬ 
ments should he of the strength noted. These posts will admit of all 
desirous of submitting availing themselves of protection. Those who prefer 
to remain in unprotected villages may be considered Rebels in disguise 
and ought, I think, to he warned that any overt-acts of sympathy with 
those in arms against Government will subject them to punishment as 
abettors. I am of opinion that one hundred men should he pushed up 
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from Assam to the boundary ot the A ony (loot District with a view of 
giving confidence to the Mikirs. I take this opportunity of stating my 
opinion that, unless it is intended to send up a fresh Corps to relieve 
the 28th, the departure of the latter from Assam and these Hills 
should be'postponed. 

7. I have the honor to point out that the Rebels arc in the habit 
of harassing those who arc really loyal. In many instances they have 
committed wholesale acts of plunder. The sufferers ought, I think, 
to be reimbursed, but how this is to be done, unless Rebel property is 
seized in satisfaction of losses sustained, I am unable to decide. 


(Statement made by Ram Sing, Rajah of Cherra, at Jowai, this 27th day 

of October 1802. 

I met at Mobookhon, Ookkiang Nungba of Jowai; Ookma 
Langdo and Oosan Salloo of Jallong; A Pathor of Nurteng and the 
Dolloyes of Shamphong and Nongjoongi. About 500 or 000 Rebels 
attended the Durbar. Ookkiang Nungba, who has been elected Rebel 
Lushker, was the spokesman. lie said that, if the Raj was restored 
and the Hills relinquished by Government, the Rebels would make 
friends, but that they wished neither to sec nor have any thing to do 
with Government. 11c assigned as his reason for saying so that their 
Poojah had been interfered with. He referred also to Government 
having in Colonel Lister’s and Mr. Inglis’ time taken the Guns and 
wealth belonging to the Rajah of Jyuteeahpore. Also that in Mr. Scott’s 
time the Jyntceahs had made roads through tlicir territory on the under¬ 
standing that the country would not be annexed by Government. I 
explained that it neither was nor had been the intention of Government 
to interfere with their Poojah and customs, but Ookkiang said I was 
deceiving him. I said “if you don’t trust me I’ll leave my brother or 
myself in your hands, and if Government in any way falsify my word, 
you may cut the hostage in pieces”. Ookkiang would not agree. I am 
of opinion Ookkiang Nungba and Million Dolloyc of Munsow arc of 
the same mind. The Dolloyes of Ralliong and Shampoong arc, I 
think, in favor of submission, but Ookkiang said he would cut the 
children in pieces if they gave in. I don’t know whether the Kooars 
can do any thing towards getting in the Rebels. Ookkiang twitted 
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them. After the Durbar was over Hajun Munich and I left. The 
Ji.oon.rs also wont to their lmt. 0 ok kiting Xunglia and twenty men 
went after the Kooars, with whom they conversed fon about half an 
hour. I did not inquire what transpired. I have no hope that liabun 
Sing and I can do any thing further. 

Read over to the Ilajah of Cherra in Oordoo, which lie understands, 
and acknowledged correct. 

B. W. D. Morton-, 

Deputy Connnr., Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills. 


List nf Posts to he established in the Hilts. 


Name of Villages. 


Number of Men. 

Whence to be supplied. 

Jowai ... ... 


100 

Depot Jyntcealipore. 

Nurteng 


hi) 

Depot Jowai. 

A Village north of Nurteng 


40 

Nurteng. 

M unsow ... 


50 

Nungba. 

Nungba. ... ... 


50 

Depot Jowai. 

Shilliong Muntang 


» 40 

Nurteng. 

Neighbourhood of Saltoonga 


50 

Sitting iluzar. 

Silting Bazar ... 


50 

Depot, Moolagool. 

Burghat ... 


50 

Depot Jyntceabpore. 

Sappcng 


20 

Burgbat. 

Bat.tao 


20 

Burghat. 

Nongtalong 


00 

Jynteeahpore. 

Total 

... 

070 



Two Columns, of at. least, 100 strong each, accompanied by fifty friendly armed 
Khassyuhs, to bo employed in dispersing armed bodies of Rebel?. The Sylhet Fron¬ 
tier to bo guarded by the Furreedporo Regiment. That of Assam to be similarly 
guarded by tho Local Corps and Wing of Sikhs. Further proposed that a Detachment 
of two Local Corps (13rd Native Infantry) 100 strong, to be provisioned from Assam, 
ba pushed up under tho Command of an English Officer beyond the Mikir Frontier 
in tho direction of the Nongfloot Illakah, to patrol that, part of the country and give 
the Mikirs (a most cowardly ra.*e) confidence. 

R. W. D. Morton, 

Deputy Commr., Cossyuh and Jyntre.ah Hills. 
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Jelogram from Captain Morion’, .Jowai, to the Otiimting Seeret.vy to the (invent- 

meat of Bengal. 

Rebels do pot molest our escorts. We remain on t lie defensive. 
On arrival of the Punjabees wo will commence offensive operations 
against Stockades and the Rebels of Jowai.—lltli, 6-10. 


Telegram from Cat-tain Mokton, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,—(dated the 7th November 1862.) 

Large body of Rebels reported to have gone eastward towards 
North Cachar. Rajah of Clierra says Rebels will attach Clierra. Rebels 
will attach ChciTa perhaps. Rebels in the south-west have commenced 
petty hostilities. Two fresh Stockades reported. Arrival of Mortar 
and Troops urgently looked for.—13th, 16-50. 


Telegram from Captain Morton, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal,—(dated Jowai, the 8th November 1862.) 

Villages near Clierra reported wavering. Panics occur there. 
33rd almost ineffective from sickness. The promised Kainroop.s for 
tho Frontier and Punjabees for the Hills urgently required.—1 1th, 
10-50. 


Telegram from Captain Morton, to tbo Officiating Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal,—(dated Jowai, the Gth November 1862.) 

No news of importance. There is a report that Rebels are tamper¬ 
ing with the men of Paunch Poonjeo near Clierra. Troops much 
required.—13th, 10-45. 


Telegram from the Commissioner of the Dacca Division, to the Officiating Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, - (dated i'unvcilpore, the loth November 1832.) 

I Forward the following messugo from Major Houghton, Com¬ 
missioner of Assam, dated Clierra Poonjeo, 11th November:—• 
" 1 arrived here on Saturday evening. A small party of Rebels were 
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reported to bo at Bor Poonjee. Lieutenant Worsley started by a dr- 
euitous route to enj; them oft'. He left this at 2 a. m. x Sunday morn¬ 
ing. At the saino hour some of the .Rebels, probably thoso already 
mentioned, burnt down the Government Bungalow and killed two 
natives at Terria Ghat at hoot of the Hills. “Worsley should have met 
them on tlieir return, but we have no news of him yet. No further 
news from Morton. The rebellion appears to be confined *to the 
people of Jyntoeah.—loth, 15-10. 


From Captain Morton, «latnl l.'th October 1802. 

„ „ „ -’Sill 

Telegram (rum Curtain Morton, dated 0th Nuvi'mhor 1802. 

.. 5. » 11 t'ti' » n 

,, i, ii ii (till ,, „ 

„ „ » . ” 

,, ,, (Ulniatina' Culmni.-.iium'r of Assam, dated 

lltli November 1SB2. 


From tlio ITon'blg A. Ki>kn, Offieiating Secretary to tins Covmmiciit of Penpal, to* 
the Officiating Commissioner of Assam,—(No 25 - 24 , dated (lie lblli November 
180 - 2 .) 

Silt, 

“With reference to the letters and telegrams marginally noted, 

I am directed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor 
to say that the hope 
which he long enter¬ 
tained that the Rebel 
Khassyahs of the Jynteeah Hills would accept the oiler of pardon which 
was made to them oil condition of their submitting to the authority of the 
Government, and would return to their allegiance, has now passed away. 

2. Notwithstanding this oiler, and the sustained endeavors that have 
been made by the Local Officers, both by direct means and through tho 
agency of friendly Klmssyah Chiefs and other mediators, to indueo 
them to adopt the wiser course, they persist in defying the power of 
the Government and in maintaining an attitude, not only of determined 
resistance, blit of hostile aggression. 

3. This course of proceeding, the Lieutenant-Governor has every 
reason to believe, is contrary hi the inclination and convictions of a. 
great majority of the Khassyahs of Jynteeah— even of those who are in 
arms against tho Government; but the Rebels act in blind obedienco to 
the command of a fc« Leaders who exercise a baneful influence over 
them, and by whoso example and persuasions they arc unfortunately 
led. 
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4. Although Military operations have never been entirely suspended 
in the Hills , yep for some months past tho Troops have acted on the defen¬ 
sive. This would, under any circumstances, have been unavoidable owing 
to the unhealthiness of the 33rd Native Infantry, tho absence of a consi¬ 
derable portion of the 44th Native Infantry on detached duty in Cachar, 
and tho inconvenience of moving Troops from other quarters during tho 
rains. • But it was well that no active movements should take place while 
negociations with the Rebels were on foot, and while it was yet uncertain 
whether they would submit or not. To have harassed and irritated tho 
people by desultory attacks on villages suspected ofliostile intentions and 
'by measures of severity such as were recommended by tho Deputy Coin- 
Jnissioner, while at the same time tho Government was inviting tho 

Itebels to submit by a promise of a general Amnesty, would only have 
served to arouse their suspicions as to tho sincerity of the promise, and to 
exasperate those who were inclined to be peaceable, while it could havo 
led to no permanently useful result. 

5. Captain Morton’s letter of the 1 oth October left little hope that 
tho rebel Chiefs would surrender, and the subsequent accounts that have 
reached tho Lieutenant-Governor from Cherra, chiefly in an unofficial 
shape, arc conclusive as to their^determination to resist. Previous to tho 
receipt of that letter His Honor had requested that a Regiment of Native 
Infantry might bo sent to relieve the 33rd Native Infantry, and had ordered 
up the Kamroop Regiment from Furreedporo and Chittagong to Sylhet, 
where they might be available for any service required of them. From 
Darjeeling, where tho Lieutenant-Governor received Captain Morton’s* 
letter. His Honor wrote unofficially to you, knowing that you wero to 
be at Cherra Poonjeo early this month, desiring you to complete the orga¬ 
nization of the present means of carriage so that it might bo sufficient 
for the Force to bo employed against tho Itebels duriqg the cold season, 
and authorizing you, at your discretion, to exclude from tho Amnesty 
tho leading Chiefs and those concerned in recent outrages on tho Sylhet 
Frontier if, within a given date, the Rebels should not submit. 

6. Since the Lieutenant-Governor’s return to Calcutta ho has boon in 
personal communication with the General Commanding tho Presidency 
Division as to tho plan to bo pursued in tho forthcoming operations and 

. tho Force neccessary for carrying it out, and His Honor is informed by 
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General Showers that tho 28th Native Infantry, now at Gowhatty, ' 
will march into the Hills from tho northward; that the Detachments of 
the 41th Native Infantry in Caehar and Sylhet will be called in,; that the 
Eurasian Arfcillerymt Dacca will be sent up to Cherra Poonjee with Mor¬ 
tars, and that Colonel Dunsford, who now Commands the 28th Native 
Infantry, will direct the Military operations of the whole Force. 

7. The Lieutenant-Governor has ordered the 1st Battalion of Betf- 
gal Military Police to Cherra Poonjee to serve under the orders of tho 
Officer Commanding the Troops in the Hills. 

8. There will thus bo three full Regiments of Seikh Infantry in tho 
Hills and one of Goorkhas, besides Mountain Artillery; the Sylhet and # 
Caehar Frontier will be guarded by tho 33rd Native Infantry and the 
Kamroop Regiment; and on the Northern or Assam Frontier the posts 
will bo held by the 43rd Nativo Infantry, whoso Head-Quarters are at 
Gowhatty. This Force, tho Lieutenant-Governor does not doubt, will, 
under tho ablo Command of Colonel Dunsford, completely subdue all 
resistance among the Khassyahs of Jyntecah in the course of this season 
and effectually clear the way for a peaceable settlement of the District 
before the next monsoon sets in. It is intended to arm a Company of 
each Nativo Infantry Regiment of the Force with two-grooved rifles. 

9. Tho Lieutenant-Governor has reejuested Colonel Beadle, in com¬ 
munication with Major Dalton, the Commissioner of the Chota Nagporo 
Division, to raise a body of 500 Danger Coles to be available as means 
of carriage for tho Troops if required. They will be raised at a fixed 

t rate of wages for the primary object of making i*oads in the Hills, a 
duty on which they will bo most usefully and economically employed, 
but on tho understanding that they may be employed as Coolies to carry 
baggage and supplies, and that while so employed they will receive 
batta. Tho Commissioner of Dacca has also been authorized to pur¬ 
chase ponies to bo used as beasts of burden for tho same purpose. 

10. No active operations will bo taken against the Rebels until 
Colonel Dunsford arrives in tho Hills with his Regiment and takes 
Command of tho whole Force, or until he dooms it expedient to proceed 
on a rogular plan and has a sufficient Force at his disposal to undertake it. 

11. As you are now on the spot, you will assume tho direct Civil 
management of the District and of all affairs connected with the 

4 
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•rebellion and with Hie relations of Government towards tho Khassyah 
Chiefs so far as you may think necessary, employing Captain Morton 
in a iif war ill which li is services may bo made 'most useful. You 
will remain in the Hills till the rebellion is put down-and the authority 
of the Government effectually restored, and, until this duty is com- 
plctcdj yon aiv authorized to make over the ordinary duties of tho 
Commissioner’s Offico to the Judicial Commissioner, Major Agnew. 
Another Officer, if required, will be sent to relievo Major Agnew of tho 
duties of Judicial Commissioner. 

12. The Proclamation declaring the Jynteeah Hills to bo in a state 
of rebellion is still in force, though the Commission issued on 2nd 
April last, under Act XI. of 1857, has been revoked. A new Commis¬ 
sion has this day issued to you and Captain Morton to try cases under 
that Act. 

18. It has been suggested by Captain Morton that the friendly 
Khassyalis should be employed against the Rebels, and that tho Chiefs 
should be required to 'assist the Government in accordance with the 
terms of their engagements. It appears to tho Lieutenant-Governor 
very doubtful whether it w 7 ould be prudent to act on his suggestion to 
the extent of requiring the Chiefs to send armed men into the field; but 
the means exist of employing fri endly Khassyalis in a far more effectual 
way by enrolling them temporarily in the Police under the Officers of that 
Force, and this may be douc to any extent which you think safe and de¬ 
sirable. The Lieutenant-Governor authorizes you to offer rewards not 
exceeding Rupees 1,000 for the apprehension of Ookkiang, and not ex¬ 
ceeding Rupees 500 for the apprehension of those other Rebel Dolloyos 
and Leaders whose capture is, in your opinion, likely to hasten tho 
peaceable settlement of tho district. 

14. As to tbo policy to be observed towards tho Rebels yon aro 
referred to paragraphs G and 7 of my letter No. 3497, dated the 9th 
October, and I am to remind you that the object of the Government is 
to protect the lives and property of all who aro disposed to submit; to 
punish those actually in rebellion, whither bearing arms against the 
Government, or assisting those who do; an 1 to restore tranquillity. You 
should therefore impress this on the Officer Commanding tho Troops, so 
that destruction of villages and other property and acts of indiscrimi- 
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liate severity may be avoided, so far as may be consistent with the exi¬ 
gency of Military operations. 


No. 4525. 

Copy forwarded to the Government of India, in tlio Home Depart¬ 
ment, for information. 


No. 4526. 

Copy forwarded to Brigadier-General Showers, c. b., Commanding 
Presidency Division. 


No 4527. 

Extract copy, paragraph 11, of the above letter forwarded for the 
information and guidance of Major Agnew, Judicial Commissioner of 
Assam. 


No. 452S. 

Extract copy, paragraph 9’ forwarded to the Officiating Secretaiy 
in the Public Works Department of this Office, for information and 
guidance. 


No. 4529. 

Extract copy, paragraph 9, forwarded to the Commissioner of Chota 
Nagpore for information and guidance. 


The following Telegram received from Furreedpore from Commmioner of Dacca. 

I forward the following messago received from Major Haugkton, 
dated Cherra Poonjee, 13th November^— 

The Rebels have expressed an intention of rejecting all compromise, 
harassing our Frontier as much as possible, and if this fail to ensure 
their independence they say they will retire beyond our Frontier. They 
have commenced acting on the offensive in several directions. I have 
therefore urged the despatch of Troops as they arrive in Sylhet to this 
place, and also have wi’itteu to Sylhet for such Troops as can be spared. 
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1 tore roq«K*tc<l that the European Artillery at Dobrooghur bo called 
^\?n and detaineil at Gowhatty, ami what Troops con bo spared sent 
hither. ISth 'November 18(52,10-30 a. m. 

No. 4535. 

Copy forwai’ded for the information of the Government of India, 
in the Home Department, in continuation of endorsement No. 4525 
of this day’s date. 


No. 45531. 

Copy forwarded for the informat ion of Brigadier-General Showers, e. b., 
Commanding Presidency Division, in continuation of endorsement 
No. 4526 of this day’s date. 


From the Hon'bi.e A. linns, Officiatin'? Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department,—(No. 4533, dated 
the 18th November 186:2.) 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Lieutenhnt-Govemor to forward to yon 
the accompanying copy of a Tolegram from Major Haugliton, dated 
Cherra Poonjee, the 13th instant, and strongly to nrgo that His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor General of India may be moved to issue orders for 
the despatch of mortars to the Hills. 


From Major J. C. Hacghton, Officiating Commissioner of Assam, and Governor- 
Geneval’s Agent, North-Fast Frontier, to the Officiating Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal,—(No. 170., dated Cherra Poonjee, the 12tli November 1862.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report, for the information of the Hon’ble 
the Lieutenant-Governor, that 1 arrived at this Station on the evening 
of the 8th instant from Assam. 

2. On the journey hither by the old road I experienced no difficulty. 
The old road via Noncklow, though requiring repairs of a trifling nature, 
much surprised me. It must have been a work of very great cost and 
labor, it is capable of being maintained at a small expense, and should 
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• 

on no account be abandoned, for it not only affords a valuable lino of 
‘communication for Military purposes, but it is almost the only outlet for 
commerce to a large tract of country. The Department of Public 
Works will be rertiinded of the orders of Government for its maintenance: 
the only portion of this road which lies through jangle is that from 6ro 
miles beyond “Ranee Godown” to tho same distance beyond “ Oomlooiy’ 
after which the entire route is through open grass-covered hills sprinkled 
with pines, with rarely a steep ascent. The passage of tho “ Bor Panee” 
and the ascent therefrom to Nuncklow may be said to be the only 
difficulties, and again there is a steep descent and ascent to and from 
tho Kala Panee. The entire route is practicable for guns, though in 
one or two places tho aid of Pioneers wmild be required to replace the 
road which has given way. I have been particular in describing the 
route, as a mistaken impression regarding it appears to exist. The 
sparseness of the population makes it difficult to obtain Coolies, tho only 
means of carriage, or provision, for large numbers. 

3. I found a Guard of about thirty men at "Myrang,” in tho 
Nuncklow Rajah’s territory. The Kooar, tho Rajah's Chief Officer, 
and several others, his headmen, met me at the first stage from 
Gowhatty. They had sent fifty Cookes to Gowliatty to cany my baggage, 
and provided as many more at each stflge within tho Rajah’s territory. 
To me they appear very loyal. The Rajah was said to be ill of soro 
eyes and incapacitated from visiting me, but I believe really prevented 
from leaving his home by a perpetual round of intoxication. Tho 
Kooar and Muntrecs said that they did not require the Guard, and that 
they wero quite prepared to defend themselves. As the Force stationed 
at “ Myrang” would bo quite insufficient to deter tho people of Nunck¬ 
low from rebelling, if so disposed, and as it appeared to bo wanted 
elsewhere, I have issued orders for its withdrawal, warning the Rajah 
that he is responsible for the peace of his District and for the protection 
of all British Subjects passing through it. 

4. The Station of " Cherra” I found in a state of alarm from 
threatened attack of a party of Jynteeahs, who had come apparently 
along the foot of the Hills from Jowai Poonjee. On the night of my 
arrival this party was reported to bo lodged in a Village called Bor 
Poonjee. Mr. Assistant Commissioner Shadwell had arranged for a 
party of Sepoys and Police going to this Village under the Command 
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of Lieutenant Worsley. The Detachment marched by a circuitous route, 
and took .twelve instead of three hours, arriving at dusk. The enemy' 
attacked them, and were speedily driven out; whether any were killed 
or not is unknown. A sword, sliield, and a number of'bows were found 
next morning abandoned by the enemy in flight. On the samo night 
a# the Datachmont left this an attack was made on the Villingo of 
Terriagliat. At the foot of the descent leading to Sylhet two Pedlars 
(“ Box-wallas”) were killed, as also a Burkundauze employed by 
Mr Lane of the Trigonometrical Survey. The heads of two out of the 
three and some of the plundered property were found in the Village of 
Bor Poonjee, to which the Rebels could only have returned a few hours 
previously. The inhabitants of the Village and the Rebels having 
disappeared, the Detachment returned to Ckerra Poonjee. 

5. The Rebels have since attacked Bholagungc, on the road to 
Sylhet, but were easily repulsed. The Detachment of Polico in that 
quarter have been reinforced by Military, but the small number of 
Troops remaining here does not allow of the approaches to this Station 
being guarded, and at the same time permit of the country around being 
properly patrolled. 

6. This day I had an interview with the Cherra Poonjee Rajah, and 
maintained a lengthened convocation with him. He was of opinion 
that the Rebels would not submit till they had met with some punish¬ 
ment, and told his belief, that unless measures were promptly taken for 
action against them, they would do much mischief and cause the rebellion 
to extend. I had heard from several quarters previously that the Rebels 
had sent emissaries in all directions to induce people to join them, either 
by threat or persuasion, and had boasted that they had sent to the King 
of Burmah and the Emperor of Russia for assistance. 

7. I have heard this day of consultation held in peaceable portions 
of the country as to joining in the revolt, and the Sirdars of several 
Villages as yet peaceable have asked me for a Guard to restrain their bad 
characters. I have also heard that a Detachment of tho Rebels has left 
for North Cachar, with a view to create disturbance there. 

8.. The only grievances of the Rebels mentioned to mo by the Rajah 
were those already reported by Captain Morton, viz., interference with 
their Poojas by Solomon Darogah, and an intimation that their children 
would be compelled to come to school. The Rajah appeared to think 



( 31 ) 


that those wore the only causes, but I pointod out to him that the people 
Knew very well they coilld appeal to the Deputy Commissioner against 
the Darogah’s acts, or to the Commissionei’, and even to the Lieutenant- 
Governor. I observed that the distance of the power appeared to be no 
obstacle to them in applying for help to aid them in rebellion. 

9. Reviewing all the circumstances that have come to my knowledge, 
I am of opinion that no effect will bo produced till much more active 
measures are taken. I have in consequence requested Colonel Richard¬ 
son, at Jowai, in concert with the Deputy Commissioner, not to be 
content with posting pickets in Villages supposed to be friendly, but to 
push at all collections' of Rebels. I have also requested Lieutenant-* 
Colonel Dunsford, c. b., Commanding at Gowhatty, to move a Company 
in this direction through the Hills, and to come with, or send, as many 
men as can be spared from Gowhatty by Steamer to Chattuck. I have 
also requested him to send for the European Artillery ordered to Dum- 
Dum from Dibroogliur and to detain them for a whilo at Gowhatty. 

10. When a sufficient number of Troops arrive, I propose to station 
them at points along the foot of the Hills from whence the insurgents 
can be most readily menaced, ami by which a constant patrol can bo 
maintained. 

11. The presence of tho Kooars oT Jynteeah in this quarter has 
appeared inoperative of good. The Deputy Commissioner doubts their 
good faith. I have hoard nothing to induce mo to do so, but still think 
that their residence at Jyntoeahporo is rather prejudicial than otherwise, 

5 and shall request them to retire to Sylhet or further. 

12. I have omitted to state that the Cherra Rajah informed mo it 
was the intention of the Jynteeahs to harass us by every possible means 
to gain their independence, failing which they would retire beyond our 
Frontier. 

From tho Hon’blk A. Eden, Officiating Secretary to the Government nf Bengal, to 

the Officiating Commissioner of Assam,—(No. 4641, dated the 22ud November 

1862.) 

Sib, 

I am directed to acknowledge tho receipt of j’our letter 
No. 17C. of the 12th instant, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant- 
Governor approves generally of tho measures adopted by yon for check¬ 
ing tho Rebel Jynteeahs. 
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2. "With reference to your 9 th paragraph, I am to repeat that, as 
a general rule, it will be as well to avoid active measures against the 
Rebels until the reinforcements arrive and a regular plan of operations 
is determined on. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor desires me to suggest that, when 
the Native Troops at Gowhatty are relieved by the European Artillery 
and al)le to move into the Hills, they should be marched up by Nunc- 
Mow instead of being sent round by Steamer to Chattuck. Tho state 
of tho road, as described in your 2nd paragraph, seems to shew that 
this route is safe and practicable, and, if the Troops are marched in 
Detachments, it appears likely that carriage may be procured for them 
without difficulty. 

4. With regard to the 10th paragraph of your letter, the Lieutenant- 
Governor leaves it to your discretion to determine, in communication 
with the Officer Commanding the Troops, how they may best be 
employed. It is ossential that the Sylhet District should be guarded 
against the incursions of the Rebels and that they should be pre¬ 
vented from leaving the Hills. 

5. You are requested to ordc* the Jynteeah Kooars to return 
immediately to Sylhet and remain there. 

6. I am desired to intimate*' to you that, from a Telegram received 
in this Office yesterday from the Commissioner of Dacca, it appears 
that the Right .Wing of the Kamroop Regiment passed Naraingunge 
on the 13th ultimo, and tho Left Wing was expected to leave Daod- 
kandy about 16th instant, on which date the 21st Native Infantry were 
at Dacca, and were to go on to Sylhet in two days. You must be' 
careful to have instructions awaiting tho Troops at Chattuck as to 
their destination, and you must see that all arrangements are made 
for carriage. 


No. 4642. 

Copy of this letter, and of that to which it is a reply, forwarded for tho 
information of tho Government of India, in tho Homo Department, 

No. 4643. 

Cory forwarded for tho information of Brigadior-Goneral Showers, 
Commanding the Presidency Division. 
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Memorandum from Major A. Johnson, Assistant Secretary to the Government of 
• India, in the Military Department,—(No. 294, dated the 11th November 1862.) 

Forwarded to the' Secretary to the Government of Bengal, with the 
request that the*Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor may be moved to 
favor Government with his opinion as to the necessity for detaining the 
28th Native Infantry in Assam or relieving it by another Corps. 


From Likctenant-Colonel H. \V. Norman, Secretary to the Government of India, in 
the Military Department, to the Deputy Quarter-Master General,—(No. 293, dated 
the 11th November 1862.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letters No. 2762, dated 29th October, and 
No. 2806, dated 3rd November 1S62, I am directed to acquaint you 
that Government approve of your suggestion that the river Vessels 
which are to convey the 21st Native Infantry to the Jyntceali Hills 
should be made available to convoy the 33rd Native Infantry thence to 
Gowhatty to relieve the 28th Native Infantry, in preference to the 33rd 
being sent by the route across the Hills proposed by Hrigadior-General 
Showers, c. n., as to the healthiness of which, especially at this time of 
the year, there may be reasonable doubts. 

2. With regard to the disposal of the 28th Native Infantry, I am to 
acquaint yon, for the information of llis Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, that the Ilon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal will be in- 
’ formed that it is considered most desirable to send up-country, with as 
little delay as possible, a Regiment which, originally raised in the Pun- 
.aub in 1857, has boon since 1858 employed in Bengal and Beliar; early 
arrangements must, therefore, be made to replace it by another Regi¬ 
ment, if His Honor is quite satisfied that it must be replaced. 

. 3. At the same time the Right Ilon’ble the Governor General in 
Council observes that the men of the 28th Native Infantry would hardly 
desire to be sent away if required for activo Military operations, should 
such be found necessary, unless the efficiency of the Corps were much 
impaired by sickness. It will, however, be necessary, at all events, that 
it should be relieved in time to proceed to its destination before the hot 
weather sets in. 
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Memorandum from Lieutenant-Colonel H. W. Nobman, Secretary to the Govern- 
mcnt of India, in the Military Department,—(No. 297, dated the 11th November 
1862.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Bbigadieb-Geneb.il St. G. D. Siiowebs, c. b., Commanding Presidency 

Division, to the Deputy Quarter-Master General of the Army,—(No. 889, dated 

the 9th November 1862.) 

Sir, 

Captain Morton, the Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah 
and Jynteeah Hills, having applied for the Mountain Train Battery to 
be despatched to join the Force engaged in operations against the Hill 
Tribes, and the question having been referred to me by His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, I have the honor to state, for the 
information of Government, that I do not consider Mountain Train or 
other Guns fitted for the mode of warfare carried on by these Tribes. 
They act in scattered parties; it is seldom that a dozen men arc ever 
seen together, and unless there is a large and united Force to oppose, it 
is evident Guns will be useless 1 . 1 beg to propose, however, that one 
hundred Rank and File of Tier Majesty's 38th Regiment, now at Dar¬ 
jeeling, and about to be relieved by the Detachment of Her Majesty's 
52nd Regiment, may be sent to co-operate with the Troops in the 
Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills. 

2. Each man should be selected as being a good marksman, and 
they should be under the Command of an experienced Captain. Two 
Subaltern Officers should accompany the Detachment. 

3. There is a short route to Sylhct from Darjeeling by proceeding 
from Julpigoorec, by the River Teesta, but after leaving the great River 
Brahmapooter, near Jumalpoor, the passage would be tedious and uncer¬ 
tain. I would suggest, therefore, that these men be brought down to 
Calcutta via Caragola, if a Steamer be available to proceed there, 
and be despatched via Dacca to Sylhct. 

4. If Government should sanction this arrangement, the Detachment 
should be directed to move at once. 
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From LiEUTENANT-CoiiOML H. W. Noeman, Secretary to the Government, of India? 

in tho Military Department, to tho Deputy Quarter-Master General,—(No. 295> 

dated the lltli November 1862.) 

Sir, 

With deference to letter No. 880, dated the 9th distant, to 
your address, from Brigadier-General Showers, e. n.. Commanding 
the Presidency Division, representing that Captain Morton, the Deputy 
Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jyntecah Hills, had apjdicd for the 
Mountain Train to he employed in tho operations against the Hill 
Tribes, I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of His Ex¬ 
cellency the Commander-in-Chicf, that Government concur with the 
Brigadier-General in thinking that Mountain Train Guns arc not 
suited for the service in question for the reason which he assigns. 

2. I am also to observe that such requisitions would more properly 
emanate from the senior Military Authority on the spot, who is res¬ 
ponsible for the Military operations, than from the Civil Magistrate. 

3. As respects Brigadier-General Showers’ recommendation that 
100 men from the Detachmont of Her Majesty’s 38th Regiment at 
Darjeeling should be sent to co-operato with tho native Troops in the 
Cossyah and Jyntoeah Hills, I am to state that it appears to the llighfc 
Ilon’ble tho Governor General in Council that Europeans are even less 
wanted than Artillery against an enemy tvho avoids open conflict as mnch 
as possible, and that their employment would involve some expense 
and much inconvenience without a corresponding advantage, while 
their relief at Darjeeling cannot take place for several weeks. 

4. Ilis Lordship in Council concludes that the reason for this pro¬ 
posal was that Europeans would be able to reach the enemy better with 
the Enfield Rifle ; but a similar and sufficient result may perhaps be 
attained by furnishing One Company of each of the native Regiments 
employed with two-grooved Rifles, should Brigadier-General Showers 
consider it desirable, and should the Ordnance Department be able to 
supply them, on which point the Officiating Inspector-General will be 
requested to inform you. Whatever objections to such a step there may 
be ordinarily, with reference to the two descriptions of ammunition, &c., 
under the exceptional circumstances of the case Ilis Lordship in Coun¬ 
cil is of opinion that they may be advantageously set aside. 


No. 296. 

To the Officiating Inspector-General of Ordnance. 
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'From the Hon’ble A. Eden, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Military Department,—(No, 4616, 
dated the 21st November 1862.) 

Sir, 

‘I am directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of the endorsement 
from your Office No. 294, dated the 11th instant, aud in reply to state that, 
nnder present circumstances, as detailed in a communication of the Com¬ 
missioner of Assam No. 4524, dated the 18th instant, a copy of which is 
herewith forwarded, the Lieutenant-Governor considers it necessary that 
the 28th Native Infantry should be detained for service in the Cossyah 
Hills until the rebellion is suppressed and the country restored to order. 

2. His Honor is, however, at the same time, hopeful that, with the 
Force at the disposal of the Officer Commanding the Troops there, 
namely, three Regiments of the Line and the 1st Bengal Police Battalion, 
the object above alluded to will be fully accomplished in time to allow 
the 28th Native Infantry to march up-country beforo the hot weather 
without further relief. 

3. With reference to your endorsement, No. 297, dated the 1.1th 
instant, I am desired further to state that it seems to Ilis Honor to be 
very desirable that Mortars should be sent to the Hills to bo employed 
against the Stockades which the Rebels are said to have raised, and also 
for the sake of the moral effect which the presence of Artillery is likely 
to have on the Cossyahs generally. 


From the IIon’ble A. Edf.n, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, in the Homo Department,—(No 4755, 
dated the 20th November 1862.) 

SlK, 

As it is desirable that, while Military operations arc being 
carried on in the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, the Officiating Commis¬ 
sioner of Assam, Major llaughton, should have direct charge of the 
affairs of the disturbed District and remain on the spot to confer person¬ 
ally with the Officer Commanding the Troops, to render the assistance of 
the Civil power, and to be ready to take advantage of the first favorable 
opportunity to ro-establish order and re-construct the administration in 
Jynteeah j and as these duties will occupy his whole time and attention, 
1 am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to solicit the sanction of His 
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Excellency the Governor General in Council to that Officer being relieved, 
fcr the present of the. duties of Commissioner in other parts of the 
Assam Division. • 

2. If this proposition is approved, it seems to the Lieutenant-Gover¬ 
nor that the best arrangement would be to direct Major Ilaftghton to 
make over charge of the Commissioner’s Office to Major Agnew, the 
Judicial Commissioner, who would act as Commissioner of Assam (except 
in the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills) for the present; and to* desire 
Major Bivar, who will pass Gowhatty on his way to join his recent 
appointment as Officiating Judicial Commissioner of Chota Nagporo, 
to stop there and act for Major Agnew until further orders; Major 
Haughton, however, continuing to act as Governor General’s Agent on 
the North-East Frontier. 

3. His Honor desires further to recommend that Major Haughton, 
while remaining in direct charge of the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, 
should be permitted to draw a special deputation allowance equal to that 
which he now receives, and that Major Agnew should draw the usual 
allowances of an Officer in his position acting as Commissioner of the 
Division. 

4. 1 am desired to add that, in anticipation of the sanction of His 
Excellency in Council, the" LieutcnanJ-Govcrnor has directed Major 
Haughton, by telegraph, to make over the duties of the Commissioner- 
ship to Major Agnew, and to detain Major Bivar at Gowhatty with a 
view to his temporary employment as proposed. 


Memorandum from M.woa A. Johnson, Assistant Secretary to the Government of 
India, in the Military Department,—(No 740, dated the 22nd November 1802.) 

Fohwarded to the Secretary to tho Government of Bengal, with 
reference to his No. 4533, dated 18t.h instant. 

Front Liectenant-Coi.onej. II. W. Nobman, Secretary to the Government of India, 
in the Military Department, to the Deputy Quarter-Master General,—(No 737, dated 
tho 22nd November 1862.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your No. '2987, dated 19th instant, I am 
directed to acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency the 
Compiander-in-Chief, that • Government approve of the suggestion of 
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Brigadier-General Showers, c. it., that the Eurasian and Native Christian 
Company Artillery, with the Mountain Train to which it is attached, and 
accompanied by two 5^-inch Mortars of the description applied for (which 
are to be sent from Fort William with a suitable supply of ammunition,) 
should m®vo to Chorra Poonjee, there to remain ready in case their services 
should be required to aid iu the attack of such a post as that referred to 
by the Brigadier-General in.paragraph 3 of his letter No. 928, dated 15th 
instant* 

2. It is concluded that the guns attached to the Eurasian and Native 
Christian Company are already provided with a proper supply of service 
ammunition. 

' 3. As the Company can remain in tents for some few months to 
come, barracks will not be required, and if detained longer at Cherra 
Poonjee, the men should hut themselves. 

4. As respects the Hides, the Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army 
has been informed that 200 are available, and Government consider that 
it should be left to Commanding Officers of Corps to take them or not, 
as they think best. 

No. 738. 

To the Deputy Adjutant-General of tho Army. 

No. 739. 

To the Officiating Inspector-General of Ordnance. 

No. 740 A. 

To the Officiating Chief of the Military Finance Department. 

No. 4803. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Commissioner of Assam. 


From A. M. Monteatii, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of India, in tho 
Home Department, to the Hon’bi.k A. Edex, Officiating Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal,—(No. 6676, dated the 24th November 1862.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your endorsement No. 4525, dated the 
18th instant, I am directed' by the Governor Gerfferal in Council to 
request that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will favor this Govern¬ 
ment, without delay, with a detailed statement of the plan of operations 
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which His Honor proposes to adopt with a view to the suppression of 
tho Cossyah rebellion in the Jynteoah Hills. 


From ,T. Geoghegan, Es<i., Under-Secretary -to the Government of Bengal, to 
Brigadier-General St. G. D. Showers, o. n., Commanding Presidency Division, 
—(No. 4771, dated the 26tli November 1862.) 

Sib, 

With reference to my endorsement No. 4526, dated the 18th 
instant, I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward the 

accompanying copy of a letter, marginally 
noted, from the TJnder-Secretary to the 
Government of India, in the Homo Department, and to request that 
you will bo so good as to state, for Ilis Honor’s information, wlmt in¬ 
structions yon propose to give to the Officer Commanding the Troops in 
the Cossyah Hills with a view to the suppression of the rebellion. 


Memorandum from Brigadier-Genera r, St. G. II. Showers, c. n., Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(No. 453, dated the 1st December 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to thg Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor tlic Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Captain E. K. O. Gilbert, Assistant Adjutant-General of tho Army, 

Presidency Division, to Colonel Dunseord, e. n., Commanding Jynteeah District, 

—(No. 452, dated the 1st December 1862.) 

Sib, 

I am directed to forward you the accompanying notes on the 
plan of operations to be pursued against the Rebels in the Cossyah and 
Jynteeah Hills. 

1. The first object must he to secure the base of operations. For 
this purpose two Companies of the Kamroop Regiment should be 
posted at Sylhet under an European Officer, and the same strength at 
Cacliar, also under an European Officer. 

2. The Collector of the District should be requested to keep a sharp 
look out for parties of Rebels who may come down to the villages and 
markets in the plains for plunder or supplies, and to give immediate 
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to the Officer ill .Military Command, who tfi]] consider it 
his duty to proceed, by a rapid and forced twarc/r to the spot, to surprisb 
and arrest the marauders. 

3. Tljc remainder of the Kamroop Regiment to he detached to the 
Hills, and employed as you may direct. The Head-Quarters of the 
Regiment should be at Sylhet. 

4. A Regiment, with not less than ISO Rank and File always pre¬ 
sent at Head-Quarters, should be stationed at Chcrra Poonjee, with a 
Captain and two Subalterns’ available to take Command of patrols in 
force, and moveable columns. The remainder of the Regiment should 
be stationed at Nuncklow, Mooflong, Yeodo, Shillong, Pooriung, Nonk- 
reem, and Monsingting. The strength of each can only be determined 
by the Officer in Command. At Yeodo and Monsingting, Detachments 
of thirty Rank and File will be necessary. It will be of advantage to 
relieve them weekly; each relieved party returning to its Head- 
Quarters along routes that arc reported or suspected to be the haunts 
of the Rebels. 

5. The relief for Yeodo should proceed from Cherra Poonjee by 
Mooflong, and the relieved party return by Nonkreem; the relieving 
and relieved parties varying these routes according to the state of the 


country. 

6. The party at Monsingting should keep up a communication with 
the Head-Quarters of the Detachment in the direction of Nongtalong. 

7. Whenever parties of Rebels arc heard of in this quarter, every 
Detachment should be put in motion and every exertion made to inter¬ 
cept and seize them. 

8. The base being thus preserved, there will remain only the 
Jynteeah Hills free for the Rebels to move in, and there will be the 
following Force to act against them:— 

28th Native Infantry, 

21 st ,, „ 

44th „ ,, 

Two Companies, Kamroop Regiment, 1st Police Battalion. 

9. It is impossible for an Officer at a distance, and without certain 
reliable intelligence, to direct with advantage the details of movements. 


The Brigadier-General therefore forbears from issuing any instructions 
to be acted on, and whatever measures arc here recommended, as 
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regards the operations, must be considered as general suggestions for 
the consideration of the Officer in immediate Command of the Troops. 

10. There are Reports that stockades have been made at Ooksui 
and jNonglloot; •but (he reports, as they have reached the Brigadier- 
(leneral, are not sufficiently definite to justify him doing more than to 
advise you to take precautions regarding them. 

11. Another point of importance, of which there is no intelligence, 
is the place where the families of tlm Kobe Is and their stores are con¬ 
cealed. Correct information of this is required. 

12. In the absence of correct information on these heads, the 
Brigadier-dencral can only point out the villages where ho would 
recommend the Head-Quarters of Regiments to he placed, and some of 
the principal posts which will give the Troops a commaud of the 
District. 

1.‘3. Jovvni the Brigauier-Cencral recommends as the ordinary Head- 
Quarters' of the District while the Troops are engaged in active oper¬ 
ations. The Head-Quarters of two Regiments should be stationed 
here. This will allow of the Out-posts being relieved periodically, and 
Will enable the Officer Commanding the District to move out at any 
moment with a sufficient Force to any part of the District. It will be 
necessary also to send escorts to the different Out-posts in charge of 
supplies and rations, which could not be done without a large Force 
being assembled here. To supply Carriage for detachments and rations* 
about 250 men of the Cooley Corps should be located at Jowai, and 
placed entirely at the disposal of the Officer Commanding. 

I t. Detachments should be sent from these Regiments to Amwai, 
Nongba, Munsow, J along, Laloobcv, Shampoong, Nurteng, and Jyn- 
(eeahpore. 

15. A second locality, where it will be of advantage to post, a 
Regiment, will be to the Fast and South of tlie District j the Head- 
Quarters to be at Kya Kliullah, with Detachments at Ralliong and 
Kunclnimong, parties in Force patrolling weekly to Tsongklee. The 
Head-Quarters of the Left Wing should be at Runghat, with Detach¬ 
ments at Batao, Dcensalalloo, and at any other places which the Officer 
Commanding may consider necessary. 

HI. The third Regiment should he divided into Wings; the Tfead- 
Qnarlcrs and Right Wing to be at Shillong Mmitaug and to send 

0 
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Detachments to Nonjoongec, Taklienung, lkirato, Fungap, and llur- 
wan. The Loft Wing to have its Head-Quarters at Nongtalong, with 
Detachments at Ooksai, Padoo, and other places where circumstances 
at the moment may render necessary. 

17. The two remaining Companies of the Kamroop Regiment may 
he posted wherever the Officer Commanding may think desirable. 

18. In making this distribution of the Troops, the Brigadier-General 
considers it of importance that the different Detachments should be 
relieved at least bi-monthly, if they have to be stationary so long. 

19. It is necessary that activity be shewn by the Troops that the Re¬ 
bels may have no rest or quiet. In all operations that are undertaken 

against the Rebels concealed in their forests, it will be found of advan¬ 
tage to make general simultaneous movements, parties for the purpose 
being directed to move through the glens, others to crown the heights 
on both sides, while another should be stationed at the end of the glen 
to seize the fugitives who may be driven up to them. Such operations 
will be found very effective. 

20. Another mode of acting against concealed Rebels will be to 
move through the country in such force as the reports of the strength 
of the Rebels may seem to require, parties being detached with as 
much secrecy as a possible, and remaining halted and concealed until the 
Rebels, deceived by the quiet prevailing, advance and fall into their 
hands. The main body itself should at the same time remain halted in 
forests suflieiently thick to conceal them, 

21. If stockades be really erected at Ooksai and Nongfloot they 
must, as a first operation, be attacked, precautions being taken to sur¬ 
round every post to be assaulted to prevent the Rebels escaping. 

22. 11 is Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has settled the question 
as to the manner the Cossyahs, who wish to assist in the suppression 
of the rebellion, should bo employed. They aro to be enlisted in the 
Police; and the JJrigadicr-Gcneral recommends that parties of Police 
be sent with all Military Detachments for the purpose of obtaining 
intelligence regarding the haunts and strength of the Rebels. 

23. If after the capture of the Stockade, the Rebels run and conceal 
themselves, a general simultaneous movement of all Corps and Detach¬ 
ments throughout the District, as recommended in paragraph 18, 
should be made until these operations arc completed. The Brigadier- 
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General would not allow any terras to be offered to them, and all who 
were caught in arms and in opposition should be at once executed. If 
men eornc in, and surrender unconditionally, they will, the Brigadier- 
General concludes, he pardoned, unless the crime of murder in cold 
blood he proved against them ; and, except for such acts or marked 
instances of recusancy, men should he executed for political crimes by 
sentence of a judicial enquiry. 

2 l. Every endeavor should he made to seize the stores amf cattle 
of the Rebels, and to capture women and children : the latter it would 
he advisable to remove to Cherra l’oonjee. They should he well 
treated, but kept under restraint until the rebellion is at an end. 

2b. W ith regard to the disposal of the stores and cattle, the Local 
Officer will he able to decide. The Brigadier-General observes, for 
your guidance, that he does not consider it advisable, except in eases 
of necessity, to destroy the grain or appropriate the cattle. The loss 
of both in the country may lead to famine and distress. The Briga¬ 
dier-General is of opinion that the discomfort and distress caused by 
the constant movements of the. Troops through the country and the 
capture of their families will have the effect of inducing the llebels to 
come in and oiler their submission. 


From the IFox’iit.K A. Enux. Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to Bum a m KH-tl KxmtAr, St. G. IX Huowkuh, c. in, Commanding Presidency 
Division,—(No. 51 tit), dated the Uth December 1802.) 

SlU, 

I am directed to acknowledge tho receipt of your endorsement 
No. 453, without date, forwarding copy of the instructions issued by 
you to Colonel Dunslbrd on the conduct of the ensuing Campaign in 
the Jynteeah Hills, and in reply to inform you that, the Lieutenant- 
Governor approves of those instructions generally; but, with, respect 
to paragraph 23, I am desired by His Honor to request that you will 
be so good as to instruct the Officer Commanding that no one,though 
caught in arms and in opposition to Government, can be executed un¬ 
til he has been brought before a Commissioner appointed under Act 
XI. of 1857, tried, and found guilty of a capital offence. 
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2. Major Haughton and Captain Morton have been appointed 
Commissioners under the Act. A further Commission is in conrso of 
issue to Colonel Dunsford. 


No. 5100. 

Cory of this letter, and of the Report referred to, forwarded to Major 
Haughton, Special Commissioner in the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills. 


From the IIon'blr A. Edev, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Under-Secretary to the Government of India, Ilomo Department,— 
(No. 5161, dated the Oth December 1802.) 

SlR, 


* No. 453 
f No. 5159. 


With reference to your letter No. 0070, dated the 21th 
ultimo, calling for a plan of the proposed operations for quelling the 
rebellion in the Cossyah Hills, I am directed to forward the accom¬ 
panying copy of a Report* from Brigadier- 
General Showers, containing his instructions to 
Colonel Dunsford on the conduct of the ensuing 
campaign, together with a copy t of the reply of this day’s date. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor thinks it impossible that any more de¬ 
finite plan can bo formed here. The general policy which is to guide 
the Civil Officer u charge of the District and the Officers Commanding 
Troops has been laid down in the letter to Major Haughton, forwarded 
1; • this Office endorsement No. 42:15, dated the l^th ultimo; the rest 
must be left to the discretion of Major Haughton and Colonel Dunsford. 


From E. C. Bayley, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart¬ 
ment, to E. H. Li.siiixgto.s-, Esq , Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— 
(No. 378, dated the 15th January 18G3.) 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Office let¬ 
ter dated the 9th ultimo. No. 51 Cl, with an enclosure, regarding the 
nrooosfld operations during tho ensuing campaign in the Cossyah 
Hi;Is, and in reply to state that tho measures ordered by Brigadicr- 
Genoj-al Showers, so far as they can bo judged without a Map, appear 
t<3 tho Governor General in Council to be judicious. 
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2. Last year General Showers proposed to occupy certain com- 
nlaiiding positions in order to control the country in insurrection ; but 
it is believed that, in consequence of the lateness of the season when 
tho measure was 'adopted and tho want of supplies, the detachments 
occupying thoso posts were withdrawn. 

3. Tho Governor General in Council believes that, if that plan 
had been carried out, it would have tended greatly to convince tho 
insurgents of the hopelessness of continuing their resistance, and in 
case of their submission would have tended to preserve tranquillity. 

4. IIis Excellency in Council is therefore of opinion that General 
Showers’ plan should be thoroughly carried out this year; that tho 
posts to be occupied should be selected at the earliest possible period, 
and immediate measures adopted for clearing them of jungle, for con¬ 
necting them by broad tracks of communication, and for preparing 
shelter and storing supplies for tbo proposed garrisons for the ensuing 
hot and rainy seasons. 

5. The garrisons of tho several out-posts should be of sufficient 
strength to preclude all anxiety for their security; and, to prevent the 
men from becoming depressed by their isolated position and the 
gloom of the jungles during the rainy season, their comfort as regards 
shelter, food, and even amusements should be carefully provided for. 

(>. There would also appear tq be advantage in connecting tho 
ont-posts from Jowai with those of Nowgoug at the Kopili Falls, thus 
opening a second line of communication with the Valley of Assam, 
which may hereafter become familiar and grow into a permanent road. 

7. ilis Excellency in Council is not aware what arrangements 
have been made for completing the survey of the country. The oppor¬ 
tunity of doing it under the protection of the Troops, I am desired to 
state, should not be lost. 


No. 78 k 

Copy forwarded to Major llaughton. Officiating Commissioner of 
Assam, on special duty in the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, for infor¬ 
mation and guidance. 


No. 7 85. 

Copy forwarded to brigadier-General St.. («. H. Showers, c. B., 
for information. 
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Memorandum from Major J. 0. IIaugitton, Officiating Agent, Governor Genera I, 
Nortli-Gast Frontier,—(No. 4G('., dated the 3rd December 1802.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal for the 
information of Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Lieutenant F. Henderson, Commanding Detachment ICamroop Regiment, to 

Major J. C. IIacghton, Commissioner Assam, Cossyah and Jyutccali Hills; Clierra 

Poonjee,—(No. 5, dated Tcria tiliat, the 1st December 1862.) 

Silt, 

I have the honor to report my arrival at this post with fifty men 

of the Kamroop Itegiment under my Command, on the evening of the 
27th November 18(52. 

On the previous day tlio Jemadar, then Commanding the Detachment 
Kamroop Regiment here, proceeded with a party of thirty-five men to 
heat up the country in the direction of the stookado of Lonkudine, and 
when at a distance of five or six miles from that place, and ou the point 
of returning here, lie fell in with a large body of tlio Cossyah Rebels who 
immediately opened fire upon his party with arrows, stones, and a very lew 
muskets. Upon a volley being poured in upon them, the great majority at 
once took flight in various directions, hut chiefly towards tlio stoekado 
abovemeutioned. The remainder still continued to harass the Jemadar’s 
party, hut were ultimately dispersed, leaving throe of their number dead, 
and taking away about double that number wounded. The lateness of tlio 
hour and comparative smallness of his Force prevented tlio Jomadar 
from following the Rebels up, and he returned here that evening mono, 
lasted. 

The number of tlio Rebels is estimated by tho Jemadar at between 4 
and 500, and bis opinion is amply confirmed by all his party, and by 
villagers from Bor Poonjee, who have come in to make report upon tho 
subject, and who seem to be well informed thereon. On tho morning of 
the ’28tli, I despatched to tho out-posts of Bor Poonjoo and Lokliat 
detachments of strength as per margin, in accordance with in¬ 
structions received to that effect from Captain Morton, Deputy Com¬ 
missioner Cossyah Hills, and have received intimation of their safe 
arrival. On the 29th November I proceeded with a party'along tho base 
of*tho Hills upon which Bor Poonjee and Lokhat are situated to a distance 
of about six miles, aud this morning I have been with a party to Panduali 
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and its vicinity, but on neither occasion have I either seen or heard of the 
ltebels; and from all I can learn, I am induced to believe that they liavo 
temporarily quitted this neighborhood, and are at present larking in the 
country beyond Bor Poonjoe, and about the Lenkadine stockade, and 
are in considerable numbers. The appearance, however, of an armetl party 
in different directions on alternate days cannot, I should think, but be 
productive of much good, and, until I shall reeieve instructions to the 
contrary, 1 purpose taking out a party three times in each week. 

No. 51(52. 

CorY forwarded for tho information of the Government of India in the 
Home Department, in continuation of tho endorsement No. 5150 of this 
date. 


From Major J. C. IIacohton, Officiating Agent, Governor General, North-Mast 
Frontier, to the Secretary to tho Government of Bengal,—(Xo. 1C., dated Cherra 
l’oonjee, tho 4th January 1803.) 

But, 

Prom a communication received from Colonel Dunsford, c. a., 
Commanding the Field Force, it appeared that lie was at a loss in 
consequence of the absence of Captain Morton at Jyntceahporc. I 
therefore determined on joining him. 

2. I left Cherra Poonjec on at sun rise, intending to reach 

Jowai the same night, the distance being only forty-five miles. I 
purposely travelled lightly, taking with me only three Cooly loads of 
baggage, and having arranged, I hoped, for thcirvelief en route. The 
Coolies, however, gave me the slip at starting, turning into the village 
of Cherra : this delayed me two hours at the first stage, and compelled 
me to make the journey in three stages instead of one, for it was 
represented to me that it would be unsafe after crossing the Mungut 
to proceed without an escort, which was daily scut out from Jowai 
at noon. 

3. The road to Jowai ascends about 2,000 feet and has been 
" made.” It is a path of ten or twelve feet width, which, hut in a few 
places, is easily travelled by mpn or animals laden. There are, how¬ 
ever, considerable ascents and descents which render the journey 
fatiguing to those carrying burdens. There arc one or two very bad 
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places, which I have directed to be repaired. The question of a bet¬ 
ter road will be brought forward hereafter. 

4. Lailong Kotc, the first stage, is one of three villages, the only 
ones immediately on the road—they are Cherrarcim, Lailong Kote, 
and Dingling. The two first are Government villages, the last is in 
.the jurisdiction of the Rajah of Khyrim. 

5. The village of Lailong Kotc only numbers forty male adults. 
There’is a shed erected near it for the accommodation of travellers, 

.but it is so poorly constructed, and in such an exposed position, that 
it affords no shelter. I directed that another should be put up in a 
less exposed position. The inhabitants of the village complained in a 
foody of the hardships they suffered from the constant demands of 
travellers, chiefly Troops and Camp followers, whose language they 
could not speak or understand, and assured me that they would be 
compelled to leave the village unless protected. 

6. Dingling, in the Territory of the Rajah of Khyrim, was another 
slhall village, the next ordinary stage. It J found abandoned, and the 
houses in course of being consumed as fuel. The Rajah’s people as¬ 
sured me, and 1 have seen no cause to doubt the truth of their asser¬ 
tion, that the village was abandoned in consequence of tin; trouble 
experienced from travellers. •Here was a shed for the accommodation 
of police and travellers, which has recently been destroyed accidentally 
by lire. 1 have ordered the Khyrim Rajah to re-establish the village 
and re-build the rest-house, and have directed that a Cossyah who can 
speak Ilindustance, on a salary of Rupees 10, be stationed at each of* 
the stages to provide provisions for parties passing till the Troops are 
withdrawn, for which purpose they will be provided with an advance 
to enable them to keep a stock in hand; and 1 propose to give the 
villagers a moderate amount of compensation to enable them to re¬ 
build and repair their houses. The charge will be met in the Supple¬ 
mentary Budget. I trust these measures will mce.t with the approval 
of the Hon’blc the Lieutenant-Governor. 

7. Dingling occupies a most important Military position on the 
spur of a Hill. From the village the road descends between one and 
two thousand feet to the valley of the Mungut, which is reachrd 
through a narrow valley capable of offering a most serious obstacle to 
Troops if-defended. The Mungut River at this season is easily 
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fordable, its chief difficulty consisting in the large loose boulders which 
form its bed. Thence the route ascends again to the table land on 
which Jowai is situated. The river forms the boundary between 
Khyrim and Jyntecah. One is at once struck with the contrast be¬ 
tween the two countries which continues throughout those portions 
of both countries (in the hills) visited by me. 

8. Almost every portion of Khyrim capable of cultivation appeared 
to be, or to have been, within a recent period cultivated, aiul wood 
is comparatively scarce. In Jyntecah, lfbwcvcr, the reverse is the 
case. The cultivated portion is small and only seen at long intervals, 
and dense jungle fills all hollows and ravines. There arc traces of. 
villages long abandoned, and in one or two places of tanks. T also 
saw between Jowai and Jyntoealiporc traces of a made road with, in 
three places, stone bridges crossing streams. 

9. I found Jowai a large village, one of the largest I had seen. 
The inhabitants were huddled together in temporary houses made 
from their former dwellings for the sake of better protection against 
the rebels. 

10. Jowai is reached by a very steep descent to a stream with a 
corresponding ascent. This is again the case on the side towards 
Jvntecaliporc. 

11. I found the people of Jowai chiefly employed in supplying 
the various wants of the troops and apparently working willingly. 

12. It appearing unnecessary to remain at Jowai, at which place 
Captain Morton has joined Colonel Dttusford, I determined on return¬ 
ing by the out-posts at the foot of the hills. On 29th December 
I proceeded to Arnwai, between which place and Jowai, distant nine 
miles, I found only three difficult places. 

L‘J. Amwai is a fine village, in a beautifully undulating country, 
well wooded in ail the hollows. The entire village population appear¬ 
ed to be loyal, rendering every assistance to Major Thclwall, c. b., 
commanding the detachment stationed there, and I cannot lose this 
opportunity of expressing my admiration of that officer's good ar¬ 
rangements and conciliatory manners, whereby he secures the willing 
co-operation of the people. 

14. I was detained at Amwai one day waiting for a guard, without 
which it was unsafe to proceed, and which could not be furnished 

7 
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earlier, the troops being engaged on various duties. I proceeded on New 
Year’s Day to Jynteculipore, taking a direct route said to save several 
miles, but too difficult for heavily laden coolies. Major Thelwall re¬ 
presented to me tljat his operations would be greatly facilitated if he 
were authorized to open out paths through the jungle in such situ¬ 
ations as were most likely to be used for ambuscade. I sanctioned 
the expenditure of such moderate sums as might be necessary for the 
purpose. The charge will be provided for in the supplementary bud¬ 
get now about to be sent in." 

15. The distance from Amwai is about eighteen miles, and the new 
, cut joins the ordinary road about half way. The journey occupied 

eight hours, allowing half an hour for rest. There is one very diffi¬ 
cult descent and ascent from a river, and another very steep descent 
into the plains. These render the road impracticable for laden po¬ 
nies or elephants. Indeed, I felt doubtful whether my own poney, 
which was led, could get down some of the more difficult places, but 
it was brought safely. 

16. In^this distance of eighteen miles I saw but one village, and it 
was abandoned, and had been burnt, 1 believe, in the early part of 
last year. 

17. Jynteeahporc is a large! straggling town in the plains, bearing 
traces of former prosperity, but now much decayed : it is said to be 
very unhealthy during the rains." Lieutenant Andrew, Assistant 
Commissioner, was employed here sending up provisions by coolies. 
He had already, by Captain Morton’s direction, cut the jungle on 
either side of the path to the hills for some miles, and would shortly 
complete it to such extent as would render our escorts safe from 
ambuscades. An escort of thirty men in charge of 500 coolies had 
been attacked a few days previously with the loss of one sepoy and 
and one cooly killed, but with, at least, equal loss to the enemy, 
who did not succeed in cutting off any of the provisions. 

18. From Jynteeahporc I proceeded, by what appeared a very 
circuitous route, through plain country, partly cultivated and partly 
coVercd with dense reed jungle, to Jafflong and Dcokec Bazar, which 
are close together, distance four and a half hours. Here a SubadaFs 
party is stationed. The party had an encounter with some rebel 
Cossyahs who came down to plunder on 22nd December. Two 
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Cossvahs were left (lead and thirty loads of rice were captured from 
the rebels. The zemindar expressed himself highly satisfied with 
the Sepoys (Seikhs bf 2Sth Native Infantry) and thankful for their 
presence. 

10. From Deokce Bazar to Loeat I proceeded through a similar 
country in six hours more the same day. The route followed was 
evidently very circuitous and taken, I was informed, on account 
of the difficulty of the more direct one. Fear of encountering 
rebels I believe to have been the real ‘reason which actuated my 
guides. 

20. Locat is a large village on the slope of the hills, which on. 
their South aspect terminate abruptly in the plains. It is situated 
within a very short distance of the river Burrill, at this season 
navigable only by canoes. The village is in the territory of the 
Rajah of Khyrim, whose country extends to Dcmorcah in Kamroop. 
The people are chiefly traders frequenting the markets from Sylhet 
to Assam. A guard of the Kamroop Regiment is stationed here. 

21. I have requested the magistrate of Sylhet to cause the most 
direct path from Loeat to Deokce Bazar, and from Deokce Bazar to 
Jyntecahpore, to be cleared from jungle, so as to allow the troops to 
patrol freely. The expense will be provided for in the supplementary 
budget. 

22. On the 3rd I left Loeat -for Cherra, which 1 reached in nine 
and a half lijmrs. The route for a considerable distance lay through 
the rebellious villages of Punch Poonjee. The hills all along rise 
abruptly from the plains, having a to Inn of fallen rocks and soil filling 
up the angle. This talus is for miles covered with continued groves 
of betel-nuts, jack-fruits, oranges, &c. The villages being on the 
crest of the hills, I found the places deserted with, in some parts, 
line standing crops of rice on the plain below. 1 sent a message to 
the inhabitants that, if they did not return forthwith to their villages, 
these would be cut and their flue gardens taken from them. 

23. The route from Cherra to Jowai has proved practicable for 
laden elephants with the artillery contrary to general opinion and 
also from thence to Amwai and the stockaded villages. Bnt it is 
highly desirable that the had portions of the road between Jowai and 
Jyntecahpore, and the descents between the former and the Mungut, 
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should he made easy for man and beast. A company of Sappers 
and Miners or Pioneers, if available, could do all that is immediately 
required with ease in two months. But, I fear,' none are to be had, 
and would beg -to suggest, if this be the case, the services of three 
European overseers, who understand something of road-making, may, 
if possible, be rendered available to supenise native laborers. There 
will be ample permanent employment for these persons if the plans 
I am about to submit for making these hills more penetrable meet 
approval. 

24. Everywhere the want of a regular Commissariat establishment 
is felt. I trust, however, ere this the Military Department have 
undertaken to remedy the defect. 

25. Cooly labor is now sufficiently obtainable for all ordinary wants 
(though a sufficient number of coolies cannot be kept up to move 
each. separate detachment with its baggage at a moment’s notice), 
and with the aid of the pony corps now beginning to work, no difficulty 
shoidd be felt in future. 

26. It was brought to my notice by Major Thelwall that his men 
were very badly off for shoes, and that they could not afford to pay 
for them, so rapidly are they worn out in the hills. To this rapid 
destruction I can bear personal testimony. I referred Major Thelwall 
to the Officer commanding the troops, and trust whatever relief is 
practicable may have been granted. 


From J. Gkoohkoan, Esq., Under-Sccrctary to the Government of Bengal, to Major 
J. C. H acoiiton, Commissioner of Assam on special duty,—(No 705, dated Fort 
William, the 23rd January 1803.) 


Silt, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1G, 
of the 4th instant, submitting a detailed Report on the state of the 
villages visited by you while proceeding from Cherra Poonjce to join 
Colonel Dunsford, Commanding the Field Force. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor approves of your having authorized tho 
erection of a shed at tlie village of Lailong Kote for the accommodation 
of travellers. You should endeavor to take the necessary Bteps to stop 
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the demands which, it is stated, travellers arc in the habit of making on 
the villagers. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor also approves of the measures adopted 
by you for the re-establishment of the village of Dingling in the terri¬ 
tory of the ltajah of Khyrim, which had been abandoned by the vil¬ 
lagers, and for rebuilding the shed recently destroyed by fire, for the 
accommodation of police and travellers. His Honor is pleased to 
sanction the entertainment of a Cossyah conversant with.Hindustanec 
at each of the stages, on a salary of Rupees? 10 per mensem, to provide 
provisions for parties passing, till the troops are withdrawn ; and your 
proposal to give the villagers a moderate amount of compensation to 
enable them to re-build and repair their houses is also approved. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor sanctions the expenditure of such 
moderate sums as may be necessary for the purpose of opening out 
paths through the jungles in Jynteeahporc, and approves of your having 
instructed the magistrate of Sylhct to cause the most direct path from 
Loeat to Deokeo Bazar and thence to Jynteeahporc to be cleared from 
jungle, so as to allow the troops to patrol freely ; the charge being 
provided for in the supplementary budget. 

5. The necessary steps will be taken by the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment of this Office lor repairing the bad* portions of the road between 
Jowai and Jynteeahporc noticed in the 23rd paragraph of your letter. 


No. 706. 

Copy of this letter, and of the one to which it is a reply, forwarded 

for the information of the Government of India, in the Home Depart¬ 
ment. 


No. 709. 

Extract, paragraph 23 of the letter No. 1C of 4th January from 
Major II. Haugliton, to which the above letter is a reply, forwarded 
to the Public Works Department of this Office for the issue of the 
necessary orders. 
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Memorandum from BRiuAuiKit-niiNKR.tr. St. G. D. Showers, c. n., Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(dated the 26th December 186 - 2 .) 

Fukwakdcd fo tin; Secretary to Govcrmnhnt of Bengal for the 
information of 'His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor.' 


From Coi.ojiEr,lI. P. Diinsford, c. n.. Commanding Jynteeah Field Force, to Captain 

E. ly. O. Gilbert, Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division, —(So. 28, 

dated the 2firti December 1862.) 

Silt, 

For submission to Brigadier-Gen oral Showers, e. n.. Com¬ 
manding the Division, I have the honor to forward a letter in original. 
No. 400 dated 2 lth December, from Major Thelwall, e. is., Commanding 
21st Regiment Punjab Native Infantry, reporting the attack, on the 
previous day, by the rebels between Annvai Poonjce and Jynteeah pore, 
of a convoy of thirty-four rank and file of his regiment with 350 
coolies. 

The place where the attack took place was, as far as T can learn, 
about eight miles below Annvai Poonjce and will probably be remem¬ 
bered by the Brigadier-General as a very narrow gorge with heavy 
grass jungle on cither side and very precipitous, the road being a suc¬ 
cession of rudely shaped steps. 

From the reports received from different quarters, I am satisfied 
that the seat of rebellion now lies in the south, where all the most 
active rebels are concentrated. 1 have therefore determined on 
thoroughly clearing and subduing that district before proceeding to the' 
north. The posts of Nurtcng, Nongba, Shillong, Nungtong, and Batao 
will remain as at present. On the arrival of the artillery, which I ex¬ 
pect to-day, I purpose moving on to Amwai Poonjce, leaving a garrison 
of eighty men here under an European oflicer. 

The places stockaded in the south arc Oomlcai, Nungbarai and 
Oomkiong. I purpose, therefore, with a view of cutting oft’ the escape of 
those now holding these, to form a camp at Padoo and Lamin. Padoo is, 
as far as I can learn, situated between the stockade of Oomkai and 
Oomkiong. Lamin is only an hour and a half’s march from Nongta- 
long, and only separated from Oomkai by a very deep koorung. Padoo 
is about three hours' nmreh from Oomkai. 
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1 will, immediately on arrival at Amwai Poonjcc, form camps at 
Padoo and Lamin, and gradually store some eight or ten days’provisions. 
The main body shall be massed at Amwai or Nongtalong and make a 
simultaneous move to the camps of Lamin and Padoo, and the .follow¬ 
ing day on tlie stockades. When the rebels are driven out from there, 

I will, after providing for the safety of tin; camps, break up the* force 
into parties of fifty, and by incessant pursuit hope to effect tin; capture 
of a great number. I should propose to entirely settle the district in 
the south before leaving; and with the strong posts I now have at 
Tcrriah, Sakliat, Bor Poonje*, Moollagool, (Jowain Ghaut and Jynteeah- 
pore, their escape in that direction seems impossible; so that if f can cut 
them off in the north, l should anticipate no delay in the entire sub¬ 
mission of the district. 

The artillery arc moving on fromCherra Poonjcc by elephants; and, 
if I find this mode of carriage lias answered, I hope to be able to take 
them on to Amwai, where forage for elephants is abundant. 

The. wing of the 2Sth Regiment Punjab Native Infantry only arrived 
at Phenchoogunge on the 17th and have been detained there three days 
for want of carriage. They should he at Sylhet ere this, and I have 
ordered 100 rank and file, under an European oflieer, to march at 
once to Jvnteealipore, where they will b*e available to join the party at 
Amwai or Nongtalong. 

The company of 2Sth Punjab Native Infantry at Chcrra Poonjcc, 

I have ordered to this, with a view to strengthening the out-posts of 
Shilliong Alongtang, and to assist in pursuit should the rebels make 
for the north. 

I only wait for the returns from the different regiments to send 
a distribution statement of the force, but the Brigadier-General, well 
knowing the slowness of communication here, will understand that the. 
delay is unavoidable. 

Lieutenant Walcott’s spies brought him information three days ago, 
which he thought he could rely on, that Ookiang Nimgba, the rebel 
chief, was lying ill in a koorung near Murwan, and, if great secrecy 
were used, might be captured. 

I have directed Lieutenant Sadlicr with a party of thirty-five men of 
the 28th Regiment Punjab Native Infantry to accompany Lieutenant 
Walcott in this expedition, and will report tin; result in due course : 
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the party were to proceed by night marches, atul sleep in the jungles 
one night. 


Memorandum from Bwoadikb-Grkerai. St. G. D. Siiowebs, c. b., Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(No. 152, dated the 19th January 18G3.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
the information of Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Major W. Tirar.wAtt,, Commanding 21st Regiment, Punjab Native Infantry, to 

the Staff Officer, .Jynteeah Field Force,— (No. 400, dated the 25th December 1802.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Colonel 

„ Dunsford, c. n., Commanding, that a 

2 Havildara. , . ° 

2 Nniks. guard of my regiment, strength as per 

30 Sepoys. 

margin, was attacked by a body of the 
rebels on the 23rd instant between Jyntecahporc and this. 

2. This guard left Jyntecahporc on the morning of the 23rd, with 
15G Government coolies carrying ’■nssud for the regiment, and these 
were accompanied by a larger number of villagers laden with provi¬ 
sions, making a total of above 350, whom they bad to escort. 

3. It appears that in the narrowest and most difficult part of the 
ascent between this and Jynteeah, where the path is almost precipitous 
and hemmed in on either side by high hanks and thick jungle, the 
enemy had formed an ambuscade, and as the long line of sepoys and 
coolies entered this defile they were sainted by a volley of arrows, stones, 
and musket shots. The line was immediately halted and the sepoys in 
the fear gradually brought to the point, and after some resistance on 
the part of the rebels they were driven away with a loss of, I believe, 
six or seven killed and many wounded. The guard and coolies reach¬ 
ed this without the loss of a single article. 

4.. I regret to say that a sepoy was killed by one of the very few mus¬ 
ket shots that were fired, and two others were very slightly wounded 
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by arrows. The sepoy killed was shot through the head and killed on 
the spot, and before any others could come to his assistance the rebels, 
who were concealed* in the jungle close by, managed to secure his 
musket and ammunition. 

ft. Of course it is difficult to estimate the loss of the enemy, but 
the whole guard agree that more than six were shot dead, and they 
brought in with them several “ (ultras,” and bows and arrow's, which 
had belonged to those that were killed. 

6. The attack appears to have been vfcll planned and on a large 
scale, as the jungle on each side of the road w r as lined for more than 
a mile by rebels ; they had also panjccd the road in advance, and 
evidently anticipated securing a large quantity of supplies, in which, 

1 am happy to say, they W'crc disappointed. 

7. I may add that several coolies were wounded by arrows and 
stones; and one, who was shot through the lungs, died this morning. 

Memorandum from Concern, H. F. Du ns ford, c. a., Commanding Jynteoah 

Field Force. 

Forwarded for submission to Brigadier-General St. G. D. 
Showers, e. n., Commanding the Presidency Dhision. 

Memorandum from He iuadter-G enkral St. (?. D. Showers, c, it., Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(No. 151, dated the 12lh January 186;l.) 
Forwarded for submission Jo his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief. The loss of the cooly is to be regretted, as it will create 
alarm among them. 1 have directed Colonel Dunsford to move patrols 
in force along the routes by which his supplies are brought. 

Memorandum from Brigadier-General St. G. D. Showers, e. n., Commanding 
the Presidency Division,—(No. 150, dated the 19th January 1863.) 
Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the. 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 

From Colonel II. F. Dunsford, e. n., Commanding Troops in the (lossyah and 
Jyntccah Hills, to (’attain E Tv. O. Gilbert, Assistant Adjutant-General, Pre¬ 
sidency Division,—(No. 41, dated the 30th December 1862.) 

Silt, 

In my letter No. 28 of 26th instant, I stated that Lieutenant 
Walcott had received information, which he thouflit he could rely on, 

8 
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that Ookiang Nongba, the rebel leader, was lying ill iu a koorung 
near Hurwan, and, if great secrecy were used, might be captured. 

I have now the honor to state that I was in error in saying the 
information had been obtained by Lieutenant Walcott, as will appear 
from the accompanying private note from that officer. To Lieutenant 
Sadlier is entirely due the credit of obtaining the information, and the 
able, energetic, and successful measures in acting on it. 

My telegram sent through Mr. Abercrombie, the Sessions Judge 
of Dacca, this day, will have conveyed to the Brigadier-General the in¬ 
telligence of the entire success of the expedition, which, 1 reported on 
the 2Gth instant, I had organized for the capture of the influential 
rebel leader Ookiang Nongba. 

Lieutenant Sadlier was informed by the Dolloye of Nurteng of 
the concealment, in a village near Ilurwan, of this chief, about a week 
ago : he did not feel authorized to adopt any active measures for his 
apprehension without permission from me, as it entailed his absence 
from his post at Nurteng for four days. I readily acted on his sugges¬ 
tion to get him a party of thirty-five men composed of the 28th and 
44th regiments Native Infantry ; and his letter, which I annex, will 
explain the able and energetic measures he adopted to carry out the 
duty assigned him, and I Would solicit the favor of the Brigadier- 
General's bringing this officer’s qualifications to the favorablo notice 
of His Excellency the Commander-in Chief. 

Lieutenant Sadlier has shewn that he possesses the full confidence 
of the natives by the manner in which he acquired the information of 
the secret haunt of the rebels, and has shewn himself a most intelligent 
and active officer in the mode adopted to take advantage of it. 

The apprehension of Ookiang Nongba will, I think, have great 
influence in putting down the rebellion in the north, and, if successful 
in my attack on the stockades in the south on the 2nd proximo, of 
which I am very confident, I have great hopes the whole country will 
be reduced to submission within the month. 

I purpose holding a trial, under Act XI. of 1857, on Ookiang 
Nongba during the day, and carrying out the sentence at once, and 
to-morrow morning moving towards Padoo preparatory to an attack on 
the stockades of Oo£ai and Nongbarai. 
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From Lieutenant B. Walcott, to Bbioadieb H. F. Dunsfobij, c. n., Commanding 
tho Jynteah Field Force,—(dated the 24t,h December 1862.) 

M? DEAB BbiGADIEB, 

Sadliee has shewn me your public letter, or rather Light- 
foot’s, directing him to make an expedition with the object of capturing 
Ookiang Nongba, and has pointed out that its tenor leads to the sup¬ 
position of your being under the impression that I am the originator of 
the expedition; and I must acknowledge I may not have been suffi¬ 
ciently careful, in speaking to you to-day, to make it clear that the in¬ 
formation that has led to the expedition was given to Sadlier first and 
not tome. I mentioned it casually to-day, but evidently not so as to at¬ 
tract your attention, and I therefore write at once to disclaim any cre¬ 
dit in the matter, and to say that the credit is entirely due to Sadlier. 
He has been much more successful than I in establishing a good un¬ 
derstanding with the man who has engaged to make the capture (one 
of the headmen here), and to this good understanding is, doubtless, 
attributable the fact of the offer being made to him and not me. I ac¬ 
company Sadlier by his wish, and because 1 engaged with you to do so; 
but the management will be-bis. 

Sadlier has been so careful in concealing his intentions, the result 
of the information given him about Oukiang Nongba, that 1 was un¬ 
aware hi; had not let the matter drop, but it appears that being inform¬ 
ed of your arrival at Jowai lie ha(j written to M orton to propose an 
expedition, and sent to Jowai yesterday, to speak to Morton, the man 
who had engaged to make the capture. 


From Lieutenant T. It. Sadt.ieb, Commanding at Nurtcng, to the Staff Officer of 
the Jynteah Field Force, Camp Jowai,—(dated tho 2'Jth December 1862.) 

SlH, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 

25A., dated 21th instant, and in obedience 
8th IIeoimknt Punjab Infantby. , ,. , 

l Lieutenant. to the instructions contained therein, 

3 Naicu” 8 ’ marched from Nurtcng at (i.j r. m. outlie 

4th R»££nu*T. Ihfahtbt. evening of the 25th instant with a detach- 
8 s< -' 1 “' ya - ment, strength as per margin, and accom¬ 

panied by Lieutenant Walcott, Assistant Commissioner. I marched in a 
north-east direction over a very difficult country, being a succession of 
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swamps and hills. Owing to the darkness of the night, I could progress 
hut very slowly; and on this account, during a march of twelve and a 
half successive hours, I only made some fifteen miles. On the morn¬ 
ing of the 20th instant, at G| a. m., I halted, placing my men under 
cover in the jungle to escape observation during the day; and at 5 r. m. 
that $ame evening I recommenced my march and went on steadily all 
night, encountering many difficulties by the way, such as dense bam¬ 
boo juiigle and rivers ; and at about 0 a. m. on the following morning 
I arrived at the village fti which Ookiang Nongba was. Making a 
sudden rush, I got into the village without my approach being 
observed, and at once got to the further side, being led in that direc¬ 
tion by Oolong, the man who first gave me the information about the 
prisoner. My men now entered the houses in all directions. Oolong 
having pointed out to me the house in which he supposed Ookiang 
Nongba to be, I at once got in rear of it, and stood there to prevent 
his escape in that direction. Oolong at the same time entered the 
house hv the front door, on which the prisoner came out into the 
back verandah of his house, with a view to jumpiug into a jungly 
koorung on the edge of which his house was built, (his house was 
built upon piles about twelve or thirteen feet high). On seeing me 
he went back into his house again. Immediately afterwards Oolong 
called for assistance, saying that Ookiang Nongba was in the house. 

I now, with two of the sepoys, at once rushed to aid him, and very 
soon after the rebel leader was a prisoner in my hands. 

It 'is now my pleasing duty to bring to your notice the gallant • 
conduct of Oolong, who, on seeing Ookiang Nongba, at ouce rushed 
on him : the prisoner snapped a pistol in his face; he then took a 
double-barrelled gun and pointed it at us. This also missed fire, owing 
to the caps having been too long on the nipples. On my coming up* 
with the sepoys to help Oolong, lie at once fell hack and then began 
defending himself with his sword, which his position in the house 
enabled him to do with good effect. Owing to the small dimensions 
of the rooms, the sepoys were unable to have t'icir bayonets fixed, and 
as I wished, if possible, to take him alive, I had irdcrcd the sepoys 
not to fire. Seeing that he would not yield, and not willing to en¬ 
danger the life of any of my party, I ordered one of the men to fire at 
him; and another man, who had got into the verandah, to fix his 
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bayonet. This being done, I saw that it was likely that he would 
give himself up, so I called out, “ put clown your sword and I will not 
shoot you •” this hc‘ dicl. I then took hold of him, and assisted by a 
sepoy dragged him out of the house and j^ul him secured. His wife 
and two children were taken prisoners ; but, owing to a want of vigi¬ 
lance on the part of the Dolloye, site, • together with the children, 
escaped on the following night. In the village the sepoys caught 
nine other Jowai men. After destroying about a maund and a half 
of powder, I ordered the men to cook ; ancf as soon as they had eaten 
their breakfast, I commenced my march towards Nurteng not wishing 
to remain in the heavy jungle, and fearing that the prisoner might try to 
escape, or that my party much fatigued after two nights hard march¬ 
ing, and encumbered with a large number of prisoners, might bo 
attacked, as one of the prisoners told the Nurteng Dolloye that they 
expected a large party of rebels to join them in a short time. 

To Lieutenant "Walcott I am much indebted for his kind and 
valuable assistance. To the Nurteng Dolloye and Oolong, I am indebted 
for the information which led to the capture of this noted rebel, 

and now bog to bring both to your favorable notice, as without their 

hearty co-operation this leader would not have been captured. 

During the time that I have been in command at Nurteng, 
Oolong and the Dolloye have given me much assistance, and I sin¬ 
cerely trust that they may be regarded for the valuable service they 
have rendered. I now wish to mention that Eli Buxsh, 28th l!e«-i- 
mont Punjab Native Infantry, the senior Ilavildar of the par tv was 
as I have always found him, most energetic. The whole party behaved 
well during the time I was away: they marched for two nights over 
most fatiguing ground. Owing to the darkness of the night we were 
constantly separated, and consequently the men were much more- 
fatigued than they would have been had they marched double the dis¬ 
tance by day. As directed in your letter the men m;;relied as lightly 
as possible, each man carrying one dhy’s provisions and bis cloak. The 
latter served by day us his bedding and at night kept off the damp. 
For the whole party I had only eight coolies ; four of whom carried 
the rnssndj two, the men's cooking pots; and one cooly each for Lieute¬ 
nant Walcott and myself. I hope the party's good and cheerful conduct 
under much hardship will not be forgotten. 
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In Ookiang Nongba’s house we found six guns of sorts; among 
them a musket belonging to the 33rd Regiment Native Infantry. 

Memorandum from IhuoADij^-GnNEHAT. St. G. D. Showers, c. b., Commanding 
the Presidency Division,—(No. 149, dated the 19th January 18G3.) 
IJokwauded for submission to Ilis Excellency the Commandcr-in- 
Chief; and I beg to recommend to the notice of His Excellency the able 
and energetic measures adopted by Lieutenant Sadlier of the 28th Native 
Infantry, by which lie successfully captured the chief leader of the re¬ 
bels. The good conduct of the men also I beg to bring to His Excel¬ 
lency’s favorable consideration. 


Memorandum from Brigadier-General St. G. D. Showers, c. b., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwarded for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. 

From Colonel II. F. Ditnsfokd, c. b., Commanding Jynteeh Field Force, to Cap¬ 
tain E. K. O. Gilbert, Assistant Adjutant-General of the Presidency Division, 
Calcutta,—(No. 43, dated the 31st December 1862.) 

Sir, 

In my letter No. 41' of yesterday’s date, I reported, for the 
information of the Brigadier-General Commanding the Division, my 
intention to proceed with the trial of the captured rebel chief Ookiang 
Nungba. 

I have now the honor to state that Captain Morton, the Deputy 
Commissioner, and myself, yesterday held a commission on him on the 
charge of “ rebellion and inciting to rebel,” which was clearly proved; 
and wc passed sentence of death, which was carried out in the presence 
of the troops and all the villagers at 5 r. m. yesterday. 

The prisoner throughout observed a sullen and dogged indifference, and 
an apparent consciousness that his life was forfeited. We questioned 
him closely as to the origin of the rebellion, and lie assured ns by the 
most sacred oaths that, although the Income Tax was assuredly dis¬ 
tasteful to them all and shook their confidence in Government, yet the 
immediate cause of rebellion was an interference with their religious 
rites; that Manik Doloyc, the head of this village (and who still retains 
that position), had ^assured the people at a public meeting that tlic 
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Government had directed they should no longer perform their religious 
ceremonies or bum their dead as they had been accustomed to do ; that 
he recommended them all to pay no more taxes or revenue; and that in 
this they all agreejl and determined to have recourse to their jungles. 
Manik Doloye immediately after forsook the cause and returned to his 
present position. 

The prisoner, without any cringing supplication for pardon, stated 
that, if his life was spared for seven days, many of the rebels- would 
probably submit; but, as the generous clemency offered to all in rebellion 
had been so emphatically rejected, we determined on trying the effect of 
severe measures, and his execution took place within three hours of his 
conviction. 

The artillery left this yesterday for Amwai Pooujce, and I am now 
about to march for the same place on the following day. I go to 
Padoo, and on 2nd hope to attack Oomkai and Nongbarai. 

Memorandum from Buigaiukii-Gk.neiiai, St. G. D. Showers, c. a., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwarded for submission to His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chicf. 

The conduct of the commission in refusing to act upon the statement 
of the rebel leader, I consider to have been most judicious. 

• 

Memorandum from Major J. C. Haughton, Officiating Agent to the Governor-General, 
on Special Duty,—(No. 2C-, dated the 11th January 1803.) 

Forwarded for the information of the Hon’ble the Lieute¬ 
nant-Governor of Bengal. The statement of the rebel Ookiang, refer- 
ed to by Captain Morton, has not been received. 

From Captain B. W. D. Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jynteah' 

Hills, to Major J, C. Hauguton, Commissioner on special duty,—(dated the 6th 

January 1863.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Government, 
the capture and execution of Ookiang Nongba, the principal leader of 
the rebels of Jynteeah, and the destruction of the stockades at Oomkoi 
and Oomkrong in these hills. 
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2. The capture of the rebel chief iu a village, two marches north- 
cast of Nurteng, was effected on the morning of the 27th ultimo, by a 
party under the command of Lieutenant Sadlicr of the 28th Native In¬ 
fantry, accompanied by Lieutenant Walcott, Assistant Commissioner. 

j * • # 

This party was led by a Khassyah of the name Oollong Sattoonga, a 
resident of the village of Nurteng, to whom, on behalf of himself and 
the other Khassyahs who accompanied him, I paid the Government 
reward uf Rupees 1,000. The credit of obtaining the necessary informa¬ 
tion, and of the arrangements which led to the capture of this noted 
chief, is entirely due to Lieutenant Sadlicr of the 28th Native Infantry; 
whose good services I beg to bring prominently, through you, to the 
notice of Government. Lieutenant Walcott and the party of sepoys 
who accommpaniccULieutenant Sadlicr, and who shared in the discom¬ 
forts of two night marches over a swampy and billy country, are also 
well worthy of the consideration of Government. 

3. Ookiaug Nongba was brought to trial before Brigadier Lunsford, 
c. b., and myself, (Commissioners under Act XL of 1857,) and having 
been found guilty of rebellion against the British Government was 
sentenced capitally. This sentence was carried into execution at Jowai 
on the 30tli December 1802. I have the honor to forward a copy of 
a statement elicited from Ookiaug Nongba, with reference to the causes 
which led to the Jyntecah rebellion. 

4. I take this opportunity .of stating that the full reward of 
Rupees 1,000 was paid by me to Oollong and the other Khassyahs, as 
the same had been promised to them by Lieutenant Sadlier. Though 
the sepoys who accompanied Lieutenant Sadlier were unquestionably 
entitled to their share, I deemed it better to make their conduct a 
matter of special report, rather than by dividing the rewards to give 
the Khassyahs any ground for supposing that Government had not 
kept faith with them. With the permission of Government, 1 should 
like to present the sepoys alluded to with Rupees 500, meeting the 
charge from the money which I expect to realise from the sale of captured 
bullocks and dhan in hand. 

5. I proceed to notice the late military operations which have 
rcsvdtcd in the destruction of the rebel strongholds at Oomkoi and 
Oomkrong. 
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6. I had taken advantage of the delay in the arrival of the troops • 
to visit Nongtalong, the principal village in the South Poonjee District. 
This village has been all along friendly to Government, and has been 
protected for some. months past by a detachment of the 28th Native In¬ 
fantry, under the command of Captain Robinson, 2nd in command (now 
Officiating Commandant) of that regiment. In company with Captain 
Robinson, whose knowledge of the adjacent country I foumfof the 
greatest service, I visited on the 23rd ultimo the deserted village of 
Lamin, distant about one and a half heurs’ march to the west of 
Nongtalong. Lamin is separated by the Moongsar (at its junction with 
the Mungut) from another village of the South Poonjee District by, 
name Oomkoi. This last village I observed to be strongly stockaded. 

7. Returning to Annvai it was my intention to have visited 
another deserted village of the name of P.addoo, at which Colonel 
Richardson, Commanding the 44th Native Infantry, had informed me 
he was of opinion a camp should.be formed. I found, however, a 
letter from Colonel Dunsford, c. Commanding the Field Force, re¬ 
questing me to meet him at Jowai. 1 accordingly returned im¬ 
mediately to that post, and suggested to Colonel Dunsford, who had 
not visited that part of the country, the formation of one camp at 
Lamin, under the command of Captain Robinson, and of another, 
as pointed out by Colonel Richardson, at Paddoo, distant three and 
a half hours’ march to the soutli f west of Annvai, under his own im- 
niedatc command. 

8. Colonel Dunsford approved of these suggestions, and accord¬ 
ingly issued the necessary orders to Captain Robinson, whose detach¬ 
ment was strengthened; and at the same time detached Colonel 
Richardson, Commanding 41th Native Infantry, with the available men 
of his corps, to form a camp at, and reconnoitre the country !•; the 
neighbourhood of Paddoo. Colonel Richardson subsequently reported 
the villages of Oomkoi, the former two hours (south), and the latter 
two and a half (west by south) distant from Paddoo, to be strongly 
stockaded. Oomkrong, I may observe, is separated from Paddoo by the 
Oomdeb stream (at its junction with the Mungut), and as the crow flies 
is not more than one and a quarter miles distant from that village; owing, 
however, to the necessity of heading the Oomdeb, it is impossible to 
reach Oomkrong under the time stated. 


9 
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9. Colonel Dunsford marched with the artillery (two twelve- 
pounder howitzers under the command of Captain Cordner) to Paddoo 
on the 1 st instant; and, on receiving Colonel Richardson’s report deter¬ 
mined on attacking the stockade of Oomkoi at noon . of the following 

day. 

10. \Ordcrs having been issued to Captain Robinson to co-operatc 
from Lamin, we marched on Oomkoi on the morning of the 2nd. It is 
out of my province to attempt a description of the attack. It may be 
sufficient to state that the stockade, which consisted of a stone-Wall some 
six feet high by three feet in breadth, surmounted by stout wood and 
bamboos strongly lashed together and faced by a formidable clievaux de 
frise, or more properly speaking, a net work of pointed stakes, was 
successfully carried by escalade. The artillery was of the greatest 
service in preventing the rebels from rallying at a still more formidable 
stockade between that just mentioned and the village of Oomkoi, and 
in enabling Captain Robinson to make good his attack without loss 
from the Lam in side. Our loss was small; Colonel Richardson was 
slightly wounded with a spear; one sepoy was wounded mortally, and a 
few others received slight hurts. Two Khassyahs were fointd (lead in 
the enclosure, and as several arms fell into our hands, it is fair to pre- 
sume a number of wounded were, as is customary, carried off. 

11. The troops returned to I kiddy o the same day, two detachments 
under English officers being left to hold the upper and lower positions 
in the stockades. The troops halted at Paddoo on the 3rd. 

12. On the night of the 3rd a large fire was observed in the direc¬ 
tion of Oomkrong. It was at first supposed that the rebels who had 
fired their temporary huts had abandoned their position. A recon¬ 
noitring party proceeded to Oomkrong on the 4th. It was found that 
a stockade consisting of a stone-wall, and chevnvx tie frise, which barred 
the entrance to a plateau on which the lately burnt village had stood, 
had been deserted. Wc destroyed this stockade without opposition. 
On the reconnoitring party pushing to the further end of the plateau, 
a second and, as it proved, a very formidable stockade was discovered. 
The reconnoitring party after an ineffectual attempt to burn the jun¬ 
gle in front of the stockade returned to camp at Paddoo. 
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13. Wc advanced on Oomkrong about 300 strong on the morning 
of the 5th ; Colonel Richardson in absence of Colonel Dunsford, o. b., 
who had sustained an injury to his foot, commanding. A delay was 
experienced on the road owing to one of the gun carriages having been 
thrown down. On reaching the stockade the artillery opened fire. 
Though no breach xvas effected, there can be no doubt that th^glcfcnd- 
ors, who were in great numbers, were held in considerable cheek by 
the shells thrown into the enclosure. On the advance being 'sounded, 
the infantry rushed forward, led by Coloflel Richardson, who, I regret 
to say, was almost immediately struck down by a bullet, which inflicted 
a severe wound in his leg. Major Thclwall, e. b.. Commanding the 
21st Punjab Infantry, succeeded to the command. The stockade was 
carried by escalade after a determined but ineffectual resistance on 
the part of the rebels. Our loss consisted in one officer and two men 
severely, and two officers and eight men slightly, wounded. Heavy 
tracks of bftod were found in the line of the retreating rebels. The 
styekade was a repetition of those 1 have already described, with the 
addition of an abattis in front and at right angles to the work. Huge 
boulders inside afforded splendid shelter to the defenders. A third 
stockade barred the approach from the extreme rear, but the main 
work being carried, this was of course Abandoned. 

14. A post under the command of an English officer has been 
established on the plateau of OomSrong. The main body and artillery 
will return immediately to Amwai, where Colouel Dunsford, e. n., pro¬ 
poses to halt a few days, Avith a view of observing the effect produced 
by the late operation, and the execution of the rebel chief spoken of 
in my first paragraph. I know of no other stockades. One; is spoken 
of near .Lamin, but if still held. Captain Robinson promises to account 
for it. The troops will not leave this neighbourhood until the rebels-of 
the villages noted in the margin, either are driven across the Mungut 

Six Villages of South Pooujce. »> to tlie Kh y rim territory, when they 

ijuiiang. will be folloAved up bv Captain Mac- 

Paddoo. , 

Pomtadong. donald, 2nd in comma)"' of the 

Kamroop Regiment or (as I think more probable,) tliey tender their 
submission. 
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Memorandum from Major J.C. IIatohtoi?, Officiating Agent of the Governor-Gene¬ 
ral, on special duty,—(No. 3C., dated the 13th January 1863.) 

Copy of examination of Ookiang Nongba referred to in Captain 

Morton’s letter dated 6th January, forwarded to the Secretary to the 

Government of Bengal, for the information of the Ilon’ble the 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

v 

Proceedings in the case of Ookiang Nongba charged with rebellion. 

Present Brigadier Dnnsford, c.n. ... (Comniissoncrs under 

„ Captain Morton 1 Act XI. of 1857. 

Reply of the Defendant. —I shall speak the whole truth though I 
. am hanged for it. I am neither Dolloye nor Pathor, 1 have attended to 
my fields. In the cold season I have traded with vhe Meekirs. 
Manick Dolloye held a durbar at Jowai, at which he informed all 
the ryots that by orders of Government the religious observances and 
the burning of the dead were prohibited. On hearing this l thought 
it was all up with us, and I therefore said at the durbar that I would 
not pay any tax. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsford. —How did Manick obtain his 
Dolloyeship ? 

The ryots of Lattober, Shermong, Jallong, Jowai, Padoo, and 
Pompadong, with whom lay the power of election, elected him. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsford. —Did you incite the other ryots 
not to pay tax ? 

All our poojah-arms were at Jallong, and I told all that we should 
give them in to the jemadar and flee to the jungles, as our worship had 
been stopped, without arms. 

With this view we brought our arms to the guard and told the 
jemadar that we had come to give up our arms ; that we would not 
fight with Government; but that, as our worship and the burning of 
our dead had been interfered with, we would flee to the jungles. 

The sepoys of the guard fired on us and we ran off to the jungles. 
In the jungle near Jallong wc held a durbar at which Manick attended- 
Manick gave orders that we were to fight for fifteen years, as we had 
no longer freedom to worship. In the evening after another durbar 
had been held, wc went to fight the guard at Jowai, but no fight took 
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place owing to our fears. By order of Manick, a stockade was made at 
Jallong. Manick after this ran away to the Jowai guard. After the 
fall of the stockade, ttc ran to the neighbouring jungle. I was at the 
Munsow fight, but not at that of Ralliang. Oo Bang Dolloye \jfas the 
leader at Ralliang. 

lie is still to the fore. For the last year I have never used arms. I 
have merely fled. 

Question hy Brigadier Dunsford. —How then did you cortle by a 
Government musket ? 

They made me a Dolloye in the jungles and brought me the arms. 

Question jby Brigadier Dunsford.— 'Where are the other muskets? 

Ookma Langdo, of Jallong* has one. Oodran Sallo, of Jallong, 
has one. These two men between them have five Government muskets. 

Question hy Brigadier Dunsford. —Do you know who killed the 
Nurteng Dolloye ? 

A man of Munsow whose name I forget, a ryot of Million Dolloye. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsford. —How came the stockades to 
be built ? 

The rebels built them. I have never been to them. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsford. —What stockades arc there? 

Ooinkoi, Padoo, and I hear, Joori Soolfkut. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsford. —At whose suggestion did the 
rebels refuse the oiler of pardon ? 

The rebels acted on their own fears that perhaps they would be hanged. 
No one advised them to stay out. No one told us we would be 
pardoned. Wc w r crc only told to submit. 

We were told to come in and re-settle, pay our revenue, and that it 
would be well for us. Wc did not hear that our poojah would be 
restored. I was present at the durbar held at Shamphoong by Rabun 
Sing, the Kowars, and Hajun Manick; also at one held at Nurteng 
by Ram Sing, Rabun Sing, and the Kowars. 

All our twelve Dolloyes said that if our taxes were excused, and our 
Rajah • restored, they would make friends, otherwise they would stay 
in the jungle. 

Question by Captain Morton. —You were dissatisfied with regard 
to interference with your religion, had you any other cause for 
rebellion ? 
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We were not dissatisfied with the House Tax, but with the Income 
Tax. We raised a little produco from the ground and were taxed 
excessively. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsford.—H ow much Income Tax had 
you to pay ? 

Foyr Rupees. 

Question- by Brigadier Dunsforii. —Was any one to your knowledge 
taxed tnore than four Rupees ? 

1 don’t know. 

Question by Captain Morton. —By whom was the tax collected ? 

The Dolloyes. 

Question by Captain Morton. —Did you ever hear of their or of 
the darogah’s taking money from the villagers on the pretence of tax ? 

No. 

Question by Captain Morton. —With the exception of interference 
with religion and the burning of the dead and of the Income Tax, had 
you any other cause for dissatisfaction ? 

No. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsford. —Did you know Major Rowlatt? 

By name only. 

Question by Captain MortIin. —Did actual interference with religious 
rites ever occur, or were you merely told hy Maniek that it would occur V 

Mauick, stating that it was by o»der of the Habib, forbade the burning 
of the dead in the former place. The former place bordered on the 
Poonjee of Jowai. 

Question by Captain Morton. —Did Snrkcc Darogah ever interfere 
with your poojah at Jowai or Jallong ? 

Yes, both at Jowai cud bilking lie forbade our burning the dead 

and i-i.'ojdi 

0 Esr-i ssv Captain Morton. —Did you ever complain of the 
acts of M .. or Surkee to the Sahib ? 

Y. me went; Oossdca went to Cherra. 

Question i» Captain MoUton. —Did he go of himself or was he 

mnt ? 

Of himself. 

Question by Captain Morton. —Did you believe that Maniek acted 
undo the Sahib’s order ? 
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(After fencing with the question Prisoner replies), 1 thought it was 
the Sahib’s order. 

Question jsy Captain Morton.—W hat did the Sahib say when 
asked about the burping? 

lie said, “ go and burn, who prevents you ?” 

Question' by Captain Morton.—W hen vou heard that the Sahib 

* 

had so spoken to one of your own villagers why did you still rebel ? 

The Dolloye prevented us. 

Question by Captain Morton.—W ho has the power in the District, 
the Sahib or Dolloye ? 

The Sahib. 

Question by Captain Mouto.W—T hen why did you not complain? 

I don’t know laws and regulations ; so J took to the jungles. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsuord.—H ave you been on bad terms 
with Mauick? 

No. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsuord.—Y ou bare heard what the Pathor 
said about bis being imprisoned by you, what say you to that? 

The rebels may have done so, liut not by my order. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsuord.—W here did you get the powder 
found near your bouse ? 

The men of Paddoo gave it to me. I have been there twice. The 
last time, four months ago, i went, by the Klivrim territory by the 
village of Mourning. We went in a party of 200. We went from 
Nonglloot by the Districts of Nongjoongec, Lattober, Sliampliooiig, 
and Sliennong to the Miingut Hirer. 

Question by Captain Morton.—W ith the exception of Surkee, did 
any of the police ever tyrannize over you? 

No. 

Question by Captain Morton.—D id the police ever take your rms 
with which you were worshipping at Jallong? 

Yes, Surkee Darogah did. 

Question by Brigadier Dunsuord.—W ho are the leaders of the 
rebellion ? 

Munsow District .. .. .. Million. 

Sliampliooiig „ .. .. .. (lokkatt. 

Italliang „ .. .. ... Oobang. 
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ft at toon ga District 

OoSawar. 

ltumbai ,, 

... Oomousa. 

Padoo and") , c t \ 

Pomtadon ) ” (° f Jowai ) • 

• f OoLong. 

*' (.Langdo. 

Sath Poonjce ,, .. 

Oolteah. 

Jowai ,, .. 

Oolloia, brother of 
Ookiang Pathor. 


No. 790. 

Copy of the above forwarded for the information of the Government 
of India in the Home Department. 


Memorandum from Major J.C.IIaughton, Officiating Agent to the Governor Gene¬ 
ral, North-East Frontier,—(No. 4(\, dated the 1 tth January 1803.) 
Fokwardf.d to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
the information of Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Lieutenant E. Y. Walcott, Assistant Commissioner, Norton", to Captain 
B. W. I), — Morton, Deputy Commissioner,—(dated the 3rd January 18G3.) 

Sir, 

In accordance with your request I have the honor to record 
an account, in an official form, of the capture of Ookiang Nonglm, the 
chief instigator and ringleader ,pf die rebellion on these hills. It 
appears that about the middle of last month a resident of Ilmnpoong 
brought intelligence to a relative of liis, a native of Oompara, now 
residing here, of the fact that Ookiang had been for sometime staying 
at Oomkarain a state of ill-health. Thus the information got to the 
ears of Oomon, Bur Dolloy of Nurteng, and his right hand man, 
Oolong, who communicated it to Lieutenant ftadlier, coming here one 
day while I was absent engaged in the capture of rice from the rebels. 

2. Oomkara is a small village in the neighbourhood of Kurwang, 
which itself belongs to the Nurteng Dolloy ship. It is situated about 
twenty-five miles north-cast of this. 

3. The matter having been communicated to Brigadier Dunsford 
orders were issued, on the 24th ultimo, for Lieutenant Saillier to 
make an expedition accordingly; and the party started on tho evening 
Of the 25tli, composed of Lieutenant Sadlicr and myself,^thirty-five 
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bayonets of the 28th and 24th Regiments, the Dolloy of Nnrteng, and 
and his right hand man, Oolong, who brought some thirty armed 
Kluissyahs with them. Eight coolies carried the baggage, ^either 
Lieutenant Sadlicr nor myself took servants. In order to avoid 
observation it was necessary to travel by night only, and we, therefore, 
continued our way till morning, aided for a short time by the moon 
and subsequently by the stars, which, I am glad to say, shone brightly. 
The road we traversed that night is a comparatively good one, still it 
was necessary to stop very frequently to allow of those behind closing 
up to those in front, for it was much to he apprehended lest some of • 
the party falling in rear should take a diverging road. By morning we 
had accomplished considerably more than half the journey. We 
remained concealed in a wood during the day and resumed our way 
about ft r. m. So far we had come through an open country, leaving 
Mobokhan on our left and passing through Nowdoug, a deserted village 
of Nongjoongco. On starting again, our way for an hour about led 
through forest, underwood, and long grass till we came to the Ugooar, 
a river which, comparing it with the rivers of these hills generally, 
may be called large : it runs at the point I speak of from south-west to 
north-east. Crossing it we found an opfcn country. As we advanced 
towards the village of Nonglaket the guides seemed to doubt about the 
road and they took us through the .village instead of skirting it as, I 
believe, might have been done. There were a few people in the village, 
and lest they should give notice of our progress all the men we found 
were taken with us. Proceeding on we came to the Oomcherry a 
larger river than the Ugooar, running from cast lowest. The moon ,d 
now gone down and had deprived us of all light but that of the stars ; so 
that it was with considerable dilliculty we could discern each ot' aiul 
so follow the lead, though close on eaqh others heels. Every impedi¬ 
ment such as bogs, streams, and ditches, detained us long till all should 
pass, and we could proceed again together. About five miles from our 
destination we entered a forest of fine bamboos. Here the road being 
very bad, and on account of the foliage having no light at all, we soon 
found it absolutely necessary to light torches, some of the men having 
gone, astray notwithstanding the slow pace and numerous stoppages. 
Still our progress was very slow, the road being very indistinct in the 
luxuriant undergrowth, and the indifferent torches few and l'ar between. 

10 
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However we had given ourselves plenty of time and could hardly have 
reached the place in better time than wc did. It was hardly broad 
day-light when" on surmounting a forest-clad range of hills, a roof 
appeared in sight somewhat less than a quarter of a mile below. Wc 
hurried forward, knowing that in a sndden rush lay our greatest likeli¬ 
hood of success. The small village of Oomkara consists of about 
twelve houses ranged in two rows with a street between, surrounded 
on all sides with forest, which extends as far as the eye can sec, and 
probably to the foot of the hills in Assam. Having observed that 
people often escape from the further end of villages to that entered by 
troops and having obtained Lieutenant' Sadlier's consent, I went at 
once to the further end as fast as I could. No dog had barked and 
even the noise we made in descending the steep approach to the 
village, strewed, though it was probably unintentionally, with dry bam¬ 
boos, failed to attract the notice of the slumbering inmates till wc were 
upon thorn. Ookiang’s is the last house on the left hand side of the 
street at the end to which I had gone. I did not know which house 
was his at the time, and while guarding one on the opposite side of the 
street a man jumped from Ookiang’s house, which is raised on {tiles, 
and ran down a steep descent into the forest. Not knowing but that 
this might be Oukiung, I followed, but the steep was strewed with long 
bamboos laying in all directions aijd I fell. I had hardly recovered 
myself when 1 heard Oolong call out that he had discovered Ooki- 
ang. I saw Lieutenaut Sadlier run to his assistance from the top up 
the steep I had descended, and when I entered the house, he said 
“ there is a man lighting here.” This was Ookiang. Some sepoys were 
with Lieutenant Sadlier who said he was afraid of getting crowded 
in the small room into which that in which Ookiang was opened, and 
I therefore went into the room separated by a partition from that in 
which Ookiang was, but before I had effected an entrance by breaking 
down this partition "with the aid of a havildar of the 28th, Ookiang was 
a prisoner. lie attempted to shoot Oolong in Lieutenant Sadlier’s 
presence, but the cap missed fire, and Oolong says he had tried once 
before with a like result. He afterwards defended himself with a 
sword, and not wishing to have any of his men wounded. Lieutenant 
Sadlier directed them to fire : this was done, but he afterwards laid 
down his sword and was taken unwounded. Lieutenant Sadlier 
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repeatedly called on Ookiang to give himself up, and when he laid 
down his sword, apparently with the intention of doing so, a sepoy 
seized him. In the meantime the sepoys entered the other house 
and captured eight other Jovvai men. Six fire-arms, or rather seven, 
including a pistol-which Ookiang tried to fire, at Oolong, were taken, 
among them two double-barrel guns and one musket of the 33rd Regi¬ 
ment Native Infantry. How many of these were in Ookiang^ house 
I cannot say. Ookiang’s retreat seemed well calculated to facilitate 
escape. In front was a high staging on which he could sit anti watch 
against surprise, and from which in less <ha*n a minute he could reach 
the dense forest which surrounds the village. lie did essay to escape 
from the back of his house in the same manner as the man I followed* 
had done, but Lieutenant Sadlicr was then there and prevented his 
doing so. We started on our return journey about half past ten and 
put up lor the night at the village of Nonglaket. Here the wife and 
children of Ookiang, who had also been captured and had been 
entrusted to the charge of the Dolloy of Nurtcng, escaped, I regret to 
say. Starting again the next morning we reached Nurtcng about. 8 
r. m., having been much delayed on the road by some of the prisoners 
who were ill and weak. 

P. S .—I omitted to mention with regard to the village of Nonglaket 
that, as the people had not removed their household property and live 
stock, and had evidently been iu occupation of it till our approach on 
the night of the '26t.h, no plundering was allowed when the party put 
up there for the night of the 27th, as it appeared possible that the 
people might bo well disposed towards the Government. 

One small village occupied by refuge from Jowai, and situated 
between Nonglaket and Ooirtpara, was burnt on our way back. 


From Majob J. 0. IIauoiiton, Officiating Agent to the Governor-General, North- 
East Frontier, on special duty, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 
2C., dated Chceraponjoe, the 17th January LSG3.) 

Sib, 

On the capture of Ookiang Nongba, the most influential of 
the rebel leaders, I authorized the immediate payment of Rupees 
1,001) to such person or persons as, in the judgment of the Deputy 
Commissioner, were entitled to receive the same. This reward was 
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specially sanctioned by your letter No. 4524 of 18th November 1862. 
It appears that Lieutenant Sadlier, tlie officer to whose exertions the 
capture was mainly due, had promised this amount beforehand to 
Oollong and the Khassyalis with him. The Deputy Commissioner 
considered, and I tiling justly, that the sepovs engaged should share 
in the reward. It could not, however, be divided without a breach of 
faith toward the Khassyalis : he therefore proposed that a further sum 
of Rupees 500, being the share they would have received had not 
the proffiisc been made by Lieutenant Sadlier to the Khassyalis, should 
be granted to them. Under the circumstances, and believing that 
the effect of the grant of reward would be greatly injured by delay, 
I have taken upon myself to sanction the further payment of Rupees 
500 to the sepoys engaged. I trust the measure will meet with the 
approval of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. The amount is 
provided for in the supplementary budget estimute of the Cossyah 
and Jyuteah Hills. 


Prom J. Geouiiegas-, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
Wajoh J. C. H auoiiton, Officiating Agent, Governor Gcrteral, North-East 
frontier, on special duty,—(No. 80-3, dated the 28th January 1803.) 

SlK, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your memoran¬ 
dum No. 2C. of the lllh instant, with its enclosure, from Captain 
Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jyntcah Hills, 
submitting a report of the capture and execution of Ookiang Nongba, 
the principal leader of tlie rebels of Jyntcah. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor lias perused the account of the exer¬ 
tions of Lieutenant Sadlier and bis party with much satisfaction, and 
desires me to request that you will be so good as to convey liis cordial 
thanks to Lieutenant Sadlier, of the 28th Native Infantry, and to 
Lieutenant Walcott, Assistant Commissioner, for the good services 
rendered by them in effecting the capture of this rebel. 

3. H is Honor is pleased to authorize you to make a present of 
500 Rupees, to be distributed among the sepoys who accompanied 
Lieutenant Sadlier on this expedition for their deserving conduct, the 
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amount to lie paid out of the supplementary budget estimate of the 
Cossyah and Jynteah Hills. 


No. 806. 

Copy of the abov.e letter, and of that to which it is in reply, forwarded 
to the Government of India, in the Home Department, for information. 

No. 807. 

Extract (paragraph 3) from the above letter forwarded to the Civil 
Pay-Master for information. ’ 


No. 808. 

Extract (paragraph 8) from the above letter forwarded to the 
Deputy Auditor and Accountant-General for information. 


Memorandum from I?rigai>ikr-Genriu.l St. G. D. Showers, c. n, Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(No. 181, dated the 22iul January 1803.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
the information of Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Colonist. H. P. Dunsford, c. b., Opmmanding Jynteah Fieid Force, to 
Captain IS. K. O. On. hurt, Assistant Adjutant General, Presidency Division 
Calcutta,—(No. 46, dated Camp Paddoo, the 3rd January 1863.) 

Sir, 

I this morning forwarded a telegram to Mr. Abercrombie, 
Sessions Judge of Dacca, for transmission to the Brigadier-General 
Commanding the Division, announcing the capture of the stockades 
of Nongliarai on the north and Ooinkai on the south, and have now 
the honor to forward a detailed account of the operations. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, accompanied by twenty rank and 
file of the 21st Regiment Punjab Infantry, and eighty from his own 
regiment (the 41th Regiment Native Infantry), marched from Amwai- 
poonjec to Paddoo, a distance of about nine miles, on the 29th ultimo. 
The village of Paddoo lias been totally abandoned and destroyed: it 
was therefore requisite to form a camp here, and this was effected by 
cooly labor during the 30th and 31 sb, and good accommodation pro¬ 
vided for about 250 men. During these days Lieutenant-Colonel 
Richardson, leaving half his detachment for the protection of his 
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labors in the camp, reconnoitred Nongbarai and Oomkiong, both 
strongly stockaded villages. Nongbarai lying about nine miles due 
south and Oomkiong about the same distance west. His diary I 
beg to annex. 

I before reported, for the Brigadier-General's information, my in¬ 
tention of forming a camp here for the troops marching from Amwai- 
poonjee, and one at Lamin for those marching from Nongtalong in the 
south, Lamin being about the same distance from Oomkai as this is 
from Nongbarai. The instructions given to tho officers of these 
advanced posts were to reconnoitre the country well, but as far as 
possible, to avoid collision with the rebels : these instructions were 
well carried out by Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson in the south. 

Captain Macdonald, of the Kamroop’Regiment, was also directed to 
move up with eighty men in two detachments on the west bank of the 
Mungut to endeavor to intercept the rebels should they retreat into 
the Khyrim Rajah’s territories, and a party of seventy men of the 28th 
Regiment Punjab Infantry, under command of Lieutenant Alcoek, to 
occupy Mountensing between the Mungut and Muutadoo rivers and 
cut off their retreat in that direction. 

The Native Christian company of artillery under command of Cap¬ 
tain Cordncr with two howitzers marched from Jowai to Amwai on the 
30th ultimo. I remained at J’owai on the 30th altimo for the trial of 
the rebel leader Ookiaug Nungbah, whose capture I reported, and 
whom Captain Morton, the Deputy Commissioner, and myself con¬ 
demned and executed that day. 

On the 31 st ultimo, accompanied by Captain Morton and my Staff 
Officer, Lieutenant Lightfoot, I marched from Jowai to Amwai. 


On the 1st instant, leaving a guard of fifty men of tho i 1st Regi- 


Hative Christian Company of Artil¬ 
lery. 

1 Captain. 

3 Lieuicnants. , _ , 

27 Hank and t ile with two 12-Pounder 
Mountain Train Howitzers. 

2ts f 'Regiment Punjab Rative Infantry , 
I Major. 

3 Lieutenants. 

1 Assistant Surgeon. 

140 Hank and tile. 

44 th Reiiment A 'alive Infantry. 

1 Lieutenant-Colonel. 

1 Captain. 

1 Subaltern 
1 Assistant Surgeon. 

Ill*l<aak and File. 


ment Punjab Infantry for the protection 
of Amwai, I proceeded with the remain¬ 
der of the force and joined Lieutenant 
Colonel Richardson at Paddoo. 

Our force now amounted to the 
strength as per margin, and on the 
2nd was disposed of as follows :— 

For the protection of the Gamp. 

Fifteen rank and file of the 21st 
Regiment Punjab Native Infantry 
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and ten men of the 44th Regiment (S) Light Infantry under command 
of a native officer of the 21st Regiment Punjab Infantry. 

For Advance Guard. 

• • 

Twenty rank, and file of the 21st Regiment Punjab" Infantry under 

command of Lieutenant Collett, and the same number of the 44th Regi¬ 
ment (S) Light Infantry, the whole under command (of LieAtenant- 
Coloncl Richardson. 

The main body under command of Majou The!wall, c. b.,'’ 21st Regi¬ 
ment Punjab Infantry. 

The rear guard, ten rank and file, of 21st Regiment Punjab, 
Infantry, and the same numbenof the 41 tlx Regiment (S) Light Infantry 
under command of a native officer of the former corps. 

The Native Christian company of artillery under command of Cap¬ 
tain Cordner, with two mountain train howitzers canned on elephants 
between the advance guard and main body, and protected by tweuty 
rank and file told off to accompany them. 

In this order we left camp about 8 a. m., and arrived in sight of the 
stockade about a quarter to 12 a. m. The stockade of Nongbarai is on a 
hill surrounded by very heavy grass and tree jungle. A watercourse 
runs immediately under its walls, whcre»just at the entrance is a clear 
space of a few yards. This jungle continues for many miles in every di¬ 
rection, and the only road leading to J;lie village was the one by which we 
advanced on the north and through the village of Oomkai on the south. 

From a‘ plateau to the west of Nongbarai the village of Oomkai was 
plainly seen about two thousand feet below, and to play on this, one 
howitzer was got into position, whilst the other played from the path 
on to the gateway of the stockade. Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson 
with his advanced guard worked his way through a very dense jungle- 
to the left of the road, with orders to await the sound of the advance, 
when he was to make a rush upon the stockade and endeavor to 
effect entrance. To endeavor with this most gallant and spirited 
officer is to succeed, and his entrance was soon established over a dense 
stockade far surpassing in strength any I have yet seen in these hills. 
The foundation of the whcle Hue was of stone work (very healy) from 
eight to ten feet high and from four to five thick, surmounted by a 
palisade of about the same height, formed of trees and thick bamboo 
strongly interlaced, and the whole further defended from assault by 
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escalade by continued chevavx de frise many feet in length. Major 
Thelwall, c. b v Commanding 21st Regiment Punjab Infantry, was 
directed to assault the gateway as soon as a practicable breach had been 
effected; but his detachment, composed of his own regiment and men 
of the 44th Regiment (S) Light Infantry, rushed to the front before 
a good breach was effected and were obliged to have recourse to scaling 
ladders... From the thick jungle around and the great height of the 
stockade it was impossible to sec the rebels; but from the number of 
voices we cSuld distinctly hear yelling and abusing us, they must have 
numbered many hundreds, and fought through their loopholes with 
arrows, musketry, and spears in perfect security, and, on our troops 
effecting an entrance had, as usual, recourse to their jungles, and 
notwithstanding the instant dispersal of our men in every direction they 
were not again seen. It was confidently expected they would have 
retreated through the village of Oomkai, which was thoroughly com¬ 
manded from the height on which one of the howitzers was placed and 
superintended by Captain Cordncr. Some few men seen, and the 
admirable direction of the shells sent among them, I imagine, prevented 
others adopting that line. Several shells were thrown into the jungles 
near the banks of the Mungut'-in the direction, it was said, the rebels 
would probably take. The effect of these could not, of course, be 
ascertained ; but I take this opportunity of bringing to the notice of 
the Brigadier-General the able and successful arrangements made by 
Captain Cordner for bringing his guns into action. They are, as the 
Brigadier-General is aware, carried on elephants, and notwithstanding 
the steep and rugged hills between this and Nongbarai, oue of which 
a continued descent of upwards of a mile over a narrow path and slip¬ 
pery boulders, the elephants were brought over without accident and 
without once being unloaded, although I had coolies to assist if required. 
Captain Cordncr has an untiring energy, patience, and skill which alone 
could have accomplished this great feat. I have not yet received 
Captain Robinson’s report of his attack on the south; but so well 
was his combination arranged that immediately our first gun was fired 
from tl® heights, the valley of the Mungut resounded with the mus¬ 
ketry from his party. He would have had a most formidable stockade 
to encounter at Oomkai but for the artillery, which playing on the 
rear the rebels were unable to defend their stronghold. 
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There is a line of defence running down in all assailable points from 
Nongbarai and Oomkai, and at the foot of the hill leading into the 
latter place I found* a ditch about twelve feet deep and as many wide 
over which was no. bridge, and the whole enceinte one continued heavy 
loopholed stockade, but on reaching this I found Captain Robinson in 
full possession, and the rebels no where to be seen. 

The number of casualties to our force is surprisingly small, consider¬ 
ing the desperate work they had to perform. 

21st Regiment Punjab Infantry. One Sepoy severely wounded. 

Ditto slightly. 

44th Regiment (S) Light Infantry. One Sepoy mortally ; a bullet 
through the body ; since dead. 

One Sepoy severely. 

Three Ditto slightly. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, though not allowing himself to be 
returned as wounded, received a thrust with a spear in the face, but it 
has, I am happy to say, not proved severe. The loss of his services at 
such a time would be greatly felt. Ilis knowledge of the country and 
the mode of warfare of the rebels, his untiring energy, and gallant bear¬ 
ing induce me to bring him prominently to notice. 

Major Thelwall, c. n., by his quick eye for localities, his energy and 
cheerful obedience of all orders, anefthe spirited manner in which he 
led his meii to the assault, has proved himself most valuable 

acquisition to the force. He brings promihcntly to notice the conduct 
of Lieutenant Robertson, which I beg to second, and also that of 
Captain Shuldham, doing duty with the 44th Regiment (S) Light 
Infantry. A matchlock and several arms, such as bows and arrows, 
spears and kuttras, were taken in the stockade, which lead to the belief 
that many were killed or wounded besides those whose bodies were 
found. 

Captain Robinson’s report shall be forwarded as soon as received. 

I directed him to leave thirty rank and file of his detachment at 
Oomkai, and the same number from the 21st Regiment Punjab Infantry, 
under Lieutenant Stewart, now occupy Nongbarai. I shall pirobably not 
receive the report of Captain Macdoanld, of the Kamroop Regiment, 

11 
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for some days, so cannot tell how far his movements may have assisted 
on the opposite side of the Mungnt in cutting off the rebels from the 
Khyrim territory. 

The 'wounded are doing well tinder the able treatment of Assistant 
Surgeon Sillifant, of the 21st Regiment Punjab Infantry, and of Assist¬ 
ant Surgeon Thornton of the 44tli Regiment (S) Light Infantry. 

Lieutenant Lightfoot, my Staff Officer, was most active throughout 
the engagement. 

Captain Morton accompanied me throughout the day, and to his intel¬ 
ligence I am indebted for a knowledge of the localities of the stockades, 
and his energy and judicious management kept us well supplied with 
carriage and rations. We returned to camp about sunset, and even though 
loss in life of the rebels may not have been very great, they must now 
be fully impressed with our power to carry their strongest stockades. 

The village of Oomkiong, nearly due west of this, is also strongly 
stockaded. 

I have sent instructions to Captain Robinson to send out a party of 
fifty men under an European officer to lie concealed in the jungles 
to-morrow night, and on the morning of the 5th, when I purpose 
attacking Oomkiong, to move up between the Mungnt and Moopram 
Bazar in the Khyrim Rajah’s territory, that being the line of retreat 
the rebels will probably pursue. I have great hopes, that they may be 
intercepted. The impossibility oP closely surrounding them in their 
stockades is manifest to all, their country is so little known and their 
jungles so dense; but by driving them out of their stockades, and pay¬ 
ing liberally for intelligence as to their seerpt haunts, we may hope to 
get their stores and families, which may lead to their submission. 

It is reported that a large number now only wait for the fall of the 
stockades to surrender. 

I beg to recommend the successful operations of Colonel Dunsford, c. b., 
on the stockaded positions of Nongbari andOomkai, and the conduct of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson,’Major Thelwall, Captain Robinson, and 
the other Officers Colonel Dunsford has mentioned in his despatch, to 
the favorable consideration of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

(Sd.) St. G. D. Showers, Brigadier-General, 
Commanding Presidency Division . 
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Memorandum of Journal by Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, Commanding 
44/A Native Infantry, Gamp Paddoo, Is/ January 1863. 

28/A December 1862.—Marched from Jowai to Amwai with Captain 
Shuldham and thirty muskets, 44th Native Infantry. 

29/A December 1862.—Marched with Lieutenant Stewart and twenty 
muskets, 21st Native Infantry. Road open and good for elephants; no 
enemy seen; erected huts for ourselves in the afternoon; saw Seross a 
deep valley a newly erected village stockaded; went from Paddoo; 
passed the night quietly. 

30/A December 1862.—Marched with Lieutenant Stewart and forty 
muskets to Ooksay in one hour; saw no enemy on road. Ooksay and . 
the village near it in the valley quite deserted and overgrown with 
jungle. Coolies employed to-day in erecting huts for the artillery; 
passed the night quietly. 

31s/ December 1862.—With Captain Shuldham and forty-four mus¬ 
kets to Nongbarai in two hours. Road through heavy jungle, but 
we were not molested in going. Nongbarai was burnt last year and is 
deserted ; looked down on Oomkai, distance one thousand yards. This 
village is stockaded, as is the road up from it to the top of the hill 
near Nongbarai, where a sort of stone tower has been built to guard 
the entrance to the Oomkai path; went within 300 yards of tower and 
spoke to the rebels who occupied it. They were civil, but saw they 
intended to fight; we did not attack.them, and as wo could see that 
the women and children in Oomkai were leaving for the jungle below, 

I thought it better, according to Colonel Dunsford’s instructions, to 
return at once to Paddoo. We burnt a good deal of jungle on the road 
back. Near Paddoo on this road is a very steep and difficult descent 
of one mile, and the elephants should be lightly loaded. Huts finished 
this day for 250 men. 

(Sd.) W. Richardson, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Commanding 44/A Native Infantry, at Paddoo. 

Continuation of Journal of Proceedings of n party, 4 1/A Native Infantry, 

under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, Commanding 

44/A Native Infantry. 

la/ January 1863. — A party of twenty men, 21st Native Infantry, and 
twenty men, 40th Native Infantry, accompanied by Lieutenant Stewart, 
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proceeded under my command to Oomcrong, a new village west from 
Paddoo, which we reached in two and a half hours j found the village 
stockaded and occupied by the rebels, with whom we spoke, but they 
refuse^ to surrender, so we came back According to instructions. 

2nd January 1863.—Accompanied Colonel Dunsford with 100 
muskets, 44th Native Infantry, to Nongbarai. I had charge of the 
advanefc guard consisting of twenty men, 21st Native Infantry, under 
Lieutenant Collett, and detachment 44th Native Infantry ; got close up 
to the stockade of Nongbarr.i and waited for the signal to attack; on the 
advance sounding reached the stockade and got in after a few minutes, 
during which time the rebels killed one Sepov, 44tli Native Infantry, 
and wounded one of the 21st Native Infantry, and three of the 44th, 
but not very seriously. The rebels ran as soon as we had cut through 
the stockade, and only one of their number was killed by my party. 

The remainder of the. men of the 44th present were under the 
command of Captain Shuldham of the Regiment, and entered the 
stockade by escalade under the command of Major Tholwall, c. n.. 
Commanding 21st Native Infantry. 

♦ 

Camp Paddoo, 1 (Sd.) W. Richardson, Lieut.-Coll., 

The 3rd January 1863. * ‘Comrtg. 417A Native Infantry, at Paddoo. 


From Major W. Thei.avam., r. t.Vminiandiiig 21st Native Infanfry, to the Staff 
, Officer, Jyntauli Field Force,—(No. 1, da'ed flic 3rd January 1803.) 


Sir, 


I have the honor, in compliance with instructions received to, 

report, for 
the informa¬ 
tion of Co¬ 
lonel Duns¬ 
ford, c. b.. Commanding Jynleah Field Force, the part which the men 
under my command, strength as per margin, took in the attack on the 
.stockade of Nongbarai yesterday forenoon. 


21ft RnniMEST Native Ispastky. 

Native Officer . - 

HnviMurs. 11 

Nuieks . ... 7 

Sepoys . 100 


Utii HrritMKNT Native Ispant 

Native Officer . I 

11 '■% ilil.n s. A 

, Naicks ... ... ... A 

Scj-ej s . r,2 
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2. Soon after the guns had opened fire I received orders from Colonel 
Dunsford to carry the western gateway of the stockade by assault 
as soon as my front was sufficiently cleared. 

3. For this purpose I formed up my men on a narrow pathway in 
front of the gate, and as soon as I considered the opportunity favorable 
gave orders for the advance. 

4. Bushing up the narrow path we came upon the stockade, which 
was defended by a thick stone wall about eight feet high, crowned by a 
palisade of equal height: the gate itself was defended by a complete 
" chevam de /rise” of panjocs or sharp-pointed bamboos, and when, 
after considerable difficulty and labor, this had been removed, the inner . 
portion was fouud to be further protected by strong palisades, through 
the interstices of which the enemy thrust sharp-pointed spears, while 
they had the advantage of being able to discharge arrows, stones, and 
muskets from above. 

5. An entrance being effected I ordered an advance at the double 
and cleared the stockade of the enemy, who retreated rapidly into the 
deep “ kiul” and heavy jungle on the southern side. Soon after, by 
Colonel Dunsford’s direction, I sent down a party to ocdftpy the village 
beneath. 

6. Our casualties amounted to three men wounded and several 
contused by blows from stones. 

7. I beg to bring to the particular notice of Colonel Dunsford, c. b., 
the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Robertson, Adjutant of my Regiment, 
who was the first man of our party to enter the stockade, and who with 
his own hands assisted materially in clearing away the obstacles oppos¬ 
ing our entrance, the enemy firing and thrusting spears from the 
stockade the whole time. 

I also beg to record the great assistance rendered to me by Captain 
Shuldkam, 44tli Native Infantry, who commanded a detachment of his 
Regiment under me. 


No. 847. 

Corv forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
the Home Department. 
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Memorandum from Beiiadibb-Gbnbbal St. G. D. Showbbs, c . b., Commanding 
Prenidency Division,—(No. 230, datejl the 30th January 1863.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Colonel H. F. Dunstobd, c. b., Commanding Jyntenh Field Force, to 
Captain E. K. 0. Gilbebt, Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,— 
(No. 50, dated Camp Paddoo, the 7th January 1863.) ‘ 

Sir, 

On the 3rd instant I reported, for the information of the 
Brigadier-General Commanding the Division, the assault and capture of 
the stockades of Nongbarai and Oomkaf. On the 4th instant, acdom- 
panied by forty bayonets, I proceeded with Major Thelwall, c. b., and 
Captain Cordner, Royal Bengal Artillery, to reconnoitre the stockades 
of Oomkiong, about two miles duo west of this in a direct line, but 
from -dense jungles and cliffs we were compelled to take a circuit of 
nearly nine miles. 

I took with me about a hundred coolies to clear the road and make 
it passable for elephants: this was effected, and on arrival near the fffbt 
stockade we found it abandoned: this we destroyed, and proceeding 
over a plateau of about three'quarters of a mile came on another, the 
strength and position of which is described in Major Thelwall’s despatch 
hereto annexed. On arrival within' a short distance two or threo shots 
were fired at the reconnoitring party, but as a reconnoisance was my only 
object, and I had'before directed Captain Robinson to co-operate with 
me on the following day in trying to cut off the retreat of the rebels, I 
gave particular instructions that the fire was not to be returned. I 
satisfied myself of the position of the stockade, and did not get back to 
camp until dark. On my return I unfortunately gave my foot a wrench, 
which prevented my leading the force into action the following day, 
and I deputed Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson to take the command. 
This officer, as will be seen by Major Thelwall’s report, has been ren¬ 
dered Ivors de combat by a bullet through the fleshy part of the leg, which, 
though as far as can yet be ascertained he is free from danger, will deprive 
me of the services of a most gallant, intelligent, and dashing officer. I 
have before had occasion to bring his good services to the notice of the 
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Brigadier-General, and his loss will be greatly felt by all, and by none 
more than his own regiment, who have ever looked up to him.to lead 
them to the assault, where, though ever foremost, he has hitherto come 
off victorious and unscathed, through the capture, I believe, of fourteen 
stockades. 

The rebels appear to have displayed their usual skill in the construction 
of the stockades, and by making a timely retreat, left our* troops 
powerless to follow them through their precipitous jungle with ally hope 
of success. 

I had previously told off a detachment under Captain Shuldham to 
hold possession of the place after its capture, with instructions to hunt 
them up in every direction and endeavour to get possession of their stores 
and families. Captain Robinson and his detachment of fifty bayonets 
may, I hope, have intercepted the retreat of the rebels, or should they 
have doubled back, as is not improbable from an idea that our troops 
would abandon the stockade after capture, they may fall into the power 
of Captain Shuldham’s detachment. 

There are now, I believe, no more stockades in the south, and I purpose 
leaving detachments in the three we have taken, and proceeding to¬ 
morrow to Arawai with the artillery. The camp of Lamin and this 
place being no longer required will be abandoned. As soon as I get the 
reports from Captain Robinson in the south, and Captain Macdonald, 
Kamroop Regiment, in the south-west, they shall be forwarded. 

The rebels are said to have had yesterday about thirty fire-arms. Their 
loss, as usual, is not to be ascertained, but from the blood found inside 
the entrenchments it must have been considerable. I beg to forward a 
return of wounded, and to express my feelings of satisfaction at the able 
manner in which the assault was conducted by Major Thelwall, c. b,, 
who succeeded to the command on Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson being 
wounded by the first volley from the stockade. ' 



{ 88 ) 


Nominal Return of killed and wounded in action of the 21 st Native In¬ 
fantry and 41//* Reyimcnt (SJ Light Infantry at Oomkiong on 5/A 
January 1863.' 


M 

M 

A 

* 

b 

fc 

Hank and Names. 

Remarks. 

1 

1 2l3T Regiment, Punjab Infantby. 

Lieutenant R. S. Robertson 

Slight spear wonnd in right hand. 

2 

Haviidar Sooba 

Ditto pnnjee wound in right knee. 

a 

Naick Iratta 

Ditto spear wound in abdomen. 

4 

Sepoy Sooba Sing 

Severe gun-shot wound in right arm. 

6 

Drummer Koorbux 

Slight panjee wound in right knee. 

1 

4ixn Regiment, Native Infantby. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W- Richardson 

Commandant 44th, severe gun-shot wonnd o 


Lieutenant E. Lightfoot, Adjutant and Staff 
Officer to the Force 

right leg. 

Slight wound of left hand, probably from at 

2 

Jednhcr Thanah Sepoy 

arrow. 

Severe gun-shot wound of right arm. 


Niirosh Sing Sepoy 

Slight gun-shot * „ elbow, 

I>itto wounds of both feet from panjeen. 


Sheodharoo Ram Sepoy 


Mathoorah Handy Sepoy 

I itto ditto of left foot „ „ 


Ramsunkarhx Haviidar 

Ditto ditto of „ „ „ 


Protab Sing Haviidar 

Contusion of left knee by a stone. 


From Major J. J. Tuelwali,, Commanding 21st Punjab Infantry, to Colonel 
H. F. Dunseord, c. b., Commanding JynUali Field Force,—(No. 2, dated the 
6th January 1863.) 

Sir, 


In consequence of Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson being incapa¬ 
citated by a wound from himself detailing the operations attending the 
capture of the Oomkiong stockade yesterday, I have the honor to sub¬ 
mit the following report for the information of Colonel Dunsford, c. b., 
Commanding the Jynteah Field Force. 

In accordance with the instructions received, the forco as per margin, 

, „ , , , „ under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 

Will be forwarded hereafter. , , 

Richardson, marched, at 8-30 A. m., from 

Paddoo towards Oomkiong, which place was reached by the main body at 

about 2 r. u. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, accompanied by Captain Cordner, 
Commanding the Artillery, with the advance guard under Lieutenant 
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Collett, 21st Punjab Infantry, then proceeded to reconnoitre the 
enemy’s position, which may bo described as follows : — 

On a precipitous ridge running south-west down to the M imgut Valley 
was constructed a double stockade, about sixteen feet high, made with 
trees and masses of rock firmly lashed together, the whole being covered 
with a ckcvuux defrise of pointed bamboos. A n ahaUia of branches of 
trees securely fastened to tho stockade itself protected the front, while 
the ground all about was studded in every direction with ilfcirp, bamboo 
spikes driven into the earth. 

The precipitous nature of tho ground on the Hanks and in rear of the 
stockade precluding the possibility of the work being turned, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Richardson decided oiaattaeking it in front, and with the object 
of effecting a breach through which stormors might enter, the guns were 
dragged up to within forty yards of the place. 

After firiug about twenty rounds it was evident that with the guns of 
the small calibre we had no breach could be made. Several shells were 
then thrown into the stockade, but caused little damage, owing to the 
place being naturally traversed by large blocks of rock, which likewise, 
being hollowed out underneath, served the enemy as bombproof's. 

Seeing tin's Colonel Richardson resolved on taking the place by esca- 
lado, and tho troops having been divided into two parties, and provided 
with scaling ladders, ho himself led the attack. 

When at about thirty paces, the epemy poured in a volley of musketry, 
severely wounding several of the storming party ns well as Lieutenant- 
Colonel Richardson. 

Tho command of the troops then devolved on myself. 

A party being detailed to keep down as much of llm tiro front tho 
place as possible, tho sealing ladders were placed against the walls, and 
after Lieutenant Robertson, 21st Punjab Infantry, and several men, had- 
boon spoared on the ladders an ontranco was effected. 

Tho enomy were then driven through tho stockade and followed up 
right into tho dense jungle, when, further pursuit being impracticable, I 
directed Captain Cordner to tiro shrapnell and shell. 

In about half an hour the troops being re-assembled, and arrange¬ 
ments having been mado for tho carriage of tho wounded, J detached fifty 
men under Captain Shuldham, 44th Native Infantry, to occupy tho place 
and destroy the defences. 

U 
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The force then returned to Paddoo, where we arrived at about 9 p. M. 

I beg to add that, in my opinion, a few hand-grenades would be of 
great service in attacking these stockades. Judiciously used they would 
prevent, the enemy spearing from behind the stockade the men on the 
scaliug ladders and thus prevent the casualties. The scaling ladders 
provided were too weakly constructed, several breaking under the men. 

I may hero mention that the first man into tho stockade was Sepoy 
Amin Klian, 21 st Punjab Infantry, whom I promoted on the spot. 

I wish to bear witness to the gallant behaviour of the troops engaged, 
and to the excellent service rendered by Captain Cordncr and officers 
(Lieutenants Macpherson and Steel) and men of the Artillery under his 
command. I beg to bring to tho particular notice of Colonel Duns- 
ford, c. b., the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Collett and Lieutenant 
Robertson, of the 21st Punjab Infantry, who were among the first into 
the stockade, and of Captain Slmldham, 44th Native Infantry, and 
Lieutenant Lightfoot, the Staff Officer to the Force, who rendered mo 
every assistance and was himself wounded. 

Assistant Surgeons Thornton and Sillifant rendered every assistance in 
their power to the wounded. 

I cannot conclude this report without returning my warmest thanks 
to Captain Morton, the Deputy Commissioner, for the valuable assistance 
rendered by him throughout the day. 

Memorandum from Colonel II. P. Dcnsfubd, r . b., Commanding Jynteah Field 

Force. 

Forwarded for submission to the Brigadier-General Commanding 
the Division. 

Memorandum from Brigadier-General St. G. P. Showers, c. b., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwarded for submission to His Excellency tho Commander-in- 
Chief. 


No. 976. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Government of India in 
the* Home Department. 
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Memorandum from Huigadiee-Geneeai. St. G. D. Showed*, c. h„ Cnimnauding 
Presidency Division,—(ISo, 322, dated the 9tli February 1803.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of Him Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Cor, on el II. F. Dunsforu, c. «., Commanding Jynteali Field Force, to tlio 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,—(No. 91, dated Jowaiepoonjee, 
the 20th January 18G3.) 

Sir, 

* • 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Brigadier- 
General Showers, c. is., my arrival here last evening from Amwai. 

In my last report I stated my intention of clearing the southern 
districts, as far as possible, of all rebels before taking any more extended 
field : this I have now, I think, effected immediately after the capture 
of the stockades of Oomkai, Nongbarai, and Oomkiong. I occupied 
those posts with strong detachments, and had every glen and jungle 
in the neighbourhood searched with the view of discovering the secret 
haunts and stores of the rebels, but beyond a few maunds of murwa 
nothing was discovered. The country itself produces bub little grain, 
and the inhabitants have been mainly dependent on the markets of the 
plains, and with the facilities afforded by wator carriage they were easi¬ 
ly kept supplied. All rivers and roads leading from the plains are now 
narrowly watched, and the effect is already beginning to shew itself. 
The Sath Puttur Dolloye lias given himself up, and declares he has been 
a prisoner in the hands of the rebels for some months. He has pro¬ 
mised to bring in the whole of his villago within ten days, and to fur¬ 
nish forty (40) coolies for government servico when required if pro¬ 
tected by a guard. This I have granted him, and he is now on his way 
to his village. The Paunch Pooujco have all surrendered to Major 
1 laugh ton, the Governor General’s Agent at Clierra Poonjeo. Twenty- 
four men with their families have surrendered at the village of Nongta- 
long, and many others from the villages of Lamin and Kooding have 
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sent to solicit permission to return to their villages, whilst the Doll eyes 
of those villages, as well as of Nongbarai, Ooksai, and Oomkiong arc 
said to be in consultation, and to entertain a desire for surrender. In 
the accompanying distribution return of troops the, .Brigadier-General 
will, no doubt, be struck with the numerous detachments I have post¬ 
ed at the foot of the hills, but now that there no longer exists any large 
body of rebels banded together, all having broken up into small parties, 
varying .from fifteen to eighty, there no longer exists a necessity for 
massing tliu troops, and if I. can only succeed in cutting off the supplies 
from the plains it must prove fatal to the rebel cause. I have now left 
tin; southern district under the charge of Captain Robinson, of the 
28th Regiment Native Infantry, an officer of great energy and tact in 
dealing with Cossynhs, and who has, by constantly patrolling the 
country, made himself thoroughly acquainted with it. 

The post of Barra to has to-day been established, and detachments in¬ 
tended for those of Satunga, Rathrarg, Koosnoong, and Slunnphoong are 
now eu route. Most of the rebels are now said to be in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Shillong Montong, Burra to, and Xongfloot, taking advantage of 
the heavy jungles of those districts to shelter themselves and families; 
but with the strong detachments I have placed at the two former places, 
together with those at Pungah and Human, T have great, hopes of being 
able to effect tlie capture of many. Captain Morton returned from an 
expedition in the uoifii to try and capture Mullen, the Dolloye ofMunsow, 
said to be the most obstinate rebel wo now have opposed to us, and tho 
successor to Ookiang Xongbah. This expedition consisted of forty ruen 
of the -14th Regiment Native Infantry, under Captain Shuldham, and’left 
Amwai under the guidance of one of the prisoners taken with Ookiang 
Nongbah; hut on arrival at Shillong Montong it was found he was not 
to bo depended on; another guide was obtained, and the party joined by 
Lieutenant Ommaunoy with ten men from his post, after marching 
until 2 a. m., came on a picket of the rebels, which they were anxi¬ 
ous to avoid, but finding that impossible they tried to capture tho picket 
without disturbing tho village, which was close by. In this, I regret to 
say. Captain Shuldhuru was wounded by a kuttra in the hand, and tho 
guide received a severe cut in the knee. All tho rebels, with the excep¬ 
tion J the one who wounded Captain Shuldham, were captured, and 
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have'since been tried by Captain Morton, and sentenced to various 
.terms of imprisonment, with the exception of the one who wounded 
the guide, and he has* been hanged. Accompanying I beg to send Cap¬ 
tain Shuldhain’s report. , 

Eighty of the Pony Baggage Corps arrived four days ago with rations 
from Clierra Poonjee and are well reported of by Captain Graham, who 
lias the superintendence of them. I have sent out about setenty of 
them with tho detachment to Barrato. This will be a good trial of 
them, as, if they succeed in getting well carer the very deep koorung 
which the Brigadier-General will remember lies just beyond Munsoo lead¬ 
ing to tho Muntung, they may bo safely used in any part of the hills, and 
as the coolies engaged at Chervil Poonjee are under a promise they shall 
not be taken beyond Jowai, tho ponies may he found most useful in 
keeping all our out-posts supplied ; bnt this I will hereafter arrange in 
consultation with the Deputy Commissioner. 

As soon as tho posts arc established and the men hutted I purpose 
forming a column of about a hundred men and marching through 
tho district. 

The elephants and howitzers T have kept here, nor do I anticipate 
their again being called into active service, though the services of tho 
elephants may be had in requisition for bifggago purposes. 


From Captain A. .T. Shci.du vm, Commanding Prtarlimenl lltii Native Infantry, to 
Ln rTKXANT LluiirvooT, Staff Ollieer,—(dated Jowaie, die lttlli January 18(i."J.) 
Sill, 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Colonel 
Dunsford, o. a.. Commanding tho Field Force, that, after passing 
through Munsow and crossing the river Muntung, the conduct of our 
guide became so unsatisfactory that Captain Morton wished to give up 
our expedition and return to Airnvai, but not liking to return without 
having achieved anything I sent a small guard of my men on to Shil¬ 
long Moutoug, with directions to bring Oomai, the former Dolloyo of 
that village, (with whom I had previously been well acquainted), to 
act as guide. On the following day my guard returned accompanied 
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by the new guide and Lieutenant Ommanney. We then pushed on 
at once through Barra to towards Flong, on approaching which we halted 
and concealed ourselves in heavy tree jungle. At 11 o’clock p. m. we 
again started, intending to go round Flong, owing to information receiv¬ 
ed, and proceeded to the village of Muckroo, a short distance further on; 
however close to Flong we found a picket placed which prevented our 
going round. I then proposed wo should leave the picket alone, and 
at once; attack the village of Flong, and pass on as rapidly as possible 
to Muckroo; but Captain Morton not liking my plan I took a few of 
my men and surrounded the picket, capturing all in it with one exception. 
I ordered the men to use only the bayonet for fear of alarming the 
village, and regret to say that my guide from Shillong Montong was 
severely wounded in the knee. My guide being laid up I thought it 
better to remain quiet till day-light, and employed the rest of the night 
in getting his wound dressed and also my own hand bound up, having 
been slightly wounded by a kuttra in the attack on the picket. At day¬ 
break I proceeded to the village of Flong, on nearing which I detached 
Lieutenant Ommanney with a portion of my men with directions to 
attack the village to the left and rear,and with the remainder went myself 
to the front and right, but found the village deserted, aud being only a 
temporary one, burnt it. We found a few kuttras and shields, aud 
carried off some fifty head of cattle. 

I trust Colonel Dunsfonl will excuse the abruptness of this account 
of my expedition, but I have not time to furnish a fuller report by 
to-day’s dawk, having only the use of one hand. I have halted here 
to await further instructions in order to rest my men after so many 
fatiguingjjpight marches and also to have my hand attended to. 


Memorandum from Bbioadif.b-Gbnbk.vi. St. G. D. Showers, c. b., Commanding 

Presidency Division.» 

Forwarded for submission to His Excellency thoCommnnder-in-Chief. 

The firmness of Captain Slmldhara in proceeding with his expedition, 
notwithstanding the difficulties, deserves great credit, and I beg to bring 
it to the favorable notice of His Excellency. 

. Tlio result of the successful attack by Colonel Dunsford, c. B., and his 
force on the stockades of Oomkai, Nongbarai, and Oomkiong, as 
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appears by the submission of those mentioned in this despatch, is very 
satisfactory. Tlio subsequent arrangements of Colonel Dunsford to 
re-occupy the posts at Barrato, Raliong, Jatooyah, &c., and his inten¬ 
tion to proceed with a movable column to search the koorungs fqr the 
secret haunts of the rebels, I consider to bo very judicious. 

No. 1250. 

Copy forwarded to the Government of India in the Home Department. 


Memorandum from Brigaiher-Gkneiiai, St. G. I). Showers, c. n., Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(No. 899, dated tlio 19tli February 1869.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor; 

From Coi.onei. II. F. Dunsfokh, c. n., Commanding Jyntcali Field Force, to the 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,—(No. 103, dated Jowaiepoonjeo, 
the 25lli January 1863.) 

Sin, 

T have the honor to acknowlfdgo receipt of your telegram 
of the 1 (ith instant, which I found oft my return last evening from 
visiting the posts of Nurting and Mobokhun. 

My letter, No. 91, dated 20th .instant, will have informed the 
Brigadier-General of the state of affairs up to that dato aud of my 
future plans. Since then 1 have visited the posts of Nurting held by 
Lieutenant Sadlicr and that of Mobokhun hold by Lieutenant Aleock, 
both of the 28th Regiment Punjab Infantry, from which I only returned 
last evening, and I have much satisfaction in reporting, for the infor¬ 
mation of Brigadier-General Showers, e. B., that I found every thing 
progressing most satisfactorily. Of the villages of Mobokhun, Nurting, 
and Nongbah 185 men have already come in with their families, and 
many of them have surrendered their arms also. Of the village of— 


Jowai 

10 men. 

61 

women 

and children, 

Moondong ... 

35 ditto. 

100 

ditto 

ditto. 

Nonjoougee ... 

20 ditto. 

80 

ditto 

ditto. 

Mukra 

27 ditto, 

15 

ditto 

ditto. 
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Among; the women and children of Jowai arc tlio widow and two 
children of tho lato rebel leader Ookiang Kongbah, and among the 
men several of his near relatives and friends. .Another village of the 
name of Oofudong to tho north-east of Moboklmn was to have 
surrendered yesterday, but of their actual surrender 1 had not heard 
when I left Kurting. 

Tliefo arc now but few rebels left in that part of the conntiy, and, 
as an earnest of the determination of the villages of Moboklmn and 
Karting to prevent any communication between them and the rebels, 
they have voluntarily placed piquets of their own to prevent all access 
from without. Ihvo men were given up by the inhabitants of Moboklmn 
as emissaries from the rebels, and wcte tried by me at Karting, and 
sentenced to two years' imprisonment with labor in irons. Both Lieute¬ 
nant Sadlier and Lieutenant Alcock have lately been on night expeditions 
to try and capture rebel leaders, and have made that part of the coun¬ 
try ' so insecure for rebels that they have now sought tho dense jungles 
about Ealliang, Koonch Koong, and Nongfloot. All these, are however, 
well ‘watched and guarded, and our information seems to be better and 
more freely given than it ever lias been before. The posts of Ealliang, 
Shamphoong, Koonck Kong, ftid Barato have already been established, 
and detachments for those of Satoonga and Pungap leave to-morrow. 
They have only been detained for want of carriage, and when these are 
properly established I have great* confidence in their soon effecting tho 
capture of the rebel leaders, who are said to bo concealed in tho 
neighbourhood of these posts. As reported in my last I intend, as 
soon as these posts aro established, to form a column and march 
throughout the district, but I anticipate much greater results from tho 
working together of these detached posts than from any largo force, 
though the moral effect will doubtless be good in making a display of 
the strength put forth to crush tlio rebellion. The Pancli Poonjcc I 
before reported had all submitted and the Satli Poonjeo arc desirous of 
doing so. The Commissioner, Major Haughton, has authorised an 
armistice for five days to enablo thorn to come in, as they could nob 
well surrender whilst being hunted; but their desiro to surrender is no 
doubt the result of tho way in which they have been harassed by the 
troops in the south. Tho Sath Poonjee consist, as probably tho 
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Brigadier-General is aware of Nougtalong, Lam in, Sookah, Kudding, 
Darung, Nongbarai, and Oomkai. 

The villages of Padoo and Pompadong bavo ever been most obstinate, 
and aro now the only ones in the south who hold out. 

I yesterday heard of the probable arrival, about the 2nd or 3rd, at 
Chattuck of 500 Dhangur coolies, who have been placed at my dispo¬ 
sal either as carriers, or for clearing and making roads during the time 
the force may continue in the field, after which they aro to he trans¬ 
ferred to the Public Works Department in Assam. I purpose making 
use of them at first in building sheds for their own accommodation 
between this and Cherra Poonjee, after which for a short time as 
carriers, so as to lay in a good store at this post., and I then purpose 
employing them in making roads to Jyntcahpore ami Cherra Poonjeo 
under the orders of the Executive Engineer, so as to make theso roads 
easily accessible to ponies. 

I can hear of no largo bodies of rebels in tlio district, and I confi¬ 
dently expect (a confidence that is shared by the Deputy Commissioner) 
that the rebellion will be effectually put down in the course of a month. 
All aro now broken up into small bands, and, though we must expect 
to hear of constant marauding parties^ the general spirit of rebellion 
is crushed and the confidence hitherto «o firmly felt in each other has 
now ceased to exist. 


Memorandum from Bbio.aiher-Gexebai, St. G. 1). Showers, c. Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwarder to the Adjutant-General of tho Army for submission to 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 


No. 1527. 


Copt forwarded to the Government of India, in the Home 
Department, for information, in continuation of the endorsement No. 
1523 of this date. 


13 
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Prom Major J. C. IIaughtok, Officiating Agent, Governor-fleneral, North-East 
Frontier, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 7C., dated Camp 
Oomki, Jynteah Hills, the 4th February 1863.) 

Sir, 

Some progress having been made, I trust, towards the settle¬ 
ment of the disturbances prevailing in these hills, I beg to submit- 
for the information of the Lieutenant-Governor, a sketch of what has 
been done. 

2. Prior to the arrival of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor at 
Cherra hopes still existed that a peaceable solution of existing difficulties 
might be attained. About the time of his Honor’s arrival the Rajahs 
of Cherra Poonjco and Kliyrim undertook the office of mediators, and 
the Kowars of Jynteah were invited to the same task by the Deputy 
Commissioner. 

3. The reports which reached Assam during the months of September 
and October seeming to shew that there was no prospect that the hopes 
of submission entertaine'd were likely to be realized, I thought it my duty 
to proceed into the disturbed districts without further delay, and accord¬ 
ingly marched for Cherra on 1st November. On arrival I found that 
the station of Cherra itself w^s threatened, the inhabitants in a stato of 
alarm, the communication wjth Sylhet and Calcutta interrupted, the 
roads being occupied by bands of marauders and the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner in Jynteah doubtful if the troops there could long maintain their 
position without assistance. Altogether it became plain that a fresh 
campaign must be entered upon, and accordingly application was made 
for troops from Assam and the Presidency. 

4. Colonel Dunsford, c b., Commanding at Gowhatty, at once sent 
up a company of the 28th Native Infantry. Those, with the troops 
present at the station, at once restored order in the immediate neigh¬ 
bourhood. On the night of the 7th November 1802 a party of rebels 
had attacked the village of Terria at the foot of the hills on the road to 
Sylhet. There they burnt down a Government hut erected for the 
shelter of travellers and the house of a Cossyah female in the habit of 
receiving travellers from the plains, and murdered two Bengallee pedlars 
("boxwallahs”), also one armed man employed by the officers of tho 
Trigonometrical Survey. Some report of the intentions of this party 
had reached the station prior to my arrival, and Mr.. Shadwcll, Assis- 
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taut Commissioner, had detached a party, under Lieutenant Worsley, 
District Superintendent of Police, to Borpoonjee, where it was supposed 
to be, to intercept it. • Lieutenant Worsley started about the very time 
the tragedy was being enacted at Tcrria, and did not reach Borpoonjee 
for fourteen hours after, liaving, by the route taken, to encounter great 
difficulties in descending the deep valley of Clierra and ascending the 
corresponding hill to the south-east. 

5. Lieutenant Worsley arrived at dusk and was attacked by the 
rebels who were pat to flight at once. In tlje village traces of tho pro¬ 
perty plunderd at Terria and the heads of two out of the three men mur¬ 
dered were found. The fatigues undergone by the party combined with 
the difficulty of the country prevented a father pursuit. 

6. On 12th December Colonel Diuisfoi d, o. b., arrived, and shortly 
after proceeded to undertake active operations against tlie rebels in 
Jynteah. Troops, the Kaniroop Regiment, the 21st Native Infantry, the 
Eurasian Artillery Corps, the 1st Battalion Bengal Police, and that portion 
of 28th Native Infantry not already in the hills, gradually arrived. 

Colonel Dunsford agreed with me, as to the plan of operations, that it 
was desirable to station parties along tho foot of tho hills to guard the 
plains and cut off access of the enemy to them, to meet all parties collect¬ 
ed in arms, and to harass all who chose remain iu concealment for 
the purpose of maintaining a desultory warfare with ns. 

7. It was reported that those in rebellion claimed complete indepen¬ 
dence. They were to be exempted from taxation, their Rajah was to be 
restored, troops and police withdrawn. On the acceptance of these 
terms alone, it was asserted, they would make peace. It, was added that 
they had sent emissaries in all directions to get assistance, even to Bur¬ 
undi, and that they would fight as long as they were able, and if 
unsuccessful, abandon the British Territory. 

8. Lieutenant Sadlier, 2Sth Native Infantry, received information 
which led him to believe that it was practicable to seize. Ookiang 
Nongbali, the leader of the rebellion. He accordingly started on 25th 
December 1802, accompanied by Lieutenant Walcott, a party of forty 
sepoys and some Cossyahs. His succoss and the execution of the 
rebel have been already reported to Government. 

9. On 5th and 8tli January the stockades erected by the enemy 
at Oomkrong, Nongbarai, and Oomkai were attacked and captured* 
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The details of these and other operations will have reached the 

Government from Colonel Dunsford, 

.J-SKrSf raS'SiirXrf «• eo, n m™ai DS? tho troop,. Hop- 

'he two last mnitiimnl xtockadw, although pj]y these plfices were taken with trifling 

no bodies were found by «g. A J L ° 

numerical loss on our* side. The 
strength of the places was very great, and had the means and resolution 
of tho enemy been equal to the natural advantages which they possessed, 
the sacrifice on our side must have been very severe. As it is, we have 
to regret the temporary loss of the services of Colonel Richardson, 
Commanding 41tli Native Infantry, whose gallantry caused him a 
trifling wound on the first occasion and a very severe one on the second. 
It is much to be regretted that the Government is deprived of the 
services of so gallant and experienced an officer, whose local information 
would have been of special value at such a juncture. 

10. A few days were allowed io elapse in order that the effect of 
those successes might be observed. There were no very material sub¬ 
missions made on the part of the rebels. The preconcerted measures 
consequently ensued, and tho troops have been in constant motion in 
all directions, the enemy rarely shewing. But wherever mot they have 
been repulsed and considerable captures have been made. 

Constant complaints had been made to me that the rebels were 
succoured and supported from Khyriux and I had therefore steadily 
urged upon the Rajah of that district the necessity of satisfying us of 
the truth of liis profession of loyalty by some acts which would support 
them. Up to the date of my arrival at Cherra ho had evaded all requi¬ 
sitions for men to act as porters for tho conveyance of stores for the 
troops and had not rendered us any assistance. Porters had been 
obtained in very insufficient numbers for the purposes of the troops, j 
therefore called upon each of the Chiefs, independent and dependent, 
to aid us with a small contingent calculated roughly at about two per 
cent, of the adult male population. These were furnished either fully 
or in past, and the Rajah of Kliyrim was the first to furnish the number 
demanded from him. 

11. Reports, however, continued tp reach me that the rebels found 
shelter in Khyrim; and it being made apparent in the attacks on 
Oomkrong, Oomkai, and Nongbarai that the capture of such places 
would bo of little use unless the efforts of the regular troops woro 
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seconded by native auxiliaries, who could follow tlie enemy in the jungle, 
and up and down the tremendous valleys with which the country 
abounded, I determined to call upon the Chiefs to furnish each an 
auxiliary contingent. 

12. It is true that tho agreements of but few of the Chiefs con¬ 
tained express stipulations for such aid, but they were all understood to 
be bound to obey tho orders of the Officer in charge of the Ilitts and to 
render to him such assistance as might be required. His Honor was 
pleased to intimate, by the instruction! conveyed in your letter 
No. 4u24 of 18th November last, that it was more advisablo to make 
temporary addition to the police than to call for auxiliaries from tho. 
Chiefs, hut the District Superintendent reported to mo that ho was 
unable to obtain men to fill existing vacancies in tlio corps; therefore 
no alternative remained but to call on tho Chiefs. The Rajah of Nitn- 
klow, present at Clicrra to explain some internal disputes which threat¬ 
ened tho peace of his district, was tho first to whom I broached tho 
subject. Ilis reply was that he would furnish a contingent if the other 
llajabs agreed to do so. I informed him that I could not allow any 
such condition, and required him to furnish his men forthwith: ho pro¬ 
mised to obey the order and has done so. The Rajah of Cherra, who 
was present at the time, at once promised to furnish the men required; 
but three days afterwards appeared with liis headmen and endeavored 
to make conditions that certain disputes between Messrs. Inglis and 
Company and his own people should be settled—in his own favor of 
course. I doclined to listen to any propositions on tho subject, and told 
him that I considered his bringing them forward highly unbecoming: 
he has also furnished his men. 

13. In the mcantimo the Panch Poonjee villages lying between. 
Cherra and the Kliyrim territory, which had formerly been attached to 
Jynteah, gave in their submission to Government. 

14. As soon as tho contingents began to appear I dispatched 
Lieutenant Worsley with tho whole of tho police available, about one 
hundred men, to the valley of tho Mungut, proceeding myself to 
Nonkradeem, a village in Khyrim, in the neighbourhood of which the 
rebels wore reported to havo deposited their families. The Kajah 
assured mo that all those in his quarter would submit, and earnestly 
begged that operations might be suspended for ten days to enable him to 
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bring them in. I granted a truce for five days, requesting officors in 
the neighbourhood to suspend operations till sunset of 27th January. 
At that time the Rajah returned, stating that his neighbours of the 
villages of Jynteah known as the Sath Poonjee had refused to submit 
till all the Dolloyes or Heads of Districts should assemble and agree 
upon peace. 

15. Accordingly, on the 28th, I moved down to Locat and Lieutenant 
Worsley to Mowbhoon on the Mungut. On the 29th the latter officer 
descended into the valley, where he was immediately attacked. He 
repulsed the enemy without any casualty on his side and with consider¬ 
able loss on theirs. He again went down on the 30th and engaged them, 
capturing on both days 106 men, women, and children, and killing 
twelve of the enemy, besides wounding many more. I regret to say 
that two women were killed and two wounded ; also several women and 
children drowned in attempting to cross the Mungut. These casualties 
were, I believe, unavoidable from the way in which the women and 
children were mixed up with fighting men. 

16. On the 31st January I moved with Lieutenant Worsley across 
the Mungut to Oomkai. There the effects of the engagements became 
apparent. Some of the Sath Poonjee had macle submission to mo at 
Locat; others had submitted to“Lieutenant Marshall at Oomkai and to 
Captain Robinson at Nongtalong. I believe now nine-tenths of the people 
have assembled here and placed themselves under tho protection of 
Government. The people of Padoo and Pompadong, said to bo speci¬ 
ally under the influence of the rebels of Jowai, arc said to be the only 
ones who' are determined to hold out. Captain Robinson with a de¬ 
tachment of 28tli, and Lieutenant Worsley with a portion of tho 
police, are this day in search of them, while another portion of the 
police under Bor Sing, brother of the Cherra Rajah, with auxiliaries 
and a detachment of 44th Native Infantry under Lieutenant Campbell,' 
occupy the other (west) bank of the Mungut. 

17. Ip. the north and east of Jynteah isolated villages have sub¬ 
mitted and a number of the rebels of Jowai have surrendered, among 
whom is the widow of Ookiang Nongbah. The general tendency is to 
submit, but I do not think that any one ontire district, Panch Poonjee 
excepted, has done so as yet, and it is my belief that tho Dolloyes still 
at largo are tho cause of non-submission. These men know that* they 
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must answer for the part they have acted. Probably a little more 
action of the military will induce the people of the country to abandon 
them and aid us in their capture. 

18. The present plan of operations is to settle, myself, district by 
district, along the Mungut, leaving the troops to harass those holding 
out as much as possible. The Deputy Commissioner will also pursue 
the same plan in tho eastern districts. 

19. Whatever progress lias hitherto been made towards tho restora¬ 
tion of peace in the Jynteah Hills is mainly due to the untiring energy 
of Colonel Dunsford, c. n., commanding the troops, Colonel Richardson, 
and the officers of the force, without whose hearty co-operation the* 
efforts of Captain Morton, the Deputy Commissioner, and myself, 
would have been of little avail. It is scarcely possible, without a 
knowledge of the country, to form an idea of tho difficulties and hard¬ 
ships the troops have had to encounter. The Cossyah Jynteahs are 
a determined and rather sullen race, they must feel our power; but 
having felt it, I believo that kindness and conciliatory treatment 
will do more to secure their submission than acts of severity for past 
offences. 


From E. H. Ltjshington, Esq., Sccretsyy to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Agent, Governor—General, North-East Frontier, on special duty in 
the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills,—(No. 1622, dated the 26th February 1863.) 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 7C., dated tho 4th instant, reporting tho measures taken for the 
suppression of the disturbances since your arrival in the Cossyah and 
Jynteah Hills, and the progress made towards that object. 

2. In reply I am desired to state that the Lieutenant-Governor 
entirely approves of your proceedings. His Honor estimates very 
highly the ability with which you have directed the means at your 
disposal towards the suppr on of tho rebellion, the care you have 
taken to follow up the opei ms of tho troops by firm and conciliatory 
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treatment of those who have tendered their submission, and your firm¬ 
ness and discretion in keeping the Oossyah Chiefs to their engagements 
and securing their active co-operation against the rebels. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor has also noticed with satisfaction that 

in all your measures you havo been efficiently seconded by Captain 
Morton, the Deputy Commissioner, and the other civil officers employ¬ 
ed under you, as well as by Lieutenant Worsley at the head of tho 
district police, whoso activity and successful enterprise entitle him to 
special praise. ' 

4. The testimony borne by you to tho unfailing energy and hearty 
co-operation of Colonel Lunsford, c. n., commanding the troops, 
Colonel Richardson, and the other officers, during a compaign of 
unusual difficulty and hardship, is most gratifying to the Lieutenant 
Governor, and His Honor will have much pleasure in bringing it to tho 
favorable notice of the Government of India. The accident which has 
temporarily deprived tho Government of the services of Colonel 
Richardson is much to be regretted. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor heartily concurs in tho views expressed 
in the concluding sentence of your letter as to the treatment of tho 
Cossyahs after they have been made to feeLour power. 

6. Your separate letter No. 9C., dated the 7tli instant, proposing 
measures for the future management of the Cossyah and Jyntcah Hills, 
has been laidbcfore the Lieutenant-Governor, and IIis Honor’s instruc¬ 
tions on this important subject will be conveyed to you as early as 
possible. 


No. 1523. 


Copy of the above, and of the one to which it is areply, forwarded 
for the information of the Government of India, in the Home 
Department. * 
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From J. Gboqhegan, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department*-" 
(No. 1524, dated the 26th February 1803) 

Sib, 

I Alt directed to forward, for the information of the Ilon’ble 


Letter from Major I laugh ton, Offiriat- 
ing Agent, Governor General, North-Hast 
Frontier, on special* duty, No. 7C., dated 
the 4lh instant. 

Letter to Major Hangliton, Officiating 
Agent, Governor Geueral, North-Hast Fron¬ 
tier, on special duty, No. 1522 of this date. 


tho President in Council, a copy of the 
correspondence noted on the jnargi n 
relative to the progress of the opera¬ 
tions for the suppression of the dis¬ 
turbances in the Cossyali and Jynteah 


bills, and to draw the attention of His Honor in Council to tho 19th 


paragraph of Major Ilaughton^s letter, in which ho bears testimony to 
tho untiring energy of Colonel Dunsford, a. b., commanding tho 
troops, of Colonel Richardson, commanding the 44th Regiment Native 
Infantry, and of the other officers of tlio force employed in those 
hills, in conducting a campaign of unusual difficulty and hardship. 


From Major J. C. IIaughton, Officiating Commissioner and Governor General’s 
Agent, on special duty, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 9C-, 
dated tho 7tli February 1863.) 

Sib, 

A reasonable prospect now appearing that the rebellion 
which has existed over a year in these hills will terminate, it seems 
desirable to consider the causes which led to it, and what are the best 
means for insuring tranquillity for tlie future. 

2. The Jynteah Hills were resigned to ns by the Rajah of Jynteah 
in 1835. His possessions in the plains had been confiscated incon¬ 
sequence of bis participation in, or connivance at, the kidnapping and 
sacrifice of our people by the hill tribes, and he professed to be un¬ 
able to manage the hills without these possessions: in consequence a 
pension was assigned to him, and the hill territory was taken under 
our direct management. 

3. The country was for many years ruled by Colonel Lister, Politi¬ 
cal Agent and Commandant of tho Sylhot Light Infantry Battalion. 
On that officer’s retirement it was placed under the Commissioner of 
Assam. 

4. The people, who had hitherto paid no taxes to Government., were 
called upon in 1859-60 to pay a house tax', the highest limit of which 
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was i Rupee per house. The head-man of each village had hitherto 
only been required to present to Government a he-goat once a year, in 
token of submission. 

5. I gather from a report by Major Rowlatt in. the records of the 
Deputy Commissioner’s office the following account of the outbreak 
which ensued on the introduction of the tax. On the 13th or 14th 
February 1860 Ooyong, a discharged agent of the Jynteah Rajah, gave 
a feast ip, the neighbourhood of Cherra Poonjee. It was attended by 
the Dolloye of Jowai, Gopinath, the Bengallee Mooktear of the Rajah, 
and some three or four hundred people. The assembly discussed the 
question of the tax and agreed to resist payment, or, if unable to do 
so, to pay only through the Rajah. 

6. At the same time the people of Jowai, Nongjoongee, Satonga, 
and Shampoong petitioned the Deputy Commissioner to the same effect, 
and the Rajah’s mooktear filed a petition praying that the Jynteah 
Hills might be farmed out to him. The prayer of these petitioners was 
refused, collection of the revenue was not suspended, and immediately 
an outbreak, took place, but it was promptly put down and matters 
went on much as usual. 

7. Another innovation had taken place in 1855. A police tbannah 
had been established at Jowai, and it is probable that the police com¬ 
mitted many acts distasteful, if not oppressive, to the people. I will 
here refer to one specially mentioned by Ookiang Nongba, the head of 
the rebels, as a cause of rebellion. 

8. In July 1860 the Naib Darogah of Jowai, a Bengalee, represent- 

• Original utzm rad order on it are to Major Rowlatt that the Jowai Cos- 

* miexed ‘ syahs were in the habit of burning the 

dead close to the thannah, creating an intolerable stench. An order 
was passed upon this, directing the Naib Darogah to prohibit this, to 
cause the dead to be burned on a plain at some distance from the 
village, and to apprehend and send in any one who should disobey the 
order. 

9. I have no doubt that this order gave great offence, though I 
have satisfied myself by enquiry that the Cossyahs have no superstition 
in favor of particular spots for the burning of the dead, although they 
have one regarding the places in which the ashes are deposited. These 
latter are considered as sacred as our own graves. One receptacle is 
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common to each tribe or family and it is a matter of anxiety to all that 
their ashes should be deposited in the appropriate place. 

10. In the latter part of 1860 followed the income tax, and in- 

* I annex some of the documents come tax schedules were thrust into 
found iu a rebel hut near OomkoL the hands* of people who could neither 

read nor write their own language, and in whose villages not a single 
person is to be found capable of reading the language in whictrthey are 
framed. The amounts actually levied were small, and I have.not heard 
of any instance of oppression in their collection. There were rumours— 
more than rumours—of another new tax about to be introduced. 

11. Judicial Stamps were introduced in October 1860, and I am in- . 
informed that even the independent chiefs were required to petition on 
stamped paper. 

12. As early as October or November 1861, Major Rowlatt appears 
to have received information of an uneasy state of things in Jynteah 
and to have communicated this intelligence to the Commissioner and 
Governor General’s Agent in Assam, but nothing appears to have been 
done in consequence ; the imperfect state of the Cherra records, how¬ 
ever, disables me from tracing the proceedings. 

13. After the first outbreak the country was disarmed. Some 

weapons ‘were, I believe,t subsequently 
restored; but I understand that excessive 
annoyance was caused by the destruction 
of shields and other weapons regarded 

as heir-looms by their owners, which they were in the habit of using 
in tlio dances which accompany their funeral rites and other cere¬ 
monies. 


t Since writing tho foregoing I 
have ascertained that no anna were 
restored; the disarmament was imper¬ 
fect. 


14. The immediate cause of the outbreak is stated to have been as- 

l Major Rowlatt waa resident at f ° lloWS : ~ The P e0 P ,e of JoWai Lad a P‘ 
shiihmg, hi« Amlah bring at cherra. p ii c( j to Majort Eowlatt for permission 

Oixiors were verbally given; no record r J r 

of the matter here referred u to be to hold a meeting for some religious cere- 

See letter of J. H. shadweil, Estj., mony, and had obtained it, using their 
No. 4 of 9th January, annexed. 

arms as usual. However, it is asserted, 
that the Darogah took the arms from them, thereby putting a stop to 
the ceremony on which the second outbreak commenced. 

15. I have no doubt that when the people found they were to be 
taxed some desire to return to their old Rajah was felt; that the Rajah 
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waa desirous of using the occasion to improve his financial position 
. . we have evidence, but* I have heard 

# For Major Rowlatt s opinion re- ^ ^ ’ 

carding this Kajah’s cnimection with nothing which would warrant the belief' 

the first revolt, vide his letter No. l.'tlj, ° 

to t oinmissioner of Assam, dated 14th that either he or the Kowers. his heirs 

May 1800. 

after death, instigated or encouraged 
rebellion. It has been stated to me by one present at a mediatorial 
meetings with the rebels that when the Kowers appealed to the robels 
as being .heirs of the Rajah, the leading men refused to acknowledge 
them, observing that if they did liavo a Rajah they would choose their 
own man. 

16. On the whole it seems clear that the introduction of taxation, 
followed, as it was, Rapidly by an increase in the shape of income tax, 
with the prospect of a new and additional tax, and certain vexatious 
acts of police, are the causes which led immediately to rebellion. 

17. We had done nothing whatever for the country since it came into 
our possession, and our first acts were of a vexatious nature. We had 
made no roads, instituted no courts or schools in the countiy, nor in 
fact done anything to improve it. Our first step was to establish a 
police thannah, and our second to tax tho people. 

18. It appears to me that if peace is to be maintained in the country 
but two courses are open; the first, to leave the people in their old state, 
to do pretty much as they like; the second, to increase onr intercourse 
with them, and by real government to introduce civilization and order 
among them. 

19. An English officer should reside permanently at Jowai, or other 
convenient place in the country, to be subject to tho chief authority in 
the hills, whose decisions should, in my opinion, be final; reservation, 
however, might be made that sentences in cases of a heinous nature 
and involving long periods of imprisonment, or touching life, should be 
confirmed by the Lieutenant-Governor. 

20. I would appoint in every village a punehayet for the manage¬ 
ment of affairs; a sirdar or headman to preside. He would collect the 
revenue and apprehend offenders. The punehayet to adjust all quarrels 
of their own village not being crimes committed with violence, and to 
refer to higher authority disputes in which tho people of two villages 
might bo concerned; also to bring before the European officer in 
charge of the district offenders guilty of heinous crime. 
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21. The village punchayet should be chosen by the people; the 
headman to receive a sunnud; his appointment to be subject to con¬ 
firmation by the officer in charge of the district. 

22. I would allpw any number of villages, not less than two, to 
elect their own Dolloye, whose election should be subject to confirmation 
of the officer in charge of the district, by whom a sunnud should be 
granted. The appointment of these officers to be during good beha¬ 
viour, but the Dolloye to be removable only with the sanction of the 
chief officer in the hills. 

23. The village authorities and Dolloyes to share all fines imposed 
by them as at present. 

24. The Sirdar to collect the revenue under the supervision of the 
Dolloye: and these Sirdars and Dolloyes to receive as compensation for 
their trouble in collecting it and for police duties a liberal percentage 
thereon, say 25 per cent. 

25. I think all cases decided by the village authorities and Dolloyes 
should be appealable to the officer in charge of the district, whose 
interference should, however, only be exercised where palpable injustice 
might be apparent; the proceedings in his court should be in English. 
No mooktears on any pretence to bo allowed. By this 1 would not 
preclude the Native Rajahs from sending their own representatives. 

2G. The village authorities should be bound to allow persons to 
decide their cases through the medium of punchayet, named by them¬ 
selves if preferred. 

27. There should, I think, be no police force as the term is ordina¬ 
rily understood. The officer in charge of the district might have eight 
or ten chupprassies, whoso business it would be to carry messages to 
the Dolloyes, &c., and to see that any ordor for the capturo of criminals 
or otherwise was carried into effect. Ho should also have a sufficient 
number of local sepoys, whether called police or not, at his own dis¬ 
posal for his protection and to enable him to arrest any offender who 
might defy the local authorities. 

28. The village system which I have sketched is what practically 
exists at present. The Pathora, Longdos, Sirdars, Sunguts, and 
authorities by whatsoever title designated, exercise power and act as a 
village council, subject to the general authority of the Dolloye. The 
plan is not the very best, but I think will be found the most expedient 



( no ) 


one for some years to come. I have consulted all within my reach from 
whom I could obtain information and find that my views are those gene¬ 
rally held by them. 

29. A Government school to give instruction in Bengalee should, 
I think, be opened at Jowai, at which the sons of the more respectable 
should be encouraged to attend, and as many schools as the existing 
Welch'Presbyterian Mission may be enabled to establish for Vernacular 
education in the hills should be largely assisted by grants-in-aid: an 
English school at Cherra sh ould also bo encouraged. 

80. An estimate for an imperial road through the hills is before 
the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor. It does not, however, pass 
through Jynteah, or indeed within twenty miles of its frontier. It 
cannot, therefore, materially benefit the country. 

31. The principal route through Jynteah is one from Jynteahpore to 
Jowai and Jaghee in the Nowgong Zillah of Assam. This route was put 
in order by the late Mr. D. Scott in 1829, but has never since been 
touched. Close observation will alone" disclose in fact that a made road 
ever existed. This road is of great importance, and if made easy would 
greatly benefit not only Jynteah, but Assam and Jynteah in the plains. 
With reference to it I would recommend the adoption of a plan found 
to be excellent elsewhere; iffis to make the. gh/lts and difficult places 
along it easily passable, and thereafter to complete the road at leisure. 

32. I fear that the other roads which have been sanctioned by His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor cannot bo carried out this season 
owing to the disturbed state of the country. But the importance of 
Beveral of them demands that they should moot with early attention. 

83. It is essential to a good road that the line be well chosen. In 
the case of some, such as' the Jynteahpore and Assam road, the line is 
fixed, having apparently been chosen centuries ago, but on the minor 
routes this is not the case. I am of opinion that, whether executed 
or not under his superintendence, every new road should, if possiblo, 
be laid out by a person of experience in that business. 

34. His Honor has recently directed the establishment of a new 
sanitarium in the hills, and the construction of a trunk road has 
been decided upon; but for this work all the aid to be expected is that 
derivable from a fragmentary portion of the time of the Executive 
Engineers in Lower Assam and in Sylhet. The latter officer was 
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recently unable to comply with a very urgent appeal for the temporary 
repair of the Jynteahpore Gh&t. 

35. I am of Opinion that it is absolutely indispensable to the proper 
construction of What Government have undertaken, and that herein 
recommended, that art experienced officer in the Department of Public 
Works should be appointed with no other duty but that of their superin¬ 
tendence. The Income Tax and Stamp Act have practically ceased 
to have effect in these hills; undoubtedly they should never have been 
extended to this country; but I need say nothing more on this subject, 
as the Government are now doubtless fully alive to tho evil of 
introducing among savages measures only calculated for civilised 
countries. 

36. The cost of establishing an officer on the hills need not be 
great 5 he should have a house with a cutcherry room and a small 
establishment furnished by Government; he should be called upon to 
furnish only a very few simple returns, easy to be understood by him- 
Belf and his clerk, in lieu of the bulky and complicated returns usually 
required in the Revenue and Judicial Department. 

37. There is much waste land in Jynteah, and in many places 
evidence that the country was formerly* in a more prosperous and 
populous state. I am not prepared to assert that the soil and climate 
are suited to cultivation of European products or tea; but I think it 
possible that the climate will be found to be one in which Europeans will 
thrive, and that the cultivation of tea may be carried on under European 
superintendence without detriment to health. 

38. I am not so milch impressed with the benefits likely to arise 
from the introduction of European capital and settlers into our Indian 
possessions as most people seem to be, for this reason that it is not gene-' 
rally that description of settlement and investment of capital which has 
proved beneficial elsewhere. 

39. Where a European in India occupies the soil, however much he 
may have invested, he is almost invariably an absentee, or seeking to be¬ 
come so. In Assam at the present time this is the case. The Euro¬ 
pean proprietors of estates are many of them absentees, whose property 
is managed by paid agents. It is not to be expected that the latter, 
whose engagements are at best but for brief periods, should feel any 
deep interest in the welfare of the country. The absolute proprietors 
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too seek at an early period to realize the landed estate in cash by a 
transfer to a company or otherwise. 

40. This evil, which I look to be general in India, arises mainly 
from the unsuitability of the climate to Europeans. I am hopeful that 
the climate of Jynteah may prove congenial to the European constitution. 
The country varies in altitude from 1,500 to 5,000 feet above the level 
of the $ea, and consequently a great difference of temperature may bo 
found within a few miles. It is much more wooded, more undulating, 
and consequently more pleasing to the eye than the Cossyah Hills. 

41. As yet no map of the country exists, and this want has been a 
serious hindrance during the present campaign to the military. I wonld 
beg to recommend, therefore, both with the view, if need be, to enable 
military operations to be carried on more efficiently hereafter, and also 
with a view to the settlement of Europeans in the conntry, that a 
topographical survey may be made of it. 


Prom J. B. Shapwkt.t,, Esq., Assistant Commissioner in charge, Cherra Foonjce, to 
Major J. 0. lUroriTom, Commissioner and Agent, Governor General, on special 
duty, CosByah and Jynteah Hills,—(No. 64, dated the tith January 1863.) 

Sib, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the reciept of your Memo¬ 
randum No. 39C., dated 26th ultimo, calling upon me to report the date 
and circumstance under which the people of Jynteah were originally dis¬ 
armed, and to furnish an abstract of all orders to, and reports from, the 
Darogahs on the subject ; also of any reports and orders relative to the 
disuse of arms at Poojahs, or disarmament of persons at such ceremonies 
issued or received. 

2 . In reply I beg to forward copy of a letter No. 134J, dated 14th 
May I860, from Major llowlatt, to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, in which are stated the circumstances under which the surrender 
of arms was enforced. I have to beg the return of the above letter 
when no longer needed, as I have not another copy in office. 

8 . The disarming of the people, from Major Rowlatt’s letter above 
referred to, appears to have been superintended principally by Major 
Kowlatt and tho military officers with him, and there is nothing to shew 
from the records of the office that the agency of the police was at all 
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employed in the measure. Abstracts of the only orders and reports 
found on the subject are annexed. 

4. As regards the disuse of arms at poojahs, I beg to state that 
I have not been able to fiud records of any orders prohibiting the uso 
of arms on such occasions, and to tho best of my recollection I do 
not remomber having ever heard of any such order being issued. 

Abstract of orders to, and reports from, Darogah referred •to in the 

3rd paragraph* 

1. Report of Seel) Churn, Naib Darogah of Jowai, to Major 
Rowlatt, dated 21th April 18G0,—states that, agreeably to verbal orders ' 
of that officer, ho had sent a list of tho arms taken from the people 
of Jowai and other villages in deposit at tho Quartor Guard at Jowai. 

2. Order of Major Rowlatt on above report, dated 3rd May 1860,— 
requested that the arms in tho Quarter Guard at Jowai, as well as the 
arms given up to tho Joint Magistrate of Sylhet, be sent in to Cherra 
under charge of two burkundazes or sepoys. 

3. Report of Soob Churn, Naib Darogah of Jowai, dated 15th May 
I860,—states that, agreeably to tho orders of the Principal Assistant 
Commissioner, ho had forwarded the arms that wore in tho Guard 
House at Jowai, as well as two muskets and two kuttras brought in to 
hitn by Sawar Dolloyo Nongfloot, and thirty-four kuttras collected 
and brought in by Oodon Dollojlto of'Jowai, from the villages of 
Latoober, Jalong, and Padoo. 

4. Report of Seeb Churn, Naib Darogah of Jowai, dated 10th June,— 
states that tho Dolloyo of Sootoogah had brought in to him seven kuttras 
and eight shields. 

J. B. SlIADWELL, 

Asst. Commr. in charge of Cherra Poonjee. 

From E. H. LusniNOTON, Esq., Secretary to tho Government, of Bengal, to 
Lieutenant-Colon kt. J. C. Hauoiiton, Officiating Commissioner of Assam, and 
Governor General’s Agent in t! North-East Frontier, on special duty,— (No. 
1868, dated the 6th March lv” 

Sib, 

I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No. 9C., dated the 7(jh ultimo, regarding the raises 

HR 
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which are supposed to have led to the rebellion in the Jynteah 
Hills, and the measures to bo adopted for the future government of the 
District. The Lieutenant-Governor lias considered your views, as ex¬ 
pressed in this letter, in connexion with the previous correspondence on 
record, especially with Mr. Allen’s report of 1858 and Brigadior- 
General Showers’ despatch dated the 9th Juno last. 

2. Although the recent favorable progress of events in the Jynteah 
Hills is such as to require that steps should be taken towards the adoption 
of a system of civil administration suited to the circumstances of the dis¬ 
trict and its inhabitants,yet your lettercontains so little additional informa¬ 
tion on the several points adverted to in paragraph 7 of Mr. Gordon’s 
letter No. 436, dated the 8th September last, and throws so little light 
on the real feelings of the people, that it is scarcely possible to add any 
thing except in general terms totho instructions therein communicated to 
you. A few obvious general principles founded on past experience may 
now be laid down, and it will bo proper to shape a course in accordance 
with those principles so as to provide for the restoration of order and 
tranquillity, and gradually to prepare for the introduction of a more do- 
finite plan to be elaborated after you have gained full experience of tho 
wants of the district and have leisure to devote yourself to the task. 

3. I am desired to remark in tho first place that, until confidence is 
thoroughly restored, and the people are convinced that they can rely upon 
the Government and its civil officers,for the protection of their lives and 
property, and prompt redress of their grievances, it would bo unwise to 
withdraw any of the troops that are now stationed in tho hills. Tho 
Lieutenant-Governor has already recorded his opinion tlipt two regi¬ 
ments of Native Infantry should bo permanently posted in the Cossyah 
and Jynteah Hills in addition to three regiments in Assam, and that 
theso five, together with oHo regiment at Chittagong, is not more than 
sufficient for the permanent dofence and tranquillity of tho eastern frontier. 
But, in the Lieutenant-Governor’s opinion, it is absolutely necessary that 
a third regiment of Native Infantry should remain in the hills at least 
to the end of the year, and that the police which has been organized 
there should remain awhile at its present strength. If tho 44th and 
21st Native Infantry, and tho 1st Battalion of Bengal Military Police, 
be’ retained for the present in the hills they will suffice for all military 
purposes there, and will also be able to furnish detachments for the 
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protection of Sylhet and Cachar. It lias already been reported that 
the services of the 28th Native Infantry can bo dispensed with, and the 
Kamroop Begimont will shortly bo broken up and incorporated in tho 
police. 

4. ISy the end of 1861 the services of one of the threo remaining 
regiments also may probably bo dispensed with; and, if tho police of 
tho Jynteah Hills be eventually left in tho hands of the people them¬ 
selves under their own village chiefs, tho strength of tho organized 
police may be considerably reduced] but,for tho present any such 
reduction would be inexpedient. 

5. Tho Lieutenant-Governor agrees with' you in opinion that a 
main principle to be adopted in dealing with theso people when they 
have been made to understand and feel tho power of the Government 
and havo submitted to its authority, is not to leave them in their old 
state, but, while adopting a simple plan of Government, suitable to 
their present condition and circumstances, and interfering as little as 
possible with existing institutions, to extend our intercourse with them 
and endeavor to introduce among them civilization and order. 

6 . ilis Honor further agrees with you in thinking that an English 
ollicer should bo stationed at Jowai, or at any other more convenient 
place in the Jynteah Hills, if such is to be found. lie should bo an 
Assistant Commissioner exercising, in criminal cases, tho full powers of 
a Magistrate in charge of a sub-division under the general provisions 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and in civil cases the powers of a 
S udder Amoen. In polico he should also have the powers of a 
Magistrate, limited only, as regards tho organized police, by the provi¬ 
sions of Act No. V. of 1861, and in revenue and other matters he 
should exorcise the ordinary jurisdiction of an officer in charge of a 
sub-division. 

7. Tho general control of the district should, how r ever, remain as at 
prosont with the Deputy Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah and 
Jynteah Hills. This officer, while exercising a concurrent authority in 
all matters with the Assistant Commissioner, and having power to take 
up and dispose of cases within that officer’s cognizance (a power, 
however, to bo sparingly used) should ordinarily occupy the place of 
tho Court of Sessions, under the Code of Criminal Procedure, and 
act as a Court of Appeal in civil cases.. The Judicial Commissioner 



of Assam should exorcise the powers of the High Court in respect to 
Jynteah cases, under the provisions of Act XV. of 1862, to the extent 
indicated in the annexed copy of a letter to the Superintendent of 
Cachar, No. 179T., dated 28th July last. 

8 . In every villago or ilaka there should be a Dolloye or Sirdar 
chosen by the people, subject to the confirmation of the Assistant 
Commissioner, and not removable except for misconduct or inefficiency 
proved to his satisfaction. Whenevor necessary the Dolloye or Sirdar 
should bo assisted by one or more officers, such as Patliors and 
Loungdeos, who with him would constitute the punchayet. Those 
officers should bo appointed by the Assistant Commissioner in accord¬ 
ance with the wishes of the people, to'be ascertained either by election 
or otherwise, and should hold their offices during good behaviour. Tho 
number of Pathors or Loungdeos required in each villago or ilaka should 
be determined by the Assistant Commissioner, and if any ilaka be too 
largo it should bo sub-divided and formed into two or more ilakas, each 
uridera separate Dolloye or Sirdar. The duties to be performed by the 
punchayet as a body, and by each member of it separately, should be 
defined. 

9. No person should bo excluded from any office merely on account 
of the part ho may havo taken'in tho recent disturbances ; but the Assist¬ 
ant Commissioner should take care not to confirm tho election of any 
one in regard to whom ho is not satisfied that he will perform his duties 
with diligence and loyalty. 

10. The Dolloycs and Sirdars should be held responsible for tho police 
of their several villages or ilakas. Tho action of the organized police 
should be confined to repression of disturbances and to tho support of 
the authority of the Dolloyes and Sirdars in case it should be rosisted. 

11. The Dolloyes and Sirdars, with the assistance of their pun- 
chayets, should try all criminal cases, referring, for tho decision of the 
Assistant Commissioner, only those of a heinous character, or those 
in which persons of other villages, or persons other than Jynteah 
Cossyahs, areconcomcd. 

12. They should in like manner try all civil cases, referring, for the 
decision of the Assistant Commissioner, only those in which they them¬ 
selves, or persons of othor villages, or any persons other than Jynteah 
Cossyahs, arc concerned. ‘ 
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13. There should bo no appeal as of right from the decisions of the 
village authorities; but the Assistant Commissioner should have the 
power to call up any criminal trial or civil case and decide it himself. 

14. The proceedings before the Dolloyes and their punchaycts 
should be viva vom and there should bo no record of them. 

15. The proceedings before the Assistant Commissioner in civil and 
criminal cases should bo oral, and a brief record thereof takon down 
by the Assistant Commissioner in English in his own handwriting. 

10. All process issued by the Assistant Commissioner should bo 
verbal, and orders should be given verbally to the .Dolloye Sirdar, or 
some member of the pnnehayet, ono of whom should always be in 
attendance on the Assistant Commissioner at the hearing of every case 
arising in the village or ilalca to which he belongs. 

17. The Dolloye or Sirdar of each village or ilaka should bo respon¬ 
sible for the collection of the revenue thereof, receiving a remuneration 
not exceeding 20 per cent, for his trouble. The members of the 
pnnehayet must not be any longer allowed to share all fines imposed by 
them, and the early discontinuance of so objectionable a practice must be 
kept in view. 

18. The appointment of inferior village officers should rest with the 

Dolloye or Sirdar. * 

19. The Dolloye or Sirdar of every village should attend before the 
Assistant Commissioner at stated intervals, not less than once a month, 
or, in case of disability to attend, should depute one of the members of 
the pnnehayet for the purpose. On these occasions all the occurrences 
in the village should be reported by tho Dolloye, all representations made, 
and all orders given. Tho Assistant Commissioner should treat, the 
villago officers with kindness and consideration, and endeavor to 
establish a friendly and confidential understanding with them. 

20. Although the head-quarters of the Assistant are at Jowai he 
should bo required to move about frequently and visit every village in his 
jurisdiction at least once a year, carrying his office with him. It is of 
tho most essential importance that ho should make himself accessible at 
all times to the people and be ready to give a ready and patient hearing 
to every one who asks it. And both .the Deputy and Assistant Commis¬ 
sioners who are employed in the hills, as well as all subordinate officers, 
should be required to mako themselves masters of the Khassyah languago 



( 118 ) 


so as to bo able to converse freely without the aid of an interpreter. 
Professional mooktears should bo discouraged as much as possible, the 
personal attendance pf parties being insisted upon in all cases. 

21. The organized police now entertained in tho, Cossyali Hills will, 
as above stated, be capable hereafter of considerable reduction; but the 
men required for the purposes indicated in the 27th paragraph of your 
letter must be composed of constables forming part of the police force. 

• 22. With the foregoing expression of the Lieutenant-Governor's 
views in respect to the administration of civil and criminal justice, and 
of police and revenue, in the Jynteah Hills, you will be able to provide 
for the immediate settlement of those villages in which order and quiet 
have been restored, and of the rest by degrees as tho inhabitants submit 
to authority, and rebellion is suppressed. 

23. But tho Lieutenant-Governor expects to receive from you shortly 
tho full details of a plan of local administration founded on these 

, principles, with a set of rules, for 

* A copy of the rules defining tnc powers of 

officers in tliu Sontlml I’crituniiiilis, ami of the the guidance of tho officers of tho 
rule* fur tlic administration of civil justice . 

and |*>]ice therein, is annexed for your infer- district. 1 llOSO rules* should bo 

as simple as possible, and should bo 
framed on the basis of the existing law so far as it can bo made appli¬ 
cable. If special legislation be required you are requested to submit the 
heads of such a bill as you would desire to sec passed into law. 

24. In regard to the measures bo taken for the education of tho 
people, 1 am desired to refer you to paragraphs 11 and 12 of Mr. 
Gordon’s letter already quoted. The Lieutenant-Governor doubts tho 
expediency of giving instruction to the Khassyalis otherwise than in 
thejr own language and in English ; but on this point II is Honor awaits 
the report you havo already boon desired to furnish. The Lieutenant- 
Governor will be prepared to sanction any reasonable expenditure for 
this most important object. 

25. The main line of road which has been projected across tho hills, 
though it does not pass through tho Jynteah country, approaches it so 
closely as to make it easily accessible at all times of the year, and tho 
construction of this road, as well as of the minor roads which you have 
been authorized to open up in Jynteah itself, will enable you to find 
occupation for those whom tho disturbances havo for the present 
deprived of other means of subsistence. Steps have been taken in the 
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Public Works Department to appoint a special ofliecr to the charge of 
the hill roads, and under his advice tho alignment and construction of 
tho minor roads may be well undertaken by tho civil officers. 

2(5. All civil and criminal proceedings in which Khassyahs aro 
concerned being held viva vow there will be no papers falling under 
schedule B. of the Stamp Act on account of which such persons will 
be chargeable; but tho Lieutenant-Governor sees no reason why 
documents of the nature defined in schedulo A., if executed, should 
not be liable to stamp duty. 

27. It does not appear that the Assistant Commissioner will require 
any establishment beyond a single clerk a very moderate salary, 
and such an officer may perhaps *be spared from your own establish¬ 
ment or that of the Deputy Commissioner. The returns to bo 
furnished by the Assistant Commissioner will necessarily be of a very 
simple character. 

28. On the subject of the waste lands in the Jynteah Ilills you will 
receive instructions hereafter. 

29. Tho Surveyor-General has been addressed as regards a 
topographical survey of the whole range of hills lying between the 
valleys of the Berliampootra and Soormeo, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
trusts that arrangements will be made*for an early commencement of 
this important undertaking. 


From Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. IfAircnTON, Officiating Commissioner of Assam, 
and Governor General’s Agent, North-East Frontier, on special duty, to tho 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No, 12C., dated the 6th March 1863.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward, herewith, copy of a letter of 
instructions issued by me to Captain Morton, the Deputy Commissioner 
in the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills, which, I trust, may meet the appro¬ 
val of the Ilon’blo the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. I would 
specially refer to that portion of the instructions directing that tho 
arrears of revenue due from rebels submitting may be realized, at tlieir 
option, by payments in kind (of grain) or by labor. 

2. I believe that very many will bo entirely unable to pay in any 
other way; and, if tho proposed road and other public works, now 
under Ilis Honor’s consideration, aro constructed, I apprehend that 
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the arrangement will be fonnd a useful one for supplying labor other¬ 
wise not easily obtainable. 

3. The arrangement is not likely to bo of much advantage till next 
season, as I have found it necessary to direct that those submitting shall 
be exempted for the present from any. but the most urgent demands for 
cooly labor, to enable them to rc-build their houses and settle down 
before the rains. 


From Major J. C. Haughtm^ Officiating Agent to tbo Governor General, North- 
East Frontier, to Capt^j B. W, D. Morton, Deputy Commissioner, Cossyali 
and Jynteah Hills,—(No. 98C., dated the"23rd December 1862.) 

Sir, 

I think it advisable to remind you of the terms on which tho 
submission of rebels can alone be accepted under the orders of 
Government, and further to state the conditions which, I consider, may 
be required thereunder. 

2. To entitle any part;/ to pardon the submission must bo absolute. 
Pardon was freely offered to all on this solo condition, but rejected •, 
now, therefore, in respect of leading men the case of each must be 
considered separately ; any guilty of murder, or of being leaders and 
instigators in (not of) rebellion, must submit unconditionally; all that 
can be said of them is thaf those who so submit will not bo put to 
death, otherwise their cases will bo treated on tho merits of each. I 
have above raised a distinction between instigators of rebellion and 
instigators in rebellion. Persons may have instigated others to rebel 
under tho pressure of grievances, real or imagined; to such persons I 
would desire to shew all possible clemency. Put to tho other class, 
who, notwithstanding offers of pardon, have held out and done their 
best to induce others to hold out, and have further gone to the extent 
of killing and ill-treating those favorable to the Government, no such 
favor should, I think, bo shewn. 

3. The conditions I would impose on tho village communities 
are those— 

1st .—Absolute submission on their part to be met by absolute pardon. 

find .—The village population must return with its goods and chattels, 
males and females, young and old, to the village. They will be quite 
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as safe there from those in rebellion as in the jungle, so no plea upon this 
score need be listened to. 

—They must give in the names of all who hold out and bind 
themselves to deliver them and theirs np whenever they come into tho 
village, and to point out their retreats. 

Ath .—All arrears of taxes must he paid up, but time may be allowed 
and payment by instalments, where such a measure appears necessary. 
Payment may bo taken in grain or in labor also at the ordinary rates 
of hire. 

4. They shall be ready at all times to render prompt assistance to 
the officers of Government, and to point out *all rebels in their neigh¬ 
bourhood, and shall seizo all wht) come within their limits. 

5. If at any time they consider themselves aggrieved by any officer 
of Government, or by any persons whatever, they shall peaceably make 
their grievances known to the Assistant Commissioner, the Deputy 
Commissioner, or to other chief authority, and submit to the decision 
passed. I would observe that it is my wish in future to leave the police 
of tho country as much as possible in tho hands of the people ; to leave 
thorn to elect their own heads of villages by whatsoever title designated ; 
to allow them to collect the Government dues; and to settle all petty 
matters among themselves, the village libads and people binding them¬ 
selves to apprehend all heinous offenders and to deliver them up to tho 
Government; but on the submission tho people tho Government will 
doubtless issuo orders calculated to removo all eauso of discontent and 
to secure the comfort and prosperity of the people. 


From tho Hon’bi.T! A. Eden, Secretary to tlic' Government _ of Bengal, to Lieute¬ 
nant -Colonel J. (J. Hauuiiton, Officiating Commissioner of Assam, on special 
duty,—(No. 1086, dated the 16th March 186:1-) 

SlK, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 13C. of the 5th instant, with its enclosure, and in reply to refer 
you to tie orders addressed to yon, under date the (ith idem, laying 
down the policy to be pursued in future in the Jynteeah Hills. 

2. Tho Lieutenant-Governor approves generally of tho instructions 
issued by you to Captain Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah 

16 
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and Jynteah Hills, defining the conditions on which the submission 
of the rebels is to be accepted; but I am desired to observe that the 
absolute pardon offered by Section 1, paragraph 3, of your letter of 
instructions, in return for absolute submission, must, as stated in 
paragraph 2, be subject to modification in the case of leaders and 
instigators in rebellion and of those guilty of murder, to whom exemp¬ 
tion froto capital punishment alone can bo promised. 


Prom Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Hauohton, Officiating Commissioner and Gover¬ 
nor General’s Agent, North-East Frontier, on special duty, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal,—(No. 14C., dated the 9th March 1863.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward, herewith, copy of an interesting 
memorandum on the causes of the rebellion which has been placed 
at my disposal by the Reverend T. Jones, believing that it will not 
prove unacceptable to the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor. 

2. It is the popular belief in the hills both of Khassia and Jynteeah 
that the Jynteah Rajah was deposed in consequence of his having 
quarrelled with the late Mr. Inglis, and that tho latter, when he seized 
the Rajah, was greatly enriched by the plunder of the Rajah’s property 
at Jynteahporc. I have no records at hand to enable me to state, 
from reference to them, what actually occurred on that occasion. 

3. The conduct of the Darogahs on tho occasions referred to by 
Mr. Jones in suppressing poojas, &c., has never been, I believe, the 
subject of any formal enquiry, as the parties who could testify to what 
actually occurred were in rebellion. It is but just to these officials to 
say that I have not yet obtained from Mr. Jones or any one else a 
single specific charge of corruption against thorn. 


A feiu hints on the origin and causes of the Jynteeah Belellion. 

There is nothing more certain than that the Jynteah rebellion 
cannot be attributed to any one single cause, but to a serieSI of causes 
extending over a number of years. 

In 'the first place it must be taken into consideration that all the 
inhabitants of these hills are very ignorant, and especially so the 
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Jynteeahs, among whom, before the breaking out of the present 
rebellion, there had not been a single European stationed for any length 
of time. And the little they themselves did know of the world outside 
of their own haunts and fastnesses in the direction of Bongal and Assam 
only served to increase their contempt for the stranger. The ryots of 
the Khyrim Rajah also, they have always been in the habit of looking 
down upon as being fewer in number and much inferior to themselves, 
whom they generally call by the name Pynai (t. e., those that # can make 
two out of ono.) Their knowledge of tlje powers and resources of 
Government was most deficient. They really thought that there were 
no more Europeans than the few they woro able to see at Chcrra, . 
Gowhatty, Sylhet, Cachar, and Calcutta, and that all the sepoys number 
no more than a few thousands, whom, if they could get a few muskets, 
they could easily master aud drive away. And it was with a view of 
obtaining arms and ammunition that they camo over tho Um-ryot 
towards tho end of the year. They thought of attacking Cherra, 
which they knew to be defended by but a small number of sepoys, and 
of possossing themselves of the contents of thu magazine, &c. 

2 tulli /.—The Jynteeahs have never been reconciled to the way in 
which their country was taken possession of by the British Govern¬ 
ment. They say their Rajah was sent fdr to hold a friendly intercourse 
with the officers sent out against him, .and that, as soon as he complied, 
his person was secured and his property looted to the amount of a 
lac of Rupees. And many of them to this day look upon this piece 
of treachery, as they consider it to bo, as a thing to be avenged 
whenever an opportunity offers itself. 

3 rdly .—There have been ill-disposed persons among them for the 
last two years or more, who seem to have made it their business to 
spread all manner of false roports as to the intentions of Government' 
regarding them, and specially of its determination to take to itself their 
lands and then compel them to pay an annual rent or land tax, as 
is the case in Bengal. 

4 thly .—They have of lato been very dissatisfied with the native 
officials, the principal of whom are men from this part of the country, 
of no standing, and of very corrupt morals, whom all of them heartily 
despise as well as hate. These, they all along tell me, oppressed the 
people in every possible way, and especially in every Government " 



( 124 ) 


business, and did their utmost to turn the administration of justice to 
their own personal aggrandizement. 

5 thhj .—The progress of enlightenment, no doubt, had the effect of 
frightening a few of the most bigoted and superstitious. For as the 
young men become more and more enlightened they cease of their own 
accord to regard with veneration their sacred groves and pools, diseases, 
demons,i&e. But I have seen some of those most bigoted join their 
fellow villagers in the violation of these places when there was any thing 
jn the shape of gain to he had therefrom. "What the Cln-istians are 
directed to do with regard to these things is to follow the crowd rather 
than lead them, our object being to gain favor with the people and not 
to offend them. 

That the people generally had no dislike to the Christians as such 
I feel quite sure. No body of men can have lived more peaceably among 
their fellow men, ever since I caine first among them in 1850, than these 
Native Christians liavo done among tho heathens on those hills; there 
having not been a single lawsuit among them as far as 1 remember tho 
whole of that time, though they are scattered over some twelve or fifteen 
villages, and living among, and often under the same roof as their 
heathen fellow subjects, just in tlie same way as they used to do before 
they became converts to Christianity. 

Gfhly .—All are loud in their complaints of the corruption and bribery 
prevalent at the Cherra court. And 1 know the Jynteahs must have 
felt more from this than the men of these parts They were strangers; 
with but very few exceptions they did not know T a word of tho court 
language, and they were all as ignorant of tho law as any body of men 
eould he, and of course they were (Jntirely dependant on, and at tho 
mercy of, the native officials, who did not hesitate to grow rich at their 
expense. Tho people say “ wo can do nothing—every case is lost—un¬ 
less wo give bribes.” And 1 believe there has been all along, and that 
there is still, a good deal of foundation for these complaints. 

7th!y .—-JVIauy of tho Jowai and Jalong people wero of tho worst 
characters, and they thought no doubt they would have moro liberty 
tc carry on their malpractices under a native ruler than under the 
British Government. I have heard many of them speaking with evi¬ 
dent delight of their exploits before their country was taken posses¬ 
sion of by the Company Bahadoor, and there was nothing that would 
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have satisfied these men better than to have seen those days of lawless¬ 
ness and violence over again. 

8 thlI /.—The Jynteeahs were of opinion that Government was short 
of means and could, not afford to keep up its forces as formerly, and 
so did nearly all think in this end of the country as well. They had 
heard of the mutiny; they knew that the new taxes wore imposed in 
consequence! of the expenses undergone in order to put it down, and 
when they saw the 14th partly disbanded, the income tax imposed, and 
the opium tax, &c., looming in the distance, their minds were quite 
made up, and they at once caught at the idea of gaining their inde¬ 
pendence and of freeing themselves once and for eve* from the hated 
Dykhai, as they call all foreigners. Thus, I think, it is quite evident 
that the principal men had an intention from the very first of restoring 
the Raj. 

Vtltly .—A large number of their women had been enticed to run away 
with these sepoys. And they all imagined that this evil would go on 
increasing as long as the sepoys wore allowed to remain near them as 
they had hitherto been. 

\01ltly .—The orders to discontinue the burning of the dead in cer¬ 
tain places around the thannah at Jowai may have excited the bad feel¬ 
ings of a few in that village, but they nftist have been very few even 
there, and in other villages none at all. 

lltlly .—Rut it was the interference of the Rarogah with a dance of 
theirs in honor of one of their demons at Jalong that mado them feel 
they could bear no longer the insolence of those officials. Their for¬ 
mer grievances of every kind were as heaps of powder In all directions, 
and the Darogah there applied the torch to them and managed to set 
the whole country in a blaze. Their other grievances, I finely believe, 
they would have soon passed over and forgotten had it not been for’ 
this last mentioned, which they one and all felt to be unsurpassed in its 
insult, &c. 

12////?/.—They also say that, as if this had not been enough, another 
of the Darogahs pushed them on and forced them to run away into the 
jungle, and by degrees to fight. That when this first insult was offer 
od they assembled in their durbars in order to consult what was the best 
way to have their grievances redressed, intending to settle every thing 
peaceably, till this second Darogah told .them that it was unlawful to 
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do so, and that all who did come together into those durbars and con- 
sul| on any thing of the kind would be taken up as rebels and imprison¬ 
ed, &e., and that it was after this they deserted their villages and com¬ 
menced fighting. 

This perhaps might have been true of the body of the people; but 
it seems to me the principal men had made up their minds to fight im¬ 
mediately after the J along affair. 


(Sd.) T. Jones. 


Memorandum from Brigadier-General St. G. D. Showkbs, c. b., Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(No. 789, dated the 10th April 1803.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Colonel H. F. Dunsfobd, c. b., Commanding Jynteeah Field Force, to the 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,—(No. 170, dated the 24th 
February 1863.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Brigadier- 
General Showers, c. b.. Commanding the Presidency Division, that 
having received intimation from Major Thelwall, c. b.. Commanding 
at Satoonga, that there were stockades occupied in force at this place, 
Tonsiong, and Joree Sookut, all within a radius of about five hours’ 
march from his post at Satoonga, I moved out from Jowai, on the 
15th instant, accompanied by Captain Cordner of the Royal Artillery, 
and on the following day proceeded to reconnoitre the position of Joree 
Sookut, about four hours’ march south south-east of Satoonga. The 
road was found practicable for elephants, but the village, which was 
on the top of a densely wooded hill, was hardly within range of 
artillery. My guide (either from ignorance of the exact position o£ 
the stockade, or from cowardice) did not point it out, and it was only 
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after a long and wearisome reconnoitre we came upon it. We found 
a strong barricade newly erected bristling with chevaux de frise, and 
covered with bamboo stakes and abattis in front: this place was 
defended only by two or three men, who fled on our approach, and wc 
took possession unopposed. I had not moved out with a view of 
attack, and was consequently not provided with scaling ladders or 
litters, in case of my men being wounded. As it was then getting late, 
and I had still a long march back to camp, I merely destroyed the 
first stockade, though it was with some difficulty I prevented fhe recon¬ 
noitring party from rushing on a stockade Visible about 200 yards in 
front, but apparently like the first unoccupied. I returned to camp 
about 8 r. M., and there found ^Tajor Thclwall, c. n., who had returned ‘ 
a few hours before me from reconnoitring this place, which he reported 
to be held in great force, and with a declared intention on the part of 
the rebels to defend to the last, l ie reported the road to be quite practi¬ 
cable for the elephants conveying the artillery, and I therefore at once 
sent orders to Jowai for the artillery to join me, together with all avail¬ 
able men of the 44th Regiment Native Infantry, leaving a party of not 
less than oue hundred effective men for the protection of Jowai. Whilst 
these were coming out I proceeded (again accompanied by Captain 
Cordner) in order to reconnoitre the stockade of Surtiung and the road 
leading to it. I found it fully occupied and in a most favorable posi¬ 
tion for attack by artillery. The village stands on the top of a hill 
with a plain on three sides, the fourth side being a spur of dense jungle 
and rock about three-quarters of a mile broad connecting it with other 
hills of impenetrable underwood and forest jungle. 

2. On the morning of the 21st instant I moved with the force, 


21st Regiment Pus jab Ineantby. 14th Regiment (Syliiet) Liout 
4 Kuropean Officers. Infantry. 

4 Native Officers. 1 Kuropean Officer. 

169 Rank and File. 1 Native Officer. 

41 Hank and File. 

28th Regiment Punjab Infantry 1st Beboal Police Battalion. 
1 European Officer. 1 Kuropean Officer. 

1 Native Officer. 1 Native Officer. 

34 Rank and File. 68 Rank and File. 

Coksyah Police. 

40 Rank and File. 


as per margin, 
from Satoonga- 
and arrived with¬ 
in about 303 
yards from the 
first stockade, 
where sheds were 
quickly thrown 


up for the troops and we bivouacked for the night. The village was 
summoned to surrender by Captain Morton, the Deputy Commissioner, 
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who accompanied me, but to no purpose, and the following arrange¬ 
ments were made for the attack iu the morning :— 

The attack on the north or principal entrance immediately facing 
us, under Major Thclwall, c. a., consisted of— 

S 2 European Officers. 

2 Native Officers. 

58 ltank and File. 

1 1 European Officer, Lieutenant 
1st Bengal Police Battalion ...< Oldham. 

V 52 Rank and File. 

The attack on the cast and south-east, under Lieutenant Robertson, 
Adjutant, 21st Regiment Punjab Infaniry, consisted of— 

! 2 European Officers. 

1 Native Officer. 

G2 Rank and File. 

C 1 European Officer, Lieutenant 
2Stb Regiment Punjab Infantry ...-? Aleock. 

( 82 Rank and File. 

Twenty Cossyab police arrno:l with muskets. 

'I’he attack on the west and south-west, under Captain Lloyd, 44th 
Regiment Native Infantry, consisted of— 

44th Regiment Native Infantry ... [ 4 * ^iik’and'File. 

1st Bengal Police Battalion ... { 15 Raidc and File. 

Forty Cossyab police and archers furnished by friendly Rajahs. 

The artillery, under the Command of Captain Cordncr, consisting 
of two mountain train howitzers, were in position about 700 yards 
from the summit of the hill on which stood the village. 

The first party under Major Thclwall, c. b., remained near the ar¬ 
tillery. 

The other parties were in position about 5 o’clock a. m., and had taken 
possession of all paths by which I thought it possible the rebels could 
escape. 
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The artillery opened fire as soon as the day was sufficiently broken 
to see, and made admirable practice, every shell bursting in or close to 
the village; but an after inspection shewed me that, admirably sis our 
artillery had been served, it bad done but little execution owing to the 
immense caves and fissures in the rocks under which the rebels shel¬ 
tered themselves. After firing ten rounds from each gun I directed one 
gun to be advanced to within about one hundred yards, and at that dis¬ 
tance fire three rounds of grape : this effectually cleared the first stockade 
which was carried by Major Tliclwall’s party; but immediately behind 
it was a second equally formidable barrier, which, like the first, had to 
be carried by escalade. The attacking party then advanced by a most 
rugged road, or rather gorge, between high perpendicular rocks, and was 
opposed by arrows and flights of stones from above, audit was only 
after the assault of no less than six of these strong barriers that the 
summit of the bill was reached. The other parties met with less op¬ 
position from the enemy ; but the ragged state of their clothes and their 
scratched hands and faces shewed the difficulty they encountered from 
the rocks and jungles. The whole hill is a series of immense limestone 
rocks and eaves and fissures of great depth, rendering a passage through 
or over them impossible to any but those well versed in tbeir intricacies. 
By 10 a. m. the village was in our possession, and parties immediately 
sent to hunt up the caves and jungles, with orders to shoot all men in 
arms, and take prisoners of all women and children. The number of 
the enemy ascertained to be killed is ten; among them the late Dolloye 
of NungkloCj- but from the great quantities of blood found on the rocks 
about it is probable many more were wounded, and have crawled or 
been carried away to die in the caves. 

The annexed return of wounded of our force shews fifteen, but all 
of these are trifling wounds and scarcely unfit men for duty above two 
or three days. 

A number of women and children have been taken prisoners and 
large stores of grain have been captured. I have still parties out scouring 
the country and hunting for fugitives, though from my having had pickets 
all round the hill since arrival here, night and day, I have reason to think 
few have escaped to any distance, and hope hunger and thirst may drive 
them from their hiding places and they may fall into our hands. I 
yesterday reconnoitred the village of Tonsiong to the west, which was 

17 
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also strongly stockaded but abandoned. The villages of Samng and Kum- 
kioa to the north-east were also found to be stockaded and abandoned. 
These three places have now been destroyed. I purpose leaving a de¬ 
tachment here for a few days until all the grain and cattle have been 
secured, and have directed the village to be destroyed when the post 
is abandoned, for, although the houses number probably about two 
hundred, they have evidently all been recently erected, and the place 
chosen as a good position for tlie^protection of the rebel families and 
porperty. 

It now remains for me ‘ to bring to the favorable notice of the Bri¬ 
gadier-General the excellent conduct of all officers and men engaged, by 
which I have been enabled to strike a severe blow at the rebels with 
such trifling loss to the attacking party. 

Major Thelwall, c. b., commanding the north, Captain Lloyd the 
west. Lieutenant Robertson the south-east attack, I would parti¬ 
cularly bring to notice, as also Captain Cordner, Commanding Royal 
Artillery, and my Staff Officer, Lieutenant Lightfoot, for the ready 
assistance he has always afforded me. Annexed I beg to send the reports 
of the officers commanding columns. Captain Morton, the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner, it will be seen, aecompaiucd the force under Captain Lloyd, 
and has been throughout most,energetic and zealous, ever ready to give 
assistance in his military or civil capacity and is an invaluable officer. 

Lieutenant Worsley, commanding the police, joined me in the 
evening with an additional forty police too late to take part in the 
assault; but, though only just arriving oft" a long march, he at once 
volunteered to hunt up the jungles and succeeded in capturing some 
prisoners. 

Lieutenant Robertson, 21st Regiment Punjab Infantry, and Lieute¬ 
nant Oldham, 1st Bengal Police, two very smart and intelligent officers, 
left me this morning to scour the country to the west, and return to 
Satoonga via Jorcc Sookut with orders to destroy the stockade at the 
latter place if found unoccupied. I purpose leaving with the artillery, 
detachments of 28th Regiment Punjab Infantry under Lieutenant 
Alcoek, and 44th Regiment Native Infantry under Captain Lloyd, to¬ 
morrow morning for Satoonga, leaving the party of the 21st Regiment 
Native Infantry under Major Thelwall at this post until all grain and 
tattle have been secured or destroyed. 
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I trust it may not be deemed out of place my bringing to the notice of 
the Brigadier-General Commanding the ready assistance and cordial 
co-operation I have always received from Major Hanghton, the Gover¬ 
nor-General’s Agent, who complied with my requisition for the assist¬ 
ance of the Cossyah police and bowmen lately furnished by the different 
friendly ltajalis. 


From MaJOB W. ThklWAI.L, Commanding 21st Punjab Native Infalliry, to LiI'.i'TK- 
Sant Liuiitfoot, Station Staff Ollicer, Jynteah Field Force,—(dated the 22 nd 
Februarj’ 1863.) 


SlK, 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Colonel 
Dunsford, c. Commanding the Jynteah Field Force, that, agreeably 
to field force orders of the 21st instant, I proceeded to attack 

21sr Punjab Native Ikfantby. 1st Henoat, Pm, ice. 

12 Kurojwiin Officers. 1 Kuroimin Offic- 

2 Nativw Officers. 10 Non-Com missioned Officers 

8 Non-Commissioned Officers. 42 Sepoys. 

50 Sepoys. 

margin. Having told off a party to carry the scaling ladders, I skirmished 
np to within a few yards of the stockade at the main entrance and at a 
given signal the ladders were planted, and the first and second stockades 
opposing our entrance were taken with a rush. After advancing about 120 
yards up a steep narrow path flanked on each side by perpendicular walls 
we came upon a stockade thrown across tlie path of a far more formi¬ 
dable nature, being immensely strong, about fifteen feet high, and 
flanked on each side by perpendicular rocks from eighteen to twenty feet 
in height, rendering it impossible to effect an entrance except by escalade. 
The ladders were placed and this stockade was taken by escalade, 
and three of the enemy defending the same shot dead on the spot. I 
continued the advance meeting three fresh stockades before reaching the 
centre of the enemies’ position: these were all taken, and I detached 
parties at once in pursuit. Ten of the enemy were found dead, and 
tracef of blood could be seen in every direction. The enemy fled aban¬ 
doning all their property of every description. I beg to bring to 


the stockade of 

Surtiun 

«• 

this 

mand 

of 

the 

troops 

as 

per 
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the favorable notice of Colonel Dunsford, c. n., Commanding, the gal¬ 
lant conduct of both Lieutenant Eaton, of the 21st Punjab Na¬ 
tive Infantry, and Lieutenant Oldham, of the 1st Bengal Police, and 
the Native Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers and men who 
formed the storming party under me. 


From Captain G. 0. Lloyd, Commanding 44th Regiment Native Infantry, to 
Lieutenant Ligktfoot, Station Staff Officer, Jynteeali Field Force,—(dated the 
21st February 1863.) 

SlK, 

I have the honor to report, for your information, that agrec- 


41th Regiment Native 
Infantry. 


1st Bengal Police, 
Native Officer. 


ably to your instruc¬ 
tion I proceeded at 


1 Native-Officer. 2 Non-Commissioned 

4 Non-Commissioned Officers. 

Officers. 13 Sepoys. 

1 Bugler. 

36 Sepoys. 

Cossyah Police. 

40 Sepoys. 


half past 4 o’clock 
A. m. this morning 
with a force, strength 
as per margin, to 
form the attack on the 


west side of the Surtiung stockade. By the time the guns commenced 
to fire I was in my appointed position ready to prevent any of the 
rebels from escaping on that side, gnd to take every thing before me by 
escalade as soon as the guns should cease. 

On my reaching the plain on the opposite side of the hill from 
camp I perceived there was a stockade to he taken; and as the path 
leading to it was full of panjees or traps, and the enemy evidently ex¬ 
pected theattack on it would be from that point, I endeavored to find some 
other way to get up to it, so as to take them in the rear if possible. I 
could not, however, discover any road. 

Immediately I knew that the guns had ceased I advanced to take 
the stockade in front, which I did without opposition, and before re-join¬ 
ing the main body I passed another similar stockade, but it also was 
vacated on my approach. 

Captain Morton, Deputy Commissioner, accompanied my party, and 
was most willing and anxious to render me any assistance that might 
have been required. 
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From Lieutenant R. J. Robertson, Adjutant, 21st Punjab Nativo Infantry, Com¬ 
manding Detachment, to the Staif Officer, Jynteeali Field Force,—(dated the 2Srd 
February 1863.) 

Sir, 

I have tlic honor to report, for the information of Colonel 

Dunsford, c. n., Com¬ 
manding Jynteah Field 

Force, the movements 

• • 

of a detachment under 
my command, strength 
as per margin, in the 
operations yesterday leading to Mic capture of the rebels’ position of 
Surtiuug, 

2. Agreeably to instructions received I left camp at 3-30 a. m. 
yesterday morning for the southern side of the Surtiuug hill, leaving 
a party of thirty men under Lieutenant Durand at the south-eastern 
extremity of the hill, with directions to force their way up when the 
artillery had ceased firing. I proceeded myself with the remainder of 
the party along the foot of the hill, circling round to the western end 
in the hope of finding a path leading up to the rebels’ position. In 
this, however, I was disappointed, and thftn I determined, as no path 
could be discovered, to ascend the face of the hill in a direction which I 
conjectured would lead to the village <jn its summit. 

3. I first proceeded to post five small parties round the base of the 
hill with a view to cutting oft' the retreat of the rebels should they 
endeavor to retire in this direction. These arrangements concludcd*I 
began to ascend the hill accompanied by Lieutenant Ilcwett and thirty 
men, soon after day break, and after the artillery had commenced 
firing. I soon found that this was a work of greater difficulty than I 
had anticipated, precipitous rocks, deep chasms, and dense tree jungle 
forming no slight obstacles to our progress. However, after an ascent 
of nearly two hours’ duration we reached the summit, and came suddenly 
upon the rebels’ village, the direction of which, by a happy accident, 
we had hit off exactly. 

4. The opposite side of the village was found to be occu¬ 
pied by our own troops, who had just entered it, but observed a body 
of rebels hastily retreating over the side of the khud to our left. I 
immediately ordered our men to fire, and, though we could not 


21st Punjab Native In¬ 
fantry- 

2 European Officers. 

<1 Native Officers. 

8 Havildars. 

1 Huglcr. 

5* itank and File. 


28th Punjab Native 
Infantry. 

1 European Officer 

2 Havildars. 

30 Hank and File. 

20 C'ossyah Police. 
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ascertain whether any were killed, several must have been wounded 
as the bullets fell thick among them. 

I then joined the main body in the village. 


Nominal Return of Men 0/21st Regiment Punjab Infantry wounded 
in Action at the taking of Surtiung on 2 '■hid February 1863. 


Number. 

• 

Rank and Name. 

Company 


Remarks. 


Sepoys. 


, 


1 

Chubba Singh 

1 

Slight 

panjec wound in foot. 

2 

Kay han Singh 

1 

)) 

arrow wound in finger. 

3 

Ameer Khan 

3 

yy 

arrow wound in loft knee. 

4 

Duoud Khan 

3 

yy 

arrow wound on hand. 

5 

Shani Singh 

1 

yy 

contusion from a stone oil hip. 

6 

Gunda Singh 

1 

yy 

contusion from a stone on ancle. 

7 

Roor Singh 

1 

yy 

panjec wound in foot. 

8 

Goordut Singh .. 

1 

yy 

contusion from a stone on 
right shoulder. 


(Sd.) F. S. S1 TjLIFant, 
Assistant Surgeon , 21st Punjab Infantry. 


Nominal Return of Men of 1st Battalion, Bengal Police, wounded in 
Action at the taking of Surtiung on 22nd February 1863. 


♦ 

K 

pa 

« 

S 

U 

Rank and Name. 

Company. 


Sepoys. 


1 

Dula Khan 

2 

a 

Guya 

1 

3 

Khaka Singh 

4 

4 

Kurrack Singh ... 

4 

5 

Sudda Singh 

3 


Remarks. 


Slight arrow wound in right hip. 

,, panjec wound in left foot. 

„ contusion from a stone on head 
„ arrow wound in right hip. 

„ panjec wound in right foot. 


(Sd.) F. S. SlLLIFANT, 

, Assistant Surgeon, 21st Punjab Infantry* 
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Memorandum from BniGADtin-GENEEAi. St. 6. D. Showers, c. b., Commanding 
the Presidency Division,—(No. 790, dated the 10th April 1863.) 
Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Iiieutonant-Govemor. 


From Colonel II. F. PuNSFonn, c. b , Commanding Jynteeah Field Forfo, to the 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,—(No. 171, dated Camp Satoonga, 
the 26tli February 186J.) 

Sits, 

In continuation of my letter No. 170 of the 2%th instant, I 
have the honor to report, for -the information of Brigadier-General 
Showers, c. b.. Commanding the Presidency Division, that I yesterday 
marched from Surtiung to this, bringing with me the artillery, the 
detachments of the 28th and 21th Regiments Native Infantry, and 
forty of the Cossyah police. The elephants of tho artillery have this 
day been returned to Surtiung with all available ponies and coolies to 
bring away the large stores of grain which have been collected there. 

Major Thclwall, C. b., with the head-quarters of the 21st Regiment 
Punjab Infantry, forty of the Bengal Police Battalion, and the same 
number of Cossyah police, I have directed to remain for a few days at 
Surtiung, with a view to secure all cattle, and continue to scour 
the country, as many of the families of the rebels are, I have reason 
to believe, still concealed in the heavy jungles and deep caves in the 
vicinity of the stockade. 

In my last I reported having detached Lieutenant Robertson, 
Adjutant, 21st Regiment Native Infantry, and Lieutenant Oldham, 1st 
Bengal Police Battalion, to the west with orders to return via Jooree 
Sookut to Satoonga; these officers brought in their detachments last 
evening, having in their expedition met with two very strongly stock¬ 
aded villages named Tullumkoo and Tumpia Moshun about two hours* 
march west of Surtiung, which had been deserted and were destroyed 
without opposition on the 24th instant. On the evening of that day, 
after marching from 7 o’clock a. m., they arrived in front of Jooree 
Sookut which was sot lire to by the rebels and deserted during the 
night. The first stockade which I had partially destroyed with a recon¬ 
noitring party on the Kith instant was foupd unrepaired, hut the other 
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defences were complete, and although undefended, I regret much to sav 
an ingeniously constructed panjec pit has deprived roe of the services 
of one of the best, most enterprising, and energetic officers of the 
force, Lieutenaht Robertson, of the 21st Regiment Native Infantry, 
whose report I beg to annex. Ilis wound, I am happy to say, is only 
superficial, and though causing much pain, will prove of no permanent 
injury,, though it will probably unfit him for duty for some days. I 
would especially bring to the notice of the Brigadier-General the good 
services of these two officers. Lieutenants Robertson and Oldham, 
who, during yesterday and the day before, were marching for upwards 
of four and twenty hours, destroyed three strongly stockaded positions, 
and captured forty-five heads of cattlo. 

From the circumstance of these positions, though so strong, being 
abandoned without defence, I cannot but suppose that the blow 
struck at Surtiung has had a most disheartening effect on the rebels, 
and the ticavy loss inflicted on them by the capture of their grain, 
cattle, families, and strongholds will soon bring them to supplicate 
for that clemency which was so generously offered, but rejected in 
October last. Within the last five days we have taken six stockades, 
between three or four thousand maunds of rice, killed a great number 
of the rebels, taken about ‘thirty of their families and upwards of 
two hundred of their cattle. 

The detachments of the 28th and 44th Regiments Native Infantry 
I have just sent into Jowai; the former with orders to proceed with 
the remainder of the regiment, as carriage is available to Sylhct, to 
join the head-quarters of the regiment already there, awaiting 
transport to the Upper Provinces, and the latter to hold the post 
of Jowai. 

A report has reached me (I fear but too well founded, though not 
received officially) of Lieutenant Collett, Second in Command, of the 
21st Regiment Punjab Native Infantry, having been wounded in the 
leg just above the ancle by a stray shot fired from the jungles 
whilst on an expedition in the Nongfloot or Barrato District ; the 
bone of the leg is reported to be shattered. Further particulars shall 
be forwarded as they reach me-officially. 

I regret to have to report the loss of a sepoy of the 21st Regiment 
Punjab Infantry, who, whilst out on an expedition in the neighbourhood 
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of Shamplioong on the 12th instant, appears to have Wandered 
from his detachment, and during a storm is supposed to have lost 
his way, and has not since been heard of. I am inclined to think 
he must have fallen over a steep and been killed, as there has been 
no report of rebels in that neighbourhood, and had he been captured 
or murdered by them, wc should probably have received intima¬ 
tion of it. 

I purpose visiting the posts of Shamplioong and Koonchcnoong 
to-morrow, and will institute every enquiry and search after the 
missing sepoy. 

I apprehend no further opposition in this district, which has now 
been (and is still) undergoing almost thorough scouring, but there 
arc yet, I have reason to believe, a few of the more determined rebels 
headed by the Dulloyes of Munsow and Raliong still in arms in the 
Dulloyc jungles and Nongfloot district, and I may yet have to 
organise a force against these, though from large numbers of the 
Munsow and Jowai men having recently surrendered to Major Haugh- 
ton, the Cl over nor General's Agent, they may bo induced to betray 
the haunts of those who have brought such calamities on them, and 
I may be able to effect more by secret expeditions than an attack 
in force. 

I omitted in my despatch, on the 24th instant, to report that I was 
indebted for the very correct and f wcll-cxccutcd plan I forwarded to 
Lieutenant Steel, of the Artillery, a most intelligent, smart, and 
good officer. 

I have much pleasure in adding that, notwithstanding the arduous 
duties that have been performed by the officers and men, the health 
and spirits of the troops continue good. 


From Lieutenant R. Robehtsok, Adjutant, 21st Regiment Native Infantry, 
Commanding Detachment,—(dated the 26th February 1863.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report, for the information of 
Colonel Dunsford, c. b.. Commanding* Jynteeali Field Force, 

18 
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the particulars of an expedition under my enwiwmu d as fol¬ 
lows :— 


I left Snrtiung On the morning of the 24th instant at 7 a. m.. 


21»t Regis but Native Ievahtby. 
European Officer ... 1 

Native Officers ... 3 

Havildan ... 4 

Rank ajid File ... So 

Bee gal M hit art Police. 
let Battalion. 

European Officer ... 1 

Native Officer 1 

Havildan i 

Naicks 3 

Sepoys 20 

Cossyah Police 40 


accompanied by Lieutenant Oldham and 
with a force, strength as per margin, 
and, after marching for about two hours 
in a north-eastern direction, reached the 
summit of that range of hills which 
slope down towards Satoongah. Proceed¬ 
ing some distance from the hill, we 
halted in front of a stockade surrounded 


on all sides by very thick jungle. Leav¬ 
ing the baggage under a guard, and sending down parties of the 
Cossyah Police to the right and left with orders” to penetrate the 
jungle on either side, I advanced with the remainder of our force 
down the main entrance. As we proceeded we found a narrow patli 
leading through the jungle down to the foot of the hill between high 
rocks, and strongly protected in several places by barricades construct¬ 
ed with wood and stone. Setting fire to the barricades as we advanced, 
we soon reached the foot of the hill, and turning to our right 
came upon a stockade very strongly constructed with chevaux de frise, 
panjee pits and barricades. From this stockade a path leads up the 
hill to the spot wc had started .from; this path was also strongly en¬ 
trenched. The rebels had vacated the stockade probably the previous 
day. After destroying their stockades and burning a temporary 
village to our left we started in the direction of Jooree Sookut: we 
had not proceeded far in this direction when we came upon another 
temporary village, which was set on fire by Lieutenant Oldham and 
a party of sepoys; this officer reported that his party killed one of 
the rebels found in this village. 

It was not my original intention to proceed as far as Jooree Sookut 
this day ; but as the Cossyah guide reported that there was no water 
nearer than that place I determined to push on; the path that we 
followed led us to the brow of a bill through dense tree jungle, and 

0 

after three or four hours' marching we suddenly came upon open coun¬ 
try. and saw Jooree Sookut to our right. About half a mile distant the 
'.Stockade itself was situated in a valley in the midst of dense jungle. 
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but there was a village above it ou the brow of a hill. Directly we 
appeared smoke and flames burst from this village, and this was evi¬ 
dently a preconcerted signal to announce our approach: the whole 
village was soon in flames and rapidly consumed. Marching up to 
the stockade we formed our camp at the entrance, and observing 
several of the enemy above, I resolved, though it was drawing near 
sunset, to advance through the stockade in the hope of being*able to 
cut them off. • 

For this purpose I proceeded with Lieutenant Oldham and a party 
of sepoys to reconnoitre the position. We had advanced only a short 
distance when we reached a strong barricade formed across a narrow 
path leading up between steep Jocks. In examining the barricade in 
order to discover an entrance I unfortunately slipped into a panjee pit 
and injured my feft leg; the command of the party then devolved 
upon Lieutenant Oldham, and I have the honor to enclose his report 
of the destruction of the stockade next morning. 

I cannot conclude without bringing to the notice of Colonel Duns- 
ford, c. b., the very great assistance I received from Lieutenant Oldham, 
who is a most active and intelligent officer. 


From Lieutenant H. H. Oldham, 1st Bengal Military Police Battalion, Command¬ 
ing Detachment, to the Staff Officer, Jyiiteah Field Force,—(dated Camp 
Satonga, the 26th February 1863.) 

Sib, 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Colonel 
Dunsford, c. b., Commanding Jyntecah Field Force, that, on the 
evening of the 24th instant, whilst reconnoitring the stockade of Jooree 
Sookut, Lieutenant Robertson, who was in command of a force of 
which my detachment formed part, was unfortunately wounded by 
slipping into a very deep panjee pit and injured his left leg so much 
so that he was unable to proceed; consequently I assumed command 
of the party, and it being at the time nearly dark returned to camp, 
intending to proceed the next morning. 

At 7 a. Vi on the 25th instant, leaving a guard over the camp, 
I started with the remainder of the men to fcarry out Lieutenant Robert! 



( 140 ) 

son’s original intention of ascertaining if the enemy still held the 
stockade Jooree Sookut. 

On arriving at the first barricade I came to the conclnsion that the 
rebels had evacuated the position. 

Proceeding cautiously alon% a narrow path between high and abrupt 
rocks, and crossing with difficulty five strong barricades on my way, 
I came to a comparatively open pathway undefended, and leading up 
a distance of about a quarter of a mile to the original site of the 
village which had been burnt by the rebels the night previous. 

After having assembled all my party in the village I sent parties of 
sepoys to find out if there were any more defences on the further side 
of the position, and to report to me if they found grain stored. 

Ascertaining that there were no further defences, and having found 
and destroyed five small houses filled with grain seeds, &c., I returned 
towards the camp, pulling down and burning the barricades on my 
way, arriving at about 9-30 a. m. ; not a single rebel was seen the 
whole time we were in the village. 

I gave the sepoys two hours for cooking and eating their food, and 
at 11 a. m. sent off the Cossyah Police to escort twenty-five head of 
cattle captured by us on the 24th instant to Satoongah at about 11-30 
A. m. Having previously ascertained that the barricades were still 
burning, I started with the remainder of the force for Satoongah, 
where I arrived at about 5 p. m. 4 


Memorandum from BmcAmfc-GKNEnAL St. G. D. Sjiowebs, c. n., Commanding 
Presidency Division,— (No. 763, dated the 9th April 1863.) 
Fokwakded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for sub¬ 
mission to His Honor tho Lieutenant-Governor. 


Prom Colon nr, H. P. Dunspoed, c. b.. Commanding Jynteeah Field Force, to tho 
Assistant Adjntant-General, Presidency Division,—(No. 199, dated Camp Jowaie, 
the 10th March 1863.) 

Sib, 

In my despatch No. 171, dated the 26th of February, I did 
myself the honor of reporting, for the information of the Brigadier- 
General Commanding the Presidency Division, proceedings up to that 
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date. I now bog to enclose diaries from Major Tlielwall, c. b., in tlio 
Satoongah District, Captain Shuldliam, of the 44th Regiment Native 
Infantry, at Pungass, and Lieutenant Ommanney, 44th Regiment 
Native Infantry, at Shilliong Montong, all of which contain most 
satisfactory accounts of success in arms and of surrender of rebels, 
which lead me confidently to expect a speedy termination to tho rebel¬ 
lion throughout tho hills. 

2. The death of Sowar Dulloyo of Satoongah has removed the only 
leader in the Satoongah District, whoso influence has been exercised 
for the contiuuance of the rebellion after the capture of tho stockade 
of Surtiung, and 1 may now, I think, with safety report that the wholo 
of the districts of Satoojngah, Shamplioong, Jumair, and Nongkli are 
quieted, and the rebels gradually returning to re-establish thoir 
villages. 

3. On the 7th instant I directed a party of fifty rank and file, 
under Lieutenant Durand, 21st Regiment Punjab Infantry, accompanied 
by Lieutenant Worsley and forty Cossyah Police, to proceed, via 
Kooucheuoong^nd ltalliong, to llarrato. The remainder of the 21st 
Regiment Punjab Infantry under Major Tlielwall, with the exception of 
twenty rank and file at Satoongah and Jho samo number at Surtiung, 
I withdrew to this, and yesterday despatched via Nurteng to the Barrato 
and Nongftoot districts; my object in sending them by this routo being 
that tho passage of tho river Mungtung would have been impracticable 
for tho baggage ponies by which thoy are accompanied any where 
between llalliong and Nurteng. 

4. A detachment of the 1st Bengal Police Battalion under Lieute¬ 
nant Oldham also proceeded to Barrato on tho Sth instant; so tho 
force now in the Nongfloot and Barrato districts, including Shilliong 
Montong and Fungap, will amount to about 450 rank and file, 
exclusive of the Cossyah Police. 

5. There are no stockades, as far as I can ascertain, either in that 
district or the Mikhir country, though a report at one time prevailed 
that the rebels had prepared a stockade in the latter district; they have 
now no rallying point and no organized system. 

6 . A camp for present operations will be formed at Barrato, and 
I am noiy on the . point of leaving to assume command there where I 
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have already massed supplies for ten days, and on arrival purpose send¬ 
ing out detachments in every direction to thoroughly scour the country. 

7. It will be seen by the diary of Lieutenant Ommanney that 
Ookman, Dulloye' of Shilliong Montong, has surrendered and has 
guaranteed to bring in the whole of the villages of Omonderson, 
Mukrow, and half of Barrato. These, I have subsequently heard, have 
already tome in, and the remainder of the Barrato people are about to 
follow the example. 

8 . Some twenty head of cattle, about ten days ago, were carried 
off from the neighbourhood of Nongba by rebels from Nongjoongoe; 
their hiding place was discovered, and the inhabitants of Nongba, un¬ 
known to the guards stationed there, and headed by the late Dulloye, 
proceeded to the place and attacked them, killing their leader, one 
Oosiung Rungut, who has for long exercised a great influence in keep¬ 
ing that part of the country in ferment. His body was brought into 
Nongba and has been recognized by hundreds. His influence removed, 
Yakinyung and Nongjoongec may shortly bo expected to submit. In 
fact, numbers have already submitted to the Commissioner, who is at 
present at Nurteng. 

9. The post of Padoo I have withdrawn at the request of tho villa¬ 
gers. The posts of Jafflong and Locat at the foot of the hills being 
now no longer required I have also withdrawn. 

10. Captain Morton, the Deputy Commissioner, with a small escort, 
is now visiting the different villages in the Satoongah and Koonche- 
noong districts, with a view to induce all to re-establish themselves, 
and will probably meet me at Barrato about the 14th. 

11. The whole of the 28th Regiment Punjab Infantry have been for 
some days concentrated at Sylhet, ready to embark whenever transport 
arrives to convey them to the Upper Provinces, and I confidently ex¬ 
pect, ere the month is over, the services of another regiment may be 
dispensed with, and in anticipation ot this I would solicit the Brigadier- 
General’s instructions as to what corps he would wish should be the 
first to move, in order that I may arrange to have them ready at Sylhet 
when their services here are no longer required. 

12. On the 10th instant I forwarded an extract of a letter from the 
officer commanding at Cherra Poonjee, shewing that barrack accom¬ 
modation was available there for the Eurasian and Native Christian 
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company of artillery and their families j bnt I pnrpose retaining the 
two mountain train howitzers here until my return from Barrato. 
The men’s families, two 3-pounder mountain train guns with their 
ammunition and equipments, together with forty-four carbiniers of the 
company, are at Dacca. These, it would be desirable, should be with 
the head-quarters of the battery as soon as possible, in order that the 
men may be trained to the use of the small arms and guns, in which 
hitherto they have had no practice, and 1 would solicit early instructions 
regarding these, as it seems to me indispensable that an officer should 
be sent to teke charge of them, to select what stores should be 
brought up, as well as thoso which should bo retained with the guns ■ 
at Dacca. 

13. I am in daily expectation of the arrival here of the Executive 
Officer of Sylhet, when I will arrange with him for the out-buildings 
and repairs reqnired at Cherra Poonjee for tho accommodation of this 
Company of Artillery, and also of elephant sheds at Pundooah. 

14. I have already reported that two mortars and twenty-five men 
under a Subaltern are at Sylhet; these shall be ordered to Cherra 
Poonjee in due course. 

15. Should it be found, as I anticipate, that two regiments will bo 
sufficient for these hills, I would suggest the head-quarters of one 
being at Cherra Poonjee, and the other at Yeddo, with detachments at 
this place, and such other posts as rojiy hereafter be determined on. 

16. I am glad to state that the health of the troops continues ex¬ 
cellent, and that the wounded officers and men are doing well. The wea¬ 
ther, up to the present, has continued most favorable for field operations. 

Diary of Captain A. I. Shuldham, Commanding detachment of the 
44/A Regiment N. /., on out-post duty at camp Le Pungap. 

26/A February 1363.—Sent guard of twenty muskets to patrol the banks 
of the Mundriaug river to the eastward. The Ilavildar reports having 
chased a few rebels and captured two kutturas and some bows and arrows. 

27th February .—Started with twenty muskets at three o’clock A. m., 
and went out several miles in the same direction as yesterday, burnt 
four temporary settlements, and on my return towards camp saw a party 
of about eighty rebels travelling along by the Nongfloot road j so made 
a long detour of about two miles in hopes of being able to cut them « 
off, but only reached the Nongfloot road in time to catch a few strag¬ 
glers, attacked them, and killed one,rebel, and wounded two other. 
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and captured their arms, three kutturas, and bows and arrows. The 
Cossyah killed was identified as one <5kroo of Jowai. The party are 
supposed to have been retreating from the direction of Satoongah. 

28th February .—This morning a party of fifteen Nongtalong people 
came into camp, five men, the remainder women and children. 

1st March .—Started with a party at 3 o’clock p. m. to the north¬ 
ward of ^Jongtalong; reached a— 

2nd March .—Eebel village soon after daybreak, but found it desert¬ 
ed ; gave the men a halt, and allowed them to cook, and then struck 
off towards Nongfloot. After marching an hour came on pother rebel 
village, but they all made off, with the exception of two women, who 
joined my party. Finding it useless to continue on without a guide 
made towards camp and en route met five or six rebels, three of whom 
wo captured. Beached Lo Pungap about midnight; all thoroughly 
knocked up j burnt four temporary settlements ; all threo rebels belong 
to Lo Pungap. 

3rd March .—Then arrived in camp; sent guard with coolies to 
Ilarrato fofrussud. 

4-th March .—Started today with a party of fifty-five muskets in a 
north-easterly direction. Left camp about midday and reached the 
Mckir countiy about 10 o’clock r. m., when I halted for the night. 

5tli March .—At daybreak pushed on for the rebel encampmont, 
which we reached In about half an hour and attacked them; killed thir¬ 
teen rebels, and wounded several more; captured one matchlock, eight 
kntturas, and a large file of bows and arrows. The latter I burnt with 
the rebel houses, having no means of carrying them away. I regret 
to say that one of my Goorkhas was .severely wounded, having the 
palms of both his hands cut open ; the rebels carried off his musket, 
hut two Goorkhas dashed into the middle of them and retook it. The 
stock of the musket is a good deal damaged and ramrod lost in the 
scuffle. Ihe fighting was all hand-rto-hand work, as the rebels were 
concealed in the densest part of the Dulloyc jungle, and, including 
women, could not have numbered less than four or five hundred. The 
rebels had their valuables with them and my men obtained a good deal 
of plunder. I also brought to camp eighteen bullocks; stopped 
near a' Mekir village to allow the men and coolies to cook, and about 
three o’clock r. m. moved towards camp; about seven o’clock r. m. halted 
and stopped .for the night, and at daybreak the following morning. 
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(oth March.) marched on and reached camp about ton o’clock A. M. 
About thirty women and children returned with ua to Lc Puugap. 
The rebels belonged to Munsow and Nongtalong. 

I received my information of their whereabouts from a Lc Pungap man, 
w hom 1 had sent out to try and bring in Le Puugap andNongtalong people. 

(Sd.) A. I. Shulbiiam, Captain, 

Le Pungap, *> Commanding Detachment, 44th lleyjmcnt 

The Oth March 1803. J Native Infantry. 

Journal. 

Saturday, 28 Ih February 1S03.—-Started for Barrato at 7 a. m. ; 
arrived at 9-30 A. m. At 10-30 A. M. started with twonty-fivo sepoys 
in a southerly direction; marched through dense jungle till 1 p. m. I 
came suddenly on a Cossyah and captured him. I asked him where ho 
had come from ; he answered, as far as I could understand (for I had 
no interpreter), that ho was one of the rebels on his way to Sln'lliong 
Montong, and that ho was keeping np the news between myself and 
Ookrnai Uulloyc. I have been trying to make Ookinai submit, which 
ho has promised to do. The prisoner slated that Ooknlai and his 
people were on their way to submit; that he was sure our tiriug had 
frightened them away. I took him prisoner to Barrato and came on 
here. The prisoner repeated what he had said to me before the inter¬ 
preter. I told him I would give him his liberty if he promised to bring 
in all the rebels here ; this he premised to do and 1 released him, 
but gave him to understand that if ho did uot return within threo days 
I would thoroughly search the country for rebels. The Putter of this 
village states that ho is sure the rebels will come in. This man has 
been out in the jungle during the last week, has brought in 100 families, 
and has had an interview with Ookmai; without tho help of this man 
the rebels would not have submitted. 

Sunday, 1st March 18G3.—The man captured yesterday returned with 
two families of rebels and went out again. 

Monday, 2nd March .—The same man again returned and brought 
in four families and went out again. 

Tuesday, 3rd March .—Started for Barrato at 7 .30 A. M., found all 
correct, returned in the evening. The rebel I had released again 
returned with threo families. He states that Ookmai will scon be in. 

Wednesday, 4th March .—Tho above mentioned Cossyah again went 
out and promised to return with Ookmaj. 
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Thursday, 5 th March. —Started for Barrato at 10 a. m., found all 
correct, returned in the evening. . 

Friday, 6th March. —Sent out guard half-way to Nurteng. Lieute¬ 
nant Stewart arrived at Barrato. 

Saturday, 7 th March. —Went to Barrato and made over command 
of that post to Lieutenant Stewart; also gave him instructions concern¬ 
ing tLo building of huts for tho force coming out. Left forty coolies 
at Barrato, and returned in the evening. 

Ookmai Dulloye and four other rebels, accompanied by the Cossyah 
who had promised to bring‘them in, came in at 8 p. m. 

Sunday, 8 th March. —Ookmai Dulloye stabs that if I allow him to 
go out he will bring in the whole of Mondorson, tho whole of Mukrow, 
and lialf of Barrato. I have accordingly released him. Ookmai re¬ 
turned in the evening with forty-two rebels. Tho Putter of this vil¬ 
lage brought in tho rebels of Barrato. 

(Sd.) E. V. Ommannry, Lieutenant, 
Commanding at Shilliong Muntong. 


From Major .1. B. Tiiklwaix, c. b., Commanding 21st Regiment Punjab Infantry, 
to Lieutenant F. Liohtfoot, Station Staff Officer, Jyntccah Field Force, Jowai, 
_(Xo- 29, dated Camp Satonga, the 6th March 1863.) 

Sir, ' 

I iiavk the honor to report, for tho information of Colonel Luns¬ 
ford, e. b., Commanding 
tho Jyntccah Field Force, 
the operations of the troops 
under my command, as per 
margin, against the rebels 
in the Satoongah and 
Nongkli districts, and 
have much pleasure in 
announcing the death of 
the celebrated rebel lea¬ 
der Soownr, Dulloye of 
Satoongah, the total des¬ 
truction of all stockades 
and stockaded villages in 
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that district, the entire dispersion of all armed rebels thero, which 
lias been followed by the most completo submission of the Satoongah, 
Nongkli, and Jumair districts ; and I beg to recommend Lieutenants 
Robertson, Eaton, Durand, Oldham, Worslcy, and Rajah Hajnn Ma- 
nick, also the Native Officers and men employed under me, to the favor¬ 
able notice of Colonel Dunsford, c. n. After the capture of the 
Surtiong stockade I received reliable information that largo armed 
bodies of men were lurking about the dense jungles and hiding in the 
innumerable caves which are to be found in that district, and I imme¬ 
diately organised a system of pursuit and divided the troops into 
several detachments for that purpose. A detachment of (30) fifty 
men of the 21st Punjab Native Infantry under Lieutenant Eaton, and 
(40) forty of the Cossyah Police under Lieutenant Worsley, with 
provisions for three days, were sent out in a south-easterly direction 
from Surt iong with orders to search for and attack all armed rebels, 
and to follow them up until they were entirely dispersed, to destroy 
all stockaded villages, capturo all cattle belonging to the rebels, and 
destroy all grain that could not bo brought in. This was most 
thoroughly and effectually done by Lieutenants Eaton and "Worsley, they 
having followed a body of rebels for nearly thirty miles, killing several, 
the rest throwing away their arms and dispersing in every direction. 
They also destroyed the stockaded villages of Sarung and Mayer, and 
burnt the temporary villages of Eumkiong, Parengung, Koomlong, 
Oomtilong, Kislinoong, Satherding, captured (132) one hundred and 
fifty-two head of cattle, and destroyed about (4,000) four thousand 
maunds of rice : carriage not being available to bring it in. According 
to instructions received from Colonel Dunsford, C. B., I sent out a 
party under Lieutenants Robertson, 21 st Punjab Infantry, and Oldham, 
of the 1st Seikh Police, to the stockaded positions of Gliurree, Sakott, 
and Kuntoowa. The enemy vacated these on the approach of the 
troops, and the stockades were thoroughly destroyed, the temporary 
villages burnt, grain to a large amount destroyed, and some (00) sixty 
head of cattle captured. I regret to state that Lieutenant Robertson 
fell into a large pit filled with chevaux de frise carefully covered over, 
which had been dug by the enemy in front of orfe of their stockades, 
and was severely wounded in the leg, one large spike piercing quite 
through the limb. 
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Lieutenant Durand, 21st Punjab Infantry, with another party, was 
out each day, destroyed the stockaded villages of Shillong, shot some 
armed rebels, captured several of their families and cattle. Having 
obtained information that rebels were lurking in the vicinity of Tur- 
siong, I detached a party of the 21 st Punjab Infantry and the Cossyah 
Police under llujah Ilajun Maniek to thoroughly beat them up; this 
was well done, and the celebrated rebel leader Soowur, Dulloyo of 
Satoongah, together with his immediate followers, was surrounded 
and shot down for refusing to surrender and firing several times 
at the men. Other small' parties were employed night and day in 
sundry directions searching for rebels who for some time persisted in 
firing nightly at our outlying pickets. They have all now given in, 
and I purpose commencing my march en route to Nongfloot to-morrow 
according to orders received. 

During the past week upwards of twenty armed rebels have been 
shot by the parties sent out by me. Some fifty of their families cap¬ 
tured, over six hundred head of their cattle driven off, and from seven 
to eight thousand maunds of their rice either destroyed or brought into 
my camp. 


Memorandum from Brigadier-General St. G. X). Showers, e. n., Commanding 
Presidency Division—(No. 7t>6, dated the 9th April 1803.) 
Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for sub¬ 
mission to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Major .T. \V. Thelwaix, c, r., Commanding the 21st Regiment Punjab Native 
Infantry, to the Station Statf Officer, Jyutceah Field Force,—(No. 37, dated tho 
22nd March 1863.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Colonel 
Dnnsford, c. b., Commanding the Jyutceah Field Force, the operations 
of the troops under my command against the rebels in the Nongfloot 
district from the 13th to the 22nd March, and have now the pleasure 
to state that no armed bodies of rebels exist in this part of the country, 
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they having been thoroughly dispersed, the greater part surrendering on 
the advance of the .troops. The valleys of the Montong and Muudriang 
have been thoroughly swept, the Dulloyc jungle most carefully search¬ 
ed, and the country and surrounding jungles traversed by the troops 
in every direction for twenty and thirty miles round. I believe 
all signs of rebellion are at an end, the rebels utterly crushed and 
disheartened and effectually subdued. I believe the severe punishment 
inflicted on them, and the very heavy losses they have sustained during 
the last three months since our troops have been actively engaged in 
the field, will lor ever prevent a repetition of disloyalty on the part 
of the inhabitants of the Jynteeah hills. 

I carefully reconnoitred the country for some miles beyond Nongfloot. 
No permanent villages exist in that direction, only temporary culti- 

itjx Skikh 1'oi.icb. V!ltion cver a PP cars to be attempted 

l European Officer. thcrc - As 1 consider troops are not 

i Native officer. now required there, I have ordered 

60 Non-Commissioned Officers ami Privates. A 

the post to be vacated, and the troops 

f’oQSVllT Pnt re if A 1 

holding tlic same will march to 

1 European Officer. . , m , T 

2 Native Officers. Jsarrato to-morrow. At rhlong I 

62 Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates. i • i 

purpose leaving troops as per margin, 
and shall return with the remainder, to Barrato in the morning. I 
intend visiting the post of Pungap and neighbouring country the day 
after. 

* 

From the 13th to the 22nd March about thirty of the enemy have 
been killed; number of temporary villages destroyed; several thousand 
maunds of grain brought into camp or destroyed ; large numbers of 
rebels' families captured, besides thousands who have come in and 
surrendered, and arc now settling down quietly at their villages: a 
large number of arms of every description have B6cn taken. I have 
now much pleasure in bringing to the favorable notice of Colonel 
Dunsford, c. B., Commanding the Jynteeah Field Force, the fallowing 
Officers who have done good service and rendered me every assis¬ 


tance :— 

Captain Shuldham, Lieutenant Ommanney, and Assistant Surgeon 
Thornton, 44th Native Infantry, Lieutenant Worslty, Rajahs Boor Sing 
and Hajun Maniek, Cossyah Police, Lieutenant Oldham, Assistant 
Surgeon Sillifant, 21st Regiment Punjab Native Infantry, 
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Memorandum from Colonel II. F. Dunsfobd, c. b., Commanding the Jyntccah Field 

Force. 

These operations Lave been conducted 'with the energy and success 
that have always marked the expeditions of Major Thelwall, c. B., and 
I beg to recommend him and the officers and troops engaged with 
him to the favorable notice of Brigadier-General Showers, c. b. 


Memorandum from Brigadier-General St. G. D. Showers, c. b., Commanding 
the Presidency Division,— (iio. 875, dated the 8th April 1803.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for sub¬ 
mission to Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Brigadier-General St. G. 1>. Showers, c. n., Commanding the Presidency 
Division, to the Adjutant-General, I lead-Quarters,—(No. 135, dated the 
18th April 1863.) 

Sir, 

In forwarding the accompanying letter from Colonel Dunsford, 
c. B., Commanding the Cossyah and Jynteeah District, reporting the 
suppression of the insurrection, I beg to recommend the services of 
that officer and of all the officers and men engaged in the operations 
teht the favorable notice of Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-Chiet 
and of Government. 

l 

2. The names of the officers have already been brought to His 
Excellency's notice; and I now beg to recommend that the mon who havo 
been engaged in the operations shall havo a gratuity between the 
difference of extra batta and full batta granted to them, during tho 
time they been employed in the hills, in addition to the two pairs of 
shoes and blanket tlf&t have been forwarded to each man. I recommend 
this both on account of the cheerful service they have performed, and 
the loss'in the unusual wear and tear of clothing and bedding in the 
hills they have suffered. 

3. For those officers who have been engaged during both years in 
the hills I would propose a donation of six months' batta, and for 
those who have been Engaged this year three months' batta. 

4. With respect to the positions proposed to be taken up in tho 
‘hills I approve generally ojf Colonel Dunsford’s arrangements. I 
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should have preferred that one regiment, the 1st Police Battalion, 
should have taken duties at Sylhet and Cacliar and the' several posts in 
the valley of the Soormah; but as Colonel Dunsford has proposed 
that the 44th Native Infantry shall take Cachar and Muni pore on account 
of Cachar and Muniporo agreeing better with the health of the men, I do 
not urge the objection. 

5. There is one point I consider it of importance to insist upon, 
that is, that both Raliong and Satoongali should be held as posts by our 
troops. These two districts were among the most obstinate in their 
opposition, and I consider it would be hazarding another insurrection 
if this part of the country, the east, immediately after the suppression 

of the disturbances, should bo again left without military control and 
supervision. 

0. Connected with the reported unliealthiness of these posts I beg 
to forward a letter I have directed to be addressed to Colonel Dunsford. 


From Colonel II. F. Dunbforb, c. b., Commanding .Tyntncali Field Force, to In kite- 
nant-Colonel S. ilic iiARDS, Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,— 
(No. 212, dated the 28th March 18(53.) 

Sir, 

For submission to the Brigadier-General Commanding th# 
Presidency Division, I have, the honor to forward a copy of a letter this 
day received from the Governor General’s Agent, North-East Frontier, 
announcing the entire suppression of the rebellion in the Cossyah and 
Jynteeah hills. 

2. In my letter No. 176, dated 1st March 18G3, I gave it as my 
opinion that two regiments would be found equal to maintain a peaeo once 
established, and the entire submission of all leaders and their followers 
added to confession of their losses, and their total inability to continue 
a contest which they entered on in ignorance of the power that could 
be brought against them, rather confirmed my opinion that such would 
suffice. As, however, it appears, from the letter annexed, that it is the 
desire of Government to keep three regiments in the hills, and to with¬ 
draw the Kamroop Regiment only, I would beg to suggest the follow- 

i 

ing disposition:— 

21«f Regiment Punjab Infantry. —Head-Quarters at Jowai, with 
detachments at Oomwae, Nurteng, and Slplliong Montong. 
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44 th Regiment Native Infantry. —llead-Quarters at Clierra Foonjee 
with detachments at Shilliong, Mahadeo, Pundooah, Cachar, Muni- 
pore and Jynteeahpore. 

1st Bengal Police Battalion. —Head-Quarters-at Sylhet, with detach¬ 
ments at Adumpore, Lungac, and Churgolah, the three last places on 
the South-East Frontier of the Sylhet District. 

3. 1 1 havo already reported that I deemed it unadvisable to keep 
up many out-posts during the rainy season, and I am glad to observe 
by the 3rd paragraph of the annexed letter, the Governor General’s 
Agent entirely concurs with me. In addition to the disadvantages and 
difficulties attending the maintenance of such posts, I would beg 
further to point out the drain upon the cooly labour and the resources 
of the country such would necessarily entail: the presence of troops 
would, I think, bo distasteful to the villagers, and where all are nOw 
quietly settling down there are no parties in force to coerce those peace¬ 
ably disposed. 

4. The Brigadier-General will, however, observe that I havo propos¬ 
ed posts on the north bank of the Montong. This I have done as 
being centrical and healthy localities for the troops and accessible in the 
height of the rains, whilst tho posts of Jynteeahpore and Oomwac I 
would propose with a view to keeping up a line of communication with 
the plains. 

5. Kaliong and Satoongali were last year found very unhealthy, and it 
would not, I consider, be advisable to risk the health of the troops by again 
placing them there; but with the head-quarters of a strong regiment 
like the 21st Punjab Infantry at this place, ready to move out in any 
direction to support the police: every purpose would, I consider, be 
answered, and tho health, discipline, and comforts of tho troops more 
fully ensured. 

(5. Acting on tho concluding paragraph of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Haughton’s letter, I am now making arrangements for the reb'ef of the 
posts of Cachar and Munipore, at present held by tho Kamroop Regi¬ 
ment. These posts have hitherto always been furnished by the 44th 
Regiment Native Infantry, and as they prove healthy to them, though 
they might not do so to Seiklis accustomed to atta, I propose sending 
detachments from this corps to relieve the Kamroop Regiment, which 
I wijl concentrate at Sylhet, ready to meet the orders of Government. 
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7. At tho termination of field operations and the restoration of 
order, which has been brought about by the unceasing activity and 
energy of the officers and men, I would venture to solicit the Brigadier- 
General to submit their good services, privations, and labours for the 
favorable consideration of Government with a view to such servicos 
being liberally recognized by a gratuity. 

8. The Brigadier-General was himself an eye-witness of the cheer¬ 
fulness and readiness with which all duties wore performed, and the 
destruction of clothes by working through tho jungles. Government 
have already sanctioned two pairs of shoes'per man; but after di duc- 
tion of three and a half Rupees a month for the one item of food alone 
the sepoy has had little to spa^c, and on making over the command 
of my own regiment (the 28th Regiment Punjab Infantry) a few days 
ago, the Native Officers assured me the men had not saved a Rupee, and 
many of them who were entitled to furlough this year would bo obliged 
to forego this, their greatest boon, from the want of money. They 
urged me to make tho appeal I now do, and, though during the whole 
time this excellent regiment was employed in the hills, no such appeal 
was made, nor was a murmur ever heard from them; they have now 
urged it so respectfully, and on what appears to me such just grounds, 
that I venture to hope for the support of tjie Brigadier-General in blung¬ 
ing their case forward. 

9. In conclusion I would beg to acknowledge tho-receipt of your 
letter No. 89, dated 12tli install!., regarding the hutting the troops and 
erecting other buildings that may be required for their health and 
amusement, which shall have my earnest and immediate attention. 


From Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Haugiiton, Officiating Commissioner and Gover¬ 
nor General’s Agent, North-East Frontier, on special duty, to Colonel 
H. F. Dunspohd, c. b.. Commanding the .Tynteoah Field Force,—(dated tho 
2Sth March 18G3.) 

Sir, 

The continuous operations of the troops under your com¬ 
mand in these hills diming the last three months have been crowned 

20 
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with success. The result has been a complete subjugation of the enemy 
and entire suppression of rebellion. At this present time no body of 
men are known to be in arms against Government, and all the leaders 
of rebellion have submitted, or made overtures of submission to 
authority. In fact, two only remain unaccounted for at present, one 
of whom has sent in his wife and children, and the other is said to be 
lying wounded beyond the British territory. 

2. This highly successful and early termination of the disturbances, 
which have continued for a year, I attribute mainly, under Providence, 
to the zeal, energy, and constant activity of the troops under your 
command. I beg to tender my most hearty thanks to yourself arid 
the officers and troops under your Command for the constant support 
which has been afforded to me in the measures directed for the suppres¬ 
sion of tho rebellion, and I trust the services thus rendered to the state 
will meet with suitable acknowledgments from Government. 

3. I have already reported to the Hon’blo the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal that in my opinion the rebellion is completely at an end, 
and that, even if it were otherwise, it would not be desirable to maintain 
any but a much diminished force in the hills during the rainy season. 
You are aware of the very great difficulty in maintaining troops in the 
hills during tho rains and the impossibility of conducting offensive 
operations during that season. I need, therefore, say no more on that 
subject. I reported to the Government my opinion that two regiments 
between Sylhet and the hills would be a sufficient, forefc to maintain. 
After my report was penned I received a despatch from tho Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, in winch it was intimated to be strongly 
the opinion of the llon’ble the 'Lieutenant-Governor that threo 
regiments should bo maintained in the hills till the close of the year 
18G3. But it was at the same time intimated that from the above force 
detachments should also be furnished for Cachar and Sylhet; and His 
Honor was also of opinion that not less than six regiments would suffice 
for the permanent defence of the Eastern Frontier, including both 
Chittagong and Assam. In this latter opinion I most fully coincide, 
and with reference,, to the former observe that one regiment in the 
present weak state of the force will no more than suffice to furnish the 
detachments required in the plains. 
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4. In tlic present state of affairs there appears to be no special 
reasons for keeping up many out-posts in the hills. There are, 
however, many strong reasons for not doing so. No body of rebels 
remains to coerce the well-disposed, and the only thing that it appears 
necessary to guard against is the effects of enmity engendered amongst 
the people including those in rebellion lately during tho disturbances. 
I do not think that military force at the out-posts will tend i»uch to 
this end, but that the work may be more effectually done J)y Native 
Police. On the other hand the maintenace of many out-posts is of 
necessity attended with much inconvenience to the people, who are 
everywhere most anxious to settle down, to re-build their houses, to 
cultivate their fields neglected ’for at least one year, and, in fact, to 
attend to their ordinary avocations. 

5. I would suggest that posts be maintained at Jowai and Nurteng 
of sufficient strength to aid the civil authority if desired, and any 
others you may, for military purposes, tly'nk it desirable to maintain 
in connection therewith, either for the purpose of keeping up communi¬ 
cations, or otherwise to meet the event of any renewal of disturbances 
unexpectedly. It will perhaps be desirable that the head-quarters of 
a regiment should be detained in tho Jyntccah Hills with a view to the 
keeping up a proper discipline in the* force retained. Tho head¬ 
quarters of another corps might, I think, continue at Cherra, and that 
of a third may, for the same reasons, be advantageously located at 
Sylhet. 

G. In conclusion, I bog to say that tho Government is anxious to 
dispense with the services of the Kamroop Regiment, and that it'ts 
therefore desirable to relieve the detachments of that corps af$ ctrfy 
as practicable. 


From LimiTENANT-Ooi.oNEr, S. IJichabijs, Assistant Adjutant-General, to Colonel 
II. F. Dunsford, c. b.. Commanding Jynteeah Field Force,—(No. 108, dated the 
8th April 1863.) 

Silt, 

With reference to the latter part of paragraph 1 of this office 
letter, date 12th March, I am directed by the Brigadier-General 
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Commanding to request you will be so good as to submit a detail of the 
positions you propose to be taken up during the ensuing rainy season 
in the Jynteeah Hills. 

2. The Brigadier-General approves of those you'have already taken 
up at Nurteng, Jowai, and Ooinwae, and the line of communication you 
intend to establish between Jynteeahpore and Oomwae; but at the same 
time th’e Brigadier-General is of opinion that at the east and north 
of the district where the rebellion was found to bo most obstinate 
there should be posts. > 

3. It will only be risking, he observes, a repetition of the insurrection 
if the people in those parts of the .district are left without military 
supervision: ho does not consider it necessary that the Nongfloot 
district should bo occupied. The villages in that part of tho country 
are only temporarily erected by the inhabitants of the south, who resort 
to Nongfloot at certain seasons of the year for the purpose of carrying 
on their cotton cultivation and feeding their cattle. It is only the 
“ Meckirs” who have settled habitations there, and they are known to 
be peaceable, and have not, as well as tho Brigadier-General under¬ 
stands, joined in the j-ebellion. 

4. With regard to the uahealthincss of Raliong and Satoongah, 
referred to by you, which had formerly been fixed upon to command the 
eastern portion of the district, the Brigadier-General Commanding 
desires mo to observe that the latter station was reported to him to 
to be unhealthy, but on visiting that post and inspecting the barrack 
huts he found the men lying on the ground on straw saturated with 
moisture. Tho camp was on an inclined plane, and no nttempt had been 
made to train into drains the water that flowed from the upper level. 
Tho Brigadier-General is confident, if the instructions contained in 
letter No. 18BA., dated 2Gt.h May 1802, be acted upon, that there will 
not be greater sickness at Satoongah than at any station in the plains. 
Sickness might be still further avoided by directing the common filters 
made of earthen pots placed in a frame one above another, and filled 
with sand and charcoal to be fitted up at the different out-posts for the 
purpose of purifying tho drinking water for the men. These will be 
more particularly of advantage at the beginning of tho rains when a 
large amount of decomposed vegetable matter becomes mixed with the 
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water and renders the men more liable to dysentery and diseases of 
the stomach. 

5. At Raliong, the other station referred to by yon, there was little 
sickness up to the time the Hi igadier-General left the hills; and with 
proper precautions and convenient barracks and drill sheds the Briga¬ 
dier-General is of opinion that tho^ost will be found healthy. 


Memorandum from I?RiG.\mnn-GENKiur, St. G. D. Showers, c is.. Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(No. 640, dated the 12th March 1863.) 
Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Captain E K. (). Gilbert, Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division, 
to Colonel 11. F. Dunsfoiid, c. b., Commanding .Jynteah Field Force,—(No. 88, 
dated the Pith March 1863.) 

Sir, 

As the season is advancing when the occasional storms that 
take place in the district may be expected, the Brigadier-General 
Commanding the Division is anxious that the distribution of the 
troops for the rains should be fixed, in order that arrangements may 
be made for securely hutting the troups and erecting other buildings 
that may be required for their health and amusements. As soon, 
therefore, as the state of the district will enable you to decide on the 
positions .where the troops should be distributed Brigadier-General 
Showers will be glad to have a report on the subject. 

i. With regard to the barracks for the men the Brigadier-General 
is of opinion that all detachments of eighty men and under should 
have one general barrack room with bamboo platforms for bedsteads; 
the floor to be raised above the level of the ground around, as well as 
may be done, with strong matting for walls, which may be removed 
and fixed at pleasure. These moveable mat frames are particularly 
necessary for the rainy season when the rain sometimes continues for 
days together, and it will > usd convenient to remove them from 
the lee side of the barrack double purpose of letting in light 

and ventilation. At the same time they should lie so formed as to fix 
firmly, so that it may screen the barrack room from the rain and wind 
on the windward side. 
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3. A secure hospital shed will be required with similar mattings: 
at one end should be the native doctor’s room and medicine 
dispensary. 

4. A second shed similar to the barrack should be erected for 
drilling when the weather is inclement, and as anukhara and plfiv-room 
when not required for drill. One pmtion of it should he apportioned 
for an ukhara. 

5. The Brigadier-General Commanding considers it further neccs- 
sary to remark on the position to be taken up for the locality of 
detachments. It should be selected more as a military position, 
where the men and camp followers will be secure from the arrows of 
the rebels, and from surprises by which the rebels might reach the 
huts and storehouses and set fire to them. If, as it may occasionally 
happen, no position can be found which is not commanded by one or 
more heights, picquets should be posted on them at night fall and such 
shelter afforded to the men as the locality will admit. 

9. The smaller detachments, which, it is expected, will never be 
more than a few hour’s march from the head-quarters of regiments of 
principal posts, should be relieved weekly, and once a month a general 
relief of posts should be effected. Arrangements should be made for 
the sick to be sent in to the head-quarters posts, and when a Targe 
portion of sick is observed in any one detachment it should be 
relieved altogether. 

7. It will be found that sickness will often arise from want of 
exercise, and officers and non-commissioned officers in command of 
posts should be directed to practice their men for half an h6ur 
morning and evening, at the balance and extension motions, the 
superintendent taking care that the men bring their muscles well into 
action. It will be found a most wholesome exercise. At the same 
time the men should be marched out, when weather permits, daily for 
the purpose of exercise. 

8. With the other stores a large quantity of wood for firewood 
should be collected and piled up in the manner in use with the hill 
people. 

9. There should be one general storehouse for the force in the 
Jynteeah Hills at Jowai, or any other place which may be found most 
convenient. Dependent upon this there should be smaller storehouses. 
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which should have not less than a month’s supply of rice, and sucli other 
articles of rations as will not spoil by the keeping collected for the 
different posts that may be subordinate to them. The supplies for these 
posts should be drawn as they may be wanted. It is understood thut 
storms continue sometimes for ten and twelve days without intermission, 
and supplies for this number of days should be kept in store at the 
smaller posts during the inclement period of the season, advantage 
being taken of every break in the weather to get in fresh supplies. 

10. After past experience there will not, I conelude, fie any diffi¬ 
culty in storing supplies at Jowai or any otlffer place that may be selected 
for the general magazine of the district. It should commence with 
storing in at the beginning of the rains two months’ supply for the whole 
force, and it should be renewed during the occasional breaks in the 
weatliet that take place. 

11. During the time that heavy rain falls it will not be advisable 
to send atta to the out-posts, as it will not keep, and very probably be 
injured by the damp in transit, but immediately the weather clears a 
general supply to all the detachments should be at once sent. A good 
supply of ghee and dal and rice with salt should be laid up at every 
post, which will serve as a substitute for atta for the time; with a liberal 
supply of salt the rice will be found mqye nutritious. 

12. I conclude that if the district is not settled throughout the 
rains the police will be on the alert, and detachments of troops will 
be required to support them. 

13. It is useless for me to point out the necessity of preserving 
your lines of communication with your out-posts, and particularly 
with your base of operations. Whenever you find them threatened 
you should make any exertion, even in the most inclement season, to 
arrest parties of rebels who may attempt to attack them. 


From the IIon’hlis A. Eden, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Major 
J. C. Hauohton, Speeial Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jyntceall Hills,— 
(No. 2248, dated the 26th March 1863.) 

SiH, 

I AM directed to transmit, for your information, a copy of a 
letter of instructions No. 88, dated the 12th instant, addressed by. 
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Brigadier-General Showers, c. b., Commanding the Presidency Di¬ 
vision, to Colonel Dunsford, Commanding the Jyntceah Field Force, 
regarding the arrangements that should be made for erecting barracks, 
&c., for the troops during the approaching rains, and to request that, 
you will alford Colonel Dunsfoi d every assistance in carrying them out. 

2. The Lieuteuant-Govemor presumes that the men of the different 
regiments will be employed in erecting their own barracks, collecting 
and storing firewood, &c. 


No. 2249. 

Copy forwarded to Brigadier-General Showers for information. 


From Lieute\\nt-Coi.onei. J. C. IIaughton, Officiating Commissioner and Gover¬ 
nor General’s Agent, North-Fast Frontier, on special duty, to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal,—(No. I7C., dated the 23rd March 1863.) 

Sik, 

Towards the latter end of last month 1 was enabled, in report¬ 
ing the steps which had been taken for reducing the people of Jyntceah 
in rebellion to submission, to state that a considerable number had 
already tendered allegiance and bad returned to their homes. I also 
expressed an opinion that there wav a general tendency on the part of 
the people to submit, and I looked for an early termination of the 
rebellion. 

2. I am. happy in being able to report that these anticipations have 
baen realized. In the south-east of Jynteah some of the rebels who 
had been little, if ever, in contact with our troops, relying on the 
extreme natural strength of their position and the general difficulty of 
the country, made a stand at Surtiung, a village stockaded, but not 
attacked last year. The place was invested and attacked. The gal¬ 
lantry of the troops, under the judicious arrangements of Colonel 
Dnnsford, c. b., secured the place in the course of a few hours from 
its investment without loss on our side, and with a loss severe on the 
part of the rebels, but the extent of which has not been ascertained 
as yet. I would here remark on this point that, in scvci’al of our 
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attacks, the dead or wounded, left by the enemy, have given scarce any 
evidence of loss on their part; whereas from reports of the rebels 
themselves, it has subsequently been proved that their loss was severe. 
At Surtiung no more than eight or ten of the attacking party were 
slightly wounded. This success was followed up by a thorough exami¬ 
nation of the country and some trivial encounters with the rebels, 
during which eight places stockaded last year, some of which had been 
strengthened this year, were visited and the works destroyed, much 
cattle and grain was captured, with other property, and returned by the 
captors wherever the owners tendered submission. 

3. It appearing that active opposition in the south-east had ceased, 
Colonel Dunsford agreed with me that it was desirable to operate on 
the northern frontier of Jyntcah, in which direction the fighting men 
of the reoels were reported to have fled. In the early part of tire 
current month the 21st Regiment, under Major Thelwall, c. b., was 
accordingly sent towards the frontier with such detachments from 
other corps as were available. The troops under the orders of the 
above-named officer have thoroughly swept the jungles forming the 
northern border of the district. The result of these operations has 
been a general submission and return to their villages of those in 
rebellion. 

4. It has been a fortunate circumstance that many of the leaders 
of the rebellion have met speedily tlie fate they deserved. Oo Kiang 
Nongbah, the chief leader and main-spring of the whole business, was 
surprized and apprehended by Lieutenant Sadlier, of 28th Native 
Infantry, aided by Lieutenant Walcott, Assistant Commissioner, and 
having been tried by the Special Commissioner, was hanged on convic¬ 
tion of rebellion. Oo Sawar, the Dulloye of Satoonga, was shot in an 
encounter with the troops while attempting to rally the rebel forces 
after their defeat at Surtiung. Oo Mon-sa, alias Oo Mon, the Dulloye 
of Rombai, was killed by his own people at or near Surtiung. Oo Long 
of Padoo, Pompadong and Jowai, died of sickness. Oo Chye Rung bah, 
the reputed military co-adjutor of Oo Kiang ijongbah, and one of the 
most mischievous rebels was recently killed in an encounter with the 
inhabitants of Nongbah, whose cattle he had carried off. The cattle 
were recovered subsequently by the troops. Oo Bang, the rebel 
Dulloye of Ralliong, surrendered himself to,me on the sole conditions 

21 
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that his life and money be spared, and of a fair trial. He is on bail 
irith the avowed intention of bringing in those hereafter named. 
Bukhere Pathor, another leading rebel of Ralliong, surrendered on the 
same conditions. Oo Reang, Dulloye of the Satb Poonjee, surrender¬ 
ed and brought in the whole of the people of that district. He was 
received by the officer commanding the post at Nongburrai under 
circujnstances which would render it unfair to try him thereafter if it 
were not otherwise inexpedient to do so; he is very old, and has resign¬ 
ed all pretension to public office for the future. The only heads of 
rebellion who have been proscribed, now remaining unaccounted for, 
are Mullon, Dulloye of Monsow, Okiong, Pathor of Jowai, and Oo Re¬ 
ang, Sooraee of Jallong. The whole three arc deserted by their fol¬ 
lowers. The people of Jdwai, Monsow, and Jallong have returned to 
their homes, and two of the rebel chiefs, who have surrendered, have 
undertaken to induce these people to surrender, or to bring them in 
captive. I have omitted to mention Oo Katt, the rebel Dulloye of 
Shamphong. This person has not submitted, but has tendered to 
submit. He is of no consequence. The son of the late Dulloye of 
Shamphong has also submitted, on the sole condition that his life be 
spared. He is reported to have caused the murder of two pedlars at 
Terria Ghat, having deliberately beheaded them after the attack on 
that place in November last, although they offered no resistance to the 
plunder of their property. T|iere are, therefore, at this moment only 
three known loaders, and one not very influential, chief of the rebels, 
at large. I feel great confidence in being able to secure them through 
the aid of the people or of the police if they should not voluntarily 
submit. I believe that there is no single community which has not 
l ' submitted, and no b »dy of armed men now in opposition to Govern¬ 
ment ; but it must be some time before the whole of the people of the 
country can return to their ordinary abodes and to their usual avoca¬ 
tions. Some villages were burnt down in the early stages of the 
rebellion by our troops, and the more vicious of the rebels burned 
down the houses of the inhabitants of those villages which were either 
friendly to us or ncuftal, with a view to compel them to join them. 
Many have fled to‘a distance from the country, and I believe there is 
scarce a village community, the members of which have not suffered 
severely by loss of property and death from disease, insenarable from 
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the hardships to which they have been exposed while in the jungle, 
The women and children have suffered especially. Multitudes of those 
who have submitted to me personally were in a pitiable condition. I 
do not think that the country can regain its former prosperity for 
years to come, but trust that the evil which has occurred will even¬ 
tually be over-ruled to the benefit of the country and its inhabitants. 
1 have no doubt, and believe that in this opinion I am borne out by 
all officers in the hills, .that the people have been very severely^punish¬ 
ed, and that all inclination to rebel is at an end. 

5. In this view of the state of the country, it appears to me desir¬ 
able, for several reasons, that the force on the hills should be 
reduced at the earliest practicable period to as low a numerical 
strength as may be consistent with prudence. I look to the mainte¬ 
nance of a number of outposts in the hills during the rainy season as 
a very injudicious measure. The troops were last year extremely 
harassed, and though a considerable force was maintained, the Deputy 
Commissioner expressed his doubts at the close of the rains whether 
without reinforcements the troops would be able to hold their own. 
As far as I have been able to judge from the information which has 
reached me, this sacrifice was entirely vain and tended rather to bring 
our troops into contempt than to uphold tl/fe authority of Government* 
The troops had enough to do in keeping up communication with Cherra, 
and in providing convoy for their o^n provisions, and were unable 
to act on the offensive. A very little knowledge of the people and 
their circumstances should have enabled us to make all really well dis¬ 
posed to Government to unite for their own defence. I do not, there¬ 
fore, think it necessary for the interest of Government in these hills 
to maintain any considerable force in Jynteah during the rainy season. 
Even w’erc the rebellion to continue, 1 should strongly recommend the 
abandonment of the outposts so largely kept up hitherto and the 
removal of as many troops as could be spared from the hills during the 
rains. 

6. The maintenance of troops, not being natives of these hills, 
entails at all times a great cost on the state in addition to the burden 
it imposes upon the people. The cost of each sepoy to Government 
for coolie hire on account of his provisions and baggage, if at all times 
prepared for marching, I believe to be pot less than Rupees 5 per 
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mensem in addition to hta pay, the cost of a Cossyali policeman 
being at the same time about l Rupee additional under similar 
circumstances. 

7. I have consulted Colonel Duhsford on the subject, and he 
agrees with me that the services of two entire regiments will be 
quite sufficient for the sendees of these hills, Sylhet and Cachar, dur¬ 
ing the rainy season, and that, even if rebellion should linger on, for 
which supposition there is no present ground, it will be preferable to 
let the troops, not required at present, return to India in lieu of retain¬ 
ing them in the hills during the rains. 

8. I beg, therefore, to state that the services of the Kamroop 
Regiment may be at once dispensed with, and that the 1st Bengal- 
Police may be also allowed to depart so soon as arrangements can be 
made for its removal. 

9. It is far from improbable that individuals will continue at large 
who may for a time disturb the public peace, and it lias become very 
apparent that many feuds, not likely to terminate quickly, have been 
generated during the disturbances between village and village, for the 
suppression of which special and temporary arrangements will be 
necessary. If it were possible to retain the whole of the present 
force in the hills of Jyntlah, that force (the police is referred to) 
would be nearly sufficient ; but a portion is required for duty at the 
station of Cherra, and I have seme reason to know that the inhabitants 
of the Cossyah Hills would not agree to serve continuously in the 
Jynteeah Hills. I have, therefore, as a temporary measure, undertaken 
the organization of a small force not to exceed 200, in addition to the 
present regular, but including the present additional, force, and in 
substitution for the contingents furnished by the Native Rajahs. I 
believe that this small force will be more effective than an entire 
Seikh regiment during the rains. It will cost less than the mere 
coolie hire for such a corps if kept in the hills. 

10. I propose that the entire police should be placed under the 
immediate disciplinary control of a District Superintendent subordinate 
to the District Superintendent at Cherra. I would respectfully beg to 
recommend that, with reference to this and to the eminent service 
rendered by the District Superintendent, Lieutenant Worsley, the 
latter be advanced a grade in the police. I have applied to Colonel 
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Dunsford for the services of Lieutenant Sadlier, 28th Native Infantry, an 
officer whom I believe to be well qualified to raise the additional police, 
and who has had considerable experience in these hills. I may men* 
tion that the capture of 0t> Kiang Nongbah resulted from the inform¬ 
ation he obtained, and his enterprise in making use of it. The cost 
of this additional police will be estimated for in the supplementary 
budget of these hills for 186J-64, so soon as it is possible for me to 
prepare it. 

11. I cannot permit myself to close this report without stating 
that, in my opinion, the early termination of the rebellion is mainly 
due to the unceasing activity of the officers of Government employed in 
these hills. The 44th bore the heat and burden of the day during the 
early portion of the campaign, and its full share with the remainder of 
the troops at a later period. Its chief, Colonel Richardson, is still, I 
regret to say, hors de combat from wounds received while gallantly 
leading his men to the capture of the stockade at Nongburray. Lieute¬ 
nants Shuklham and Ommanpey have greatly contributed to the sup¬ 
pression of the rebellion by their activity while on outpost duty to the 
north. The success of Captain Robinson and Lieutenant Marshall, 
of the '28th, in keeping the portion of the country entrusted to their care 
clear of rebels, and in conciliating the natives, has been a source of 
great gratification to me, and I consider that they have rendered very 
important service. Lieutenant Sadlieris services have already received 
the special thanks of Government. The services of the 21st Native 
Infantry, under the command of Major Thelwall, c. b., tlipugh not 
extending over so long a period, have been invaluable and very brilliant. 
The regiment has had many of its men wounded with more or less se¬ 
verity, and has still two officers. Lieutenants Collett and Robertson, 
suffering from very severe wounds. All have aided much in the sup¬ 
pression of the rebellion, but I would mention spfpally the names of 
Major Thelwall, c. b., Lieutenant Collett, and Lieutenant Stewart for 
the excellent service rendered by them, not only in the field, but in 
conciliating the rebels whom they had conquered. The officers of the 
1st Bengal Police Battalion and Kamroop Regiment have not been so 
prominently employed, but both officers and men, when opportunity 
offered, have done good service. I am much indebted to Lieutenant 
Hedayut Ali for very important aid rendered to me in negotiation 



( J66 ) 

with the native chiefs and intercourse with rebel chiefs desirous of 
submitting. 

12. In conclusion my very best acknowledgment of the hearty 
assistance and co-operation of-Colonel Dunsfdrd, c. b., in the suppression 
of this rebellion are but a feeble exposition of what I feel duo to him. 
The zeal, activity, and unwearying exertion of Captain Morton, Deputy 
Commissioner, Lieutenants Andrew and Walcott, Assistant Commis¬ 
sioners, are deserving of the highest praise. The two former officers, 
.though in a civil capacity, haye been constantly in the field for a year, 
and the latter officer owes his present office to the opinion formed of 
him while in military service under Major-General Showers last year. 

P. S .—Since penning the foregoing letter yours No. 1868 of 6th 
instant has reached ms. With respect to the sentiments of His Honor 
expressed as in paragraphs 8 and +, I beg to state that I am still of opi¬ 
nion that the 1st Police Battalion may be dispensed with, not only with¬ 
out inconvenience, but with decided relief to the country, which can ill 
afford the existing demands upon it for coolie labor. It must be 
remembered that, if the reductions suggested are made, there will still 
remain a much larger force than was at any time in the hills up to 
the middle of December. 


From the Hon’ble A. Eden, Secrotary“to tho. Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,—(No. 2431, 
date^ the 6th April 1863.) 

Sib, 

I am directed to forward, for the information of the Ilon'ble 
the President in Council, copy of a telegram from the Officiating 
Commissioner of Dacca, communicating a message from Major 
Haughton, intimatmg that the rebellion in the Cossyah and Jynteeah 
Hills is at an end, and that the Kamroop Regiment and the 1st Bengal 
Police Battalion arc no longer wanted. 

2. The Kamroop Regiment will be immediately withdrawn for the 
purpose of being disbanded and incorporated in the new police. But 
the Lieutenant-Governor proposes to retain the 1st Police Battalion in 
the hills for the present, that is, until such time as tranquillity is 
permanently restored in the hil^s. 



( 167 ) 


From J. W. S. Wylme, Esq., Under-Socretary to the Government of India, 
Homo Department, to the IIon’ble A. Eden, Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal,—(No. 2396, dated the 10th April 1863.) 

Sib, 

Your letter No. 2481, dated the 6th instant, having, with 
its enclosure, been laid before the Hon’ble the President in Council, 
I am directed to intimate that this Government has rcoeived with 
satisfaction the announcement conveyed in Major Haughton's telegram 
that the rebellion iu the Cossyah and Jynjeah Hills is at an end, and to 
observe that the Lieutenant-Governor has probably received fuller 
accounts of the state of affairs in the country recently in insurrection,* 
which has satisfied His Honor of the expediency of withdrawing the 
Kamroop Regiment. 

2. With reference to the experience of last year the Government of 
India fully admit the advisability of retaining the 1 st Police Battalion 
in the hills until tranquillity is permanently restored, and they trust 
that no relaxation will be permitted in the measures of military occu¬ 
pation which were proposed by General Showers in communication 
with the Bengal Government and heartily concurred in by the Govern¬ 
ment of India. The ITon’ble the President in Council further hopes 
that the opening of roads will be carried on with vigor now that there 
are such special opportunities for the work offered by the presence of 
military parties whose protection is on no account more desirable than 
as calculated to prevent the possibility of any isolated acts of hostility 
from the scattered remnants of the insurgents which might endanger 
the newly restored peace of the country. 


From Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Haughton, Officiating Commissioner and 
Governor General’s Agent, on special duty, to tho Secretary to tho Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal,—(No. ISC., dated the 24th March 18®3.) 

Sib, 

With reference to the opinion expressed in my lettcr.No. 17C. 
of yesterday, and the postscript thereto, as to the number of troops it 
is desirable to maintain in these hills, I beg to jay that, in stating my 
belief that a much diminished force in the hills would be sufficient, I 
in no way intend to be understood as dissenting from the opinion ^f 
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the Hon'blc the Lieutenant-Governor that three regiments for Assam 
and three for the rest of the eastern frontier, including these hills, 
Sylhet, Cachar, Ummerpore, and Chittagong, “is not more than 
sufficient for the permanent defence and c tranquillity of the eastern 
frontier.” Indeed I would be disposed to augment rather than dimi¬ 
nish these numbers. It is obvious, however, that as the food of the 
troops has to be chiefly imported into these hills from the plains, and 
as the means of transport are scarce and expensive, no larger force should 
•be kept actually in the hills than prudence requires. If a force could 
be stationed at the immediate foot of the hills, either at Jynteahpore or 
"Pandua, it would cost much less, and be almost equally available for 
service as if it were stationed at Cherra or Jowai. But unfortunately 
this is not the case. The stations at the foot of the hills are unhealthy 
even in the cold weather and deadly during the rains. I would beg 
to recommend that such forces as may be retained and are not abso¬ 
lutely needed in the hills be stationed at Sylhet, where they will be 
no burden upon the people, and where provisipns are cheap, and where, 
I believe, accommodation is already provided for them. 

2. In my letter already referred to reference was had only to the 
force necessary to be maintained in the hills. Your letter, No. 1868, 
has enlarged the question. I would beg to suggest that a portion of 
artillery equipped in the most suitable manner for hill and jungle 
warfare should form a portion of the-force to be permanently stationed 
on the eastern frontier, the' number of guns, the nature of their 
equipment, and the places at which they should be stationed* being 
made a subject of arrangement with the military authorities. 

8. I would also beg to urge most strongly the necessity which 
exists for the appointment of an officer to supervise the whole force. 
While Assam was occupied by local regiments these were controlled 
by the Commissioner. Since the local regiments have been embodied 
in the line these corps have not, in my opinion, been subject to any 
sufficient supervision: they have continued in the country, but without 
the control of the local authorities for which that of the officer 
commanding at the Presidency can be but a very poor substitute, 
and I fear that much deterioration in discipline has been the 
consequence. 
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Memorandum from Coi.onei. J. C. Hauoiiton, Oll'u ialing Commissioner of Assam, 
on special duty,—(No, 6C., dated the 4th April 18(53.) 

Tub following extract is herewith forwarded to the Secretary, 
Government of Bengal, for the jn formation of His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal.’ 


Extract from a letter from OArtATN Mokton, Deputy Commissioner, Cossyah 
and Jynteeah Hills, to Colonel IIauohton, Special Commissimior, Chvrra 
Poonjee,—(No. 31, dated Camp Jowai, the 1st* April ISti'i.) 

I have the honor, in continuation of my letter of the 23rd 

February, to report as follows. 

2. Subsequent to the fall of the Surtiung stockade. Colonel Luns¬ 
ford, o. b., Commanding the Field Force, remained with the artillery 
and main body of troops in the districts of Nongklei and Satoongali 
until satisfied that all active opposition in that quarter had ceased, fie 
then returned to Jdwai, leaving Major Tlielwall, c. b., with the 21st 
Native infantry and the police under Lieutenant Worsley, District 
Superintendent.,, to disperse and capture all men still in arms. This task 
was performed most effectually. A body of police and Seiklis encoun¬ 
tered Sawan, Dulloye of Satoongali, and aa armed party of rebels, most 
of whom, including the Dulloye, they destroyed. 

3. Previous to the death of Sawan 1 had succeeded in inducing two 
men of the small village of Nichilla, in the Satoongali district, to give 
their services in opening up a communication with the leading men of 
Sattoonga. Fearing that the activity of the troops, which had already 
resulted in the well merited death of the leading man of the district, 
might prevent those desirous of submitting to me from doing so, 
1 requested Major Thelwall, c. B., to suspend operations for two days. 

4. During this interval some of the -leading men, including one. 
Langti Sangot, were brought in by the men of Niehilla already referred to. 

Langti appeared to possess great influence, and feeling confident that 
with his aid I could quiet the district, I informed Major Thelwall that 
I considered active operations no longer called for. Shortly after this 
the head-quarters of the 21st Native Infantry were withdrawn from 
Sattoonga. I take this opportunity of recording my obligations to Major 
Thelwall for the ready manner in which he met my wishes. 
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5. Directing Langti Sangot to call in the remainder of the district 
and open communication with the leading men of Nongklei, I proceeded 
on the 5th of last month to Jo^ai to organize carriage for the body of 
troops under orders for the Nongfloot district. 

6. I retumed'to Sattoonga on the 11th idem and found that Langti 
Sangot had made good progress towards quieting that district. Shortly 
after my return the headmen of Nongklei, including Oossing, who, 
though not form all} - appointed, had all along officiated as Dulloye, were 
brought in by Langti Sangot and made their submission. 

7. During my stay af Sattoonga I visited the village of Kunsha* 
noong in the Ralliang district. I sent a message to Oobang, Dulloye 
of Ralliong, to submit, forwarding to him a written certificate guaran¬ 
teeing his life on submission. This man, a noted leader, subsequently 
submitted to you. At a durbar held at Nichilla in my presence Langti 
Sangot was unanimously elected Dulloye of Sattoonga. 

8. Directing Oossing of Nongklei, and Langti of Sattoonga, to 
use their best endeavor towards bringing in those still out in the 
jungles of their respective districts, I proceeded on the 19th ultimo to 
Battoo, the principal village of the Itombai district. I fo^nd that Captain 
Buist, commanding at Battoo, had arranged for a meeting on the banks 
of the Syehumpa river with, the leading men of the five villages of 
Itombai which had hitherto remained in opposition. 

On the 20th March the men referred to submitted. 

9. On the 21st March I reached Jy-teeahpore, and on the following 
day next the leading men of Rombai, with whose concurrence I appoint¬ 
ed Oochye Pathor, Dulloye of that district in the room of Oomunsa 
killed whilst in rebellion against Government. 

10. Leaving Jynteeahpore I proceeded via Mullagool and Norpo 
Ghat to Sitting Bazar on the banks of the Lookah river, reaching my 
destination on the 26th ultimo. Tho district of Norpo, in which 
Sitting Bazar is situated, is densely wooded and thinly populated. 
Three of its seven villages have been included in Cachar. At Sitting 
Bazar I was met by twenty-six men, representatives of the remaining 
four villages. I learnt on enquiry that Purbut, the former Dulloye, 
had lost all influence and had gone off to the Meekir country, his place 
being taken by Ooksan. The men of Norpo had never, to my know- 

• ledge, been in active opposition, and, with the concurrence of those of 
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the district who were present, I appointed Ooksan acting Dulloye, 
explaining that, when the men of the entire district returned from their 
hiding places to their villages I should confirm Ooksan in Ciis appoint¬ 
ment, should no objection be offered. 

11. On the 27th March I proceeded to Surtiung, aild had the satis¬ 
faction of finding that sixty-nine of the seventy-five houses of the 
Nongklei district had come in. The people were rapidly. hutting 
themselves. 

On the following day I summoifed the leading men, and with their 
unanimous consent appointed Oossing Dulloye of Nongklei. 

12. # Returning to Sattoonga on the 29th March I found that Langti 
Dulloye had not been idle. ITe handed over to me the revenue for one 
year of 300 out of the 494 houses composing his district. I returned 
to Jowai oh the 30th March. 

13. I have th,e honor to intimate to you my conviction that the 
tedious rebellion is at length over. 

In the four districts of Sattoonga, Nongklei, Rombai, and Norpo, 
which I have lately traversed, I not only met with no opposition, but 
was everywhere assured by the people that they heartily regretted their 
folly', and would never again rebel against the “ Great Queen,” as they 
are pleased to call our Government. 

On my way to Jowai I met people of several villages on their road to 
bazars, or engaged in their fields. , 

14. I should not be doing my duty were I to withhold my' testimony 
to the devotion with which, to my personal knowledge, one and all the 
military officers employed in these hills have given effect to the excel¬ 
lent arrangements devised by Colonel Dunsford, c. B., Commanding the 
Field Force, for crushing the Jynteah rebellion. 


From Couwfj. J. C. Haughton, Officiating Agent, Governor General, North-East 
Frontier, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 190., Sated the 
7th April 1863.) 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
No. 2125 of 23rd ultimo, calling upon me to submit, for the information. 
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of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor, a report on the progress made 
towards the pacification of Jynteah, with details which you specify. 

2. M)%eport, No. 17C. of 23rd March 1863, has anticipated the 
necessity for the report called for in a great measure, but I may give some 
details not therein furnished, which will supply its deficiencies. 

3. I believe that the villages which are the licad-quarters of the 
Dulloycs of Nurtiung, Nongba, Oomwae, and Nongtalong are the only 
ones which can be said not to have participated in the rebellion, and 
which have consequently remained- unscathed. Most of the villages 
of Nongiloot, Munsow, llalliong, Shamphoong, Jowai, Sattoonga, and 
Sath Poonjee were burnt either in the early part of the rebellion by our 
troops, or by the rebels themselves, to compel the people to turn out 
and side with them. 

4. I am not aware of any single village or hamlet now remaining 
in rebellion, but no doubt individuals may remain.in the jungles. It 
will not be practicable for a considerable time to ascertain who are so 
'concealed and who are not, as the people of one village have, in many 
instances, mixed and come and re-settled with another, but I repeat my 
belief that no single community holds out. 

5. Those villages which suffered least have, of course, made the 
greatest progress towards re-building their houses. The people of Panoh 
Poonjee are in about the same state as before the rebellion. In the 
villages destroyed, the imminenec’of the rainy season which has only now 
commenced, but which in due course should have commenced in the 
latter part of February, has compelled all who submitted to erect tempo¬ 
rary huts, prior to building more permanent ones. 

6. The people perhaps would have made more progress towards re¬ 
establishing themselves permanent!}', but tor the fact that I made it an 
essential condition of pardon with them that they should abandon their 
jungle abodes and re-occupy their old sites with their families, bringing 
in their grain and cattle. This they have done, and everywhere, with¬ 
out exception, 1 believe the people are settling down in their old places 
of abode. 

7. I have the honor to submit, herewith, a journal of events and 
observations from 21st March to 4th instant, which will further eluci¬ 
date the state of the country. 



( 173 ) 


8. I know of no one by name but Mullon, Dulloye of Munsow, and 
Ooreang Sooree, of .Towai, who have not submitted. The former is said 
to have been wounded, when surprized by the police coming in to sub¬ 
mit, near Syteharte, and t<* have fled into the independent Meekir 
country, but the information regarding him is vague. IIis village has 
submitted. 

Travelling Diary of the Commissioner and Governor General’s Agent, 
North-East Frontier, on special duty in the Cossyah and Jynfeeah 
Hills, from Saturday, 21s/ March, Id Saturday, 1/A April 1803, 
inclusive. 

Saturday, 21st March.— I left Ralliong this morning having 
arrived at the village on the 17th. This place was the head-quarters 
of a district under Oollang Dulloye; it was attacked and burnt in the 
commencement of the rebellion, and on arrival 1 found it without a 
living creature in it. The village was built on a horse-shoe-shaped hill 
including a valley. It was overgrown with grass and jungle. A few 
charred posts and the skeletons of some half a dozen roofless huts appear¬ 
ing above the jungle were the only traces of the former abodes of over 
a thousand souls. Oollang, the Dulloye, came in to me on the 18th 
with some hundreds of the people, wh# have continued to come in, and 
there are scores of little huts in all directions now. The village fur¬ 
nishes sixty coolies to carry the baggage and provisions of myself and 
escort this morning. The Dulloye was publicly asked if he accepted 
the conditions of surrender, and informed that these were simply a 
guarantee that his li^ should be spared, aift that he should have a 
fair trial, he being on the proscribed list as a leader of rebellion. This 
was stated to him publicly, and he before all accepted the terms. He 
begged to be allowed to prove his loyalty by bringing in the rest of the 
village and some of the leaders of the rebels still out. He was allowed 
to go out on bail, Lyhat, a Native Christian, many years interpreter 
to Colonel Lister, becoming security for his appearance. Reached 
Syteharte, a collection of small hamlets under the Ralliong Dftlloyc, in 
three hours by an easy road. 1 found all the houses destroyed, it is 
said, by the rebels, but some hundreds of the inhabitants of this quarter 
and Jowai, Jallong, &c., had assembled and submitted to the Seikh 
Jemadar, 21st Native Infantry. 
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Met many men, women, and children of Jowai, Kalliong, and the 
villages about Jowai returning to their homes. On the road the son of 
Girree, Dulloye of Shamphooug, killed last year fighting with our 
troops, was brought to me by the Pathor of Nongba. He had been 
placed by me on the proscribed list as being the reputed murderer of 
two Bengalee pedlars at Terriaghat. I accepted the security of the man 
who brought him to me for his appearance on the same conditions as 
given to Oo Bang. Here I remark that I purposely travelled with an 
escort of only twelve men, as a large escort would have kept many from 
approaching me. I could nbt therefore encumber myself with prisoners. 

I note that th^ cultivation north of Jowai appears to be chiefly 
rice. It is only cultivated in the valleys, the hills being covered with 
oaks and pines. Granite rock every where underlies the soil and retains 
the water, so that the people are even now able to flood their fields. 
Cultivation appears to have been generally neglected for one year at 
least, but the people are in many places at work already. The practice 
is to turn over the whole field with the hoe, inundate it to destroy weeds, 
and afterwards to plough apd sow. 

Lieutenant Worsley, District Superintendent of Police, writes to mo 
from Barato under date 20th :—“ People are coming in daily from 
Nongfloot, and parties out them say there is no one there in arms. The 
police in the valley of the Montang report numbers flocking in, have 
several prisoners captured in a skirmish on the first day of their arrival, 
in which three rebels were killed. The bulk of the people are in, or 
coming in, and only Mullon as a headman of any note is left. He is 
said to be three days' j<Arney in the Meekir c^ntry, and if rain falls 
cannot cross the Ramdiang river." Information to the same effect 
received from Major Thelwall, also at Barato. 

Captain Morton writes from Sattoonga, under date 14th, that h® 
had just returned from Koonshinong, and that all the villages of Ral- 
liong except Ralliong itself, and half of another hamlet, had submitted; 
also the people of Shamphoong arc coming in. Another communication, 
of four 'days' later date, states that he had heard Mullon Dulloye was 
coming in when surprized and attacked by troops, and that he had run 
away, (this is actually the case and refers to the police attack above.) 
Captain Morton had received the submission of some people from Nor- 
po in the extreme east of Jynteah. He had made arrangements for the 
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election of a new Dulloye in place of Samor Dulloye killed at Surtiung. 
Captain Morton had re-opened the bazars of the district. 

Monday, 2 3rd March .—To Barato in three'hours and twenty minutes 
by an easy road, the passage of the Montang river the only difficulty.. 
It must be quite impassable in the rains. Before starting Bukhere of 
Ralliong, said to be the master-spirit of rebellion there, (a full evil-look¬ 
ing man) surrendered. He also was hailed by Lyhat and another. 
Received also some of the revenue due from Syteharte before starting. 
I was quite unable to move at Syteharte yesterday from an acute attack 
of rheumatism caught from bathing while a high wind was blowing. 
Lieutenant Hcdayut Ali presided at a meeting of the Syteharte people 
and made the usual enquiries,* and gave the usual assurances in my 
place. 

At Barato I found Major Thelwall, c. b., Commanding 21st Native 
Infantry, with detachments of his corps. He assured me that he had 
examined the country for more than thirty miles in several directions 
and could not find any in arms, people every where tendering sub¬ 
mission. 

The village of Barato was completely destroyed last year; but the 
people, some hundreds of whom were assembled, had put up temporary 
huts and had made preparations for occupying their old village. Major 
• Thelwall had a large number of cattle found in the jungle. Ife assured 
me that he returned all to the owners who came in excepting one batch, 
the captors having been fired upon. 

Under this day’s date the Deputy Commissioner, Captain Morton, 
writes from Jynteahpore that the people of the south-east generally 
are in, and that he had an assembly the previous day for the election 
of a new Dulloye of Rambai in lieu of Monsa (alias OoMon,) killed by 
his own people for tyranny while in rebellion. 

Tuesday, 24 th March .—Continued at Barato. Received favorable 
accounts from^Pungap and Nongfloot. Collected a portion of the 
revenue. 

Wednesday, 25/A March .—Proceeded to Munsow via Shillong Mon¬ 
tang. The road for the most part easy, but the crossing of the river 
Montang close to Munsow very rough for anixftals and in the rains I 
should say generally impassable for men. Distance three hours. Shil¬ 
long is half way and at this place is a guard: the people of this placd 
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were all in, or coming in, as fast as they could move. Huts hy the score 
burnt down, although the village has always in the main been consi¬ 
dered loyal. 

A number of the people of Munsow met«me on the site of that village 
by appointment.' They had put up a hut for myself and Another for 
my escort, the village being entirely destroyed. In the evening I had a 
meeting of all present ; no grievances alleged. They agreed to the con¬ 
ditions sanctioned by Government and said that they only rebelled 
because they were incited hy the people of Jallong and Jowai, who said 
their poojah had been stoppe'd by Soorkee Darogah. Received a portion 
of the revenue. 

Captain Morton informs me, nndef’ date 21st, from Battao, that 
leading' men from various villages in the east had tendered submission, 
and that he was about to proceed to elect a Dulloye at Jynteahpore in 
lieu of Monsa killed by his own people during the rebellion for tyranny, 
he being at the time a leader in rebellion. 

Thursday, 2 Oth March.*—To Ralliong through a diffic^t country 
till the route joins that from Nongba. The people of Ralliong had made 
considerable progress towards re-estahlisliing their village during my 
absence. Oo Bang Dulloye returned, bringing in OoMon, Dulloye of 
Nongfloot, to whom I gave a free pardon, as there $as nothing known 
against him. Here I note that exception is in all cases made to the* 
crime of murder in cold blood should the parties submitting have been 
guilty of it. OoBang permitted to go out again, at his own request, 
to bring in OoKatt of Shamphoong; also OoLoi, at the request of tho 
Rajah of Khyrim, to bring in GoReang Soorae. It seems that there 
are no less than three men of Jowai of this name, all of some note, that 
have submitted, hut not the one wanted. A musket taken from 33rd 
Native Infantry was given up to me. 

Colonel Dunsford mentions the arrival at Jowai of fifty-five men and 
120 women, all very sickly, sent in hy me from Nurten^, and that the 
Dulloye had been directed to allow them to locate on the sites of their 
old habitations. 

Captain Morton reports from Norpo, in the extreme south-east, his 
belief that the country in, that quarter is so far settled that out-posts 
may be withdrawn at once; was to hold a meeting of the people at 
‘Sitting Bazar next day. 
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Lieutenant Worsley reports from Phlong, in Nongfloot, that ha has 
been there moving in all directions since the 2 1 st; can hear of no one in 
arms; the people flocking in from the jungles and the report made that 
the fear of encountering our troops kept many back; believes all anxious, 
to submit and come in; finds the country of Nongfioot more difficult 
and trying to his men (Cossyahs) than the valley of the Mungut. This 
fully accounts for the district having been chosen as a last refuge. 

Frida;/, 27th March .—To Shamphoong by an easy road in^about two 
hours. Here I found a detachment and a number of the people, many 
hundreds, already settled. This has been a lirge village, but was des¬ 
troyed last year. Had a meeting of the people in the evening. They 
said they were induced to rebel ^because the poojah at Jallong had been 
stopped by Soorkee Darogah, and because of the new taxes; were quite 
willing to pay arrears and any one tax of reasonable amount, such as 
a tax per house. Had no complaint about that, but only wished to pay 
one tax. They did not allege any oppression in the' collection or other 
grievance. Ookiang Nongba had instigated them to revolt. OoBang 
brought in Ookatt Dulloye, whom I released on bail. lie at first did not 
seem inclined to accept the terms offered, viz., life only and a trial; but 
when informed that he was at liberty to go into the jungle again and 
should have twenty-%ur hours 5 leave gav£ bail and submitted. 

Saturday, 28<A March .—To Jowai on easy road three hours; cross 
and re-cross the river of Jowai several times, and pass under Jallong, 
which is on a hill to the left. Ookiang Pathor was brought in and 
made his submission on the usual terms already quoted. 

Captain Morton reports from Surtiung that he had a meeting at 
Sitting Bazar with the people of Norpo and of Lahalling, the only 
remaining village of Bombai, which had not before submitted. He had 
appointed one Ookgan Dulloye, of Norpo, as temporary arrangement, till 
the whole of the people could be convened. 

Sunday, 29th March .—Held a meeting of the principal inhabitants. 
I recognized many, who had submitted to me at Nnrteng and elsewhere, 
present. These people were more assured in their demeanour and shewed 
a less submissive spirit than any I had met in the hills. I feel, assured 
that nothing felt as a grievance was withheld from ( mc. Hie reasons for 
rebellion were alleged to be:— 

1st.—The new taxes. 


23 
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: 2arf.— Stoppage of burning of the dead within the town of Jowai. 

8rrf.—Interference with the poojah of the district at Jallong. 

; As to the taxes no case of oppression was alleged either as to house 
t or income tax, but the feeling seemed to be that the door had been 
opened for tbe introduction of an indefinite series of burdens. I explain¬ 
ed to them the canses of the introduction of the income tax and pointed 
out to them the peace and prosperity they had enjoyed uninterruptedly 
• for many years in consequence of the protection of the British Govern¬ 
ment, and it was unreasonable that they should not pay a portion of the 
expenses of Government, t& all which they appeared to assent sincerely. 
I pointed out to them the causes which had induced the Government to 
.interfere with Jynteeah originally, and found that here as elsewhere the 
people generally were quite ignorant on the subject, setting it down to 
quarrel between the former Rajah and the late Mr. Inglis. On the 
subject of the burning of the dead I told them that, although the order 
to burn outside was in itself quite reasonable and proper, yet had they 
stated patiently their earnest wish to continue the custom I had no doubt 
that they would have been listened to. One man started up and said he 
had appealed to Mr. Hudson. I remarked that Mr. Hudson was not a 
Government servant. It was then asserted that the complaint was 
made when he was in office. ( This enabled me point out that the 

. order had only been issued by Major Rowlatt months after the first out¬ 
break. Some begged for the establishment of the old places, hut I 
declined to litten to this, as the ground was built over in many places, 
besides they had rebelled about it, and had for two years burnt their 
dead elsewhere. They might choose other place outside, which should 
be respected. 

On the subject of the poojah at Jallong the Dulloye asserted that he 
bad been to Major Rowlatt to complain, and had been told that some 
of the people of Jallong must appear to prosecute Soorkee Darogah, 
and that a written petition must he given when the complaint would 
be inquired into. He, the Dulloye, had gone out to find some one to 
prosecute; in the meantime the people broke out. After exchanging the 
usual .assurance and explanations the meeting broke up apparently 
satisfied. I have omitted to mention that, as the meeting was about 
to break up, one of the elders asked if they' were to have a Rajah. 
This brought about the conversation as to the cause of the Jynteeah 
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Raj ceasing. The sun was setting at the moment and I pointed to it, 
reminding the assembly that it never rose in the west after it had set j 
that the Jynteeah Rajah had set for ever, and that a new Raj had arisen in 
the -English Maharanee, in whose dominion, in one part of the world 
or other, the sun never sets. 

Monday, 30 th March . —Rode and walked into Cherra. The distance 
said to be forty-eight miles, but I think it must be over fifty. There 
are only two bad places on it, the descent to, and ascent from, the 
Jowai river and the passage of the Mungut: the latter very rough a< 
all times and in the rains often impassable. * Lieutenant Hey wood hat 
set to work vigorously to throw a temporary bridge over the river to 
facilitate passage during the rains and will put the rest in order 
While at Jowai I learnt that some people coming in to Munsow under t 
safe conduct pass from me had been attacked by the people of the neigh¬ 
bouring village of Shillong Montang and plundered ; one man killec 
and one wounded. 1 issued order for the apprehension of thechie 
offenders, who were men who had distinguished themselves as ou 
friends. On the road 1 met some people of the “loyal” village of Nong 
ba in search of cattle plundered and carried off the previous day 
These acts arise out- of private feuds during the rebellion and will b< 
guarded against. 1 met several women of the better class coming oul 
under escort of one of our guards to Jowai. I learnt that they wen 
traders possessed of some wealth, who had taken refuge at Cherra during 
the rebellion. I regard their return &s one of the best assurances that il 
is at an end. 

Monday, 30th March. —Captain Morton reports his arrival at Jowai 
and general submission in the district left behind him. 

Tuesday, 31st March.— At Cherra. 

Wednesday, April. —Colonel Dunsford mentions that he is gra¬ 
dually withdrawing out-posts, and that Lieutenant Durand from Munsow 
reports it fully occupied by its people. 

Thmsday, 2nd April. —Colonel Dunsford is sending a party of 44th 
to relieve Kamroop Regiment in Cachar, &c., and making arrangements 
for dispensing with Jynteeahpore cooly corps. 

_ Friday, 3rd April. —Captain Morton reports that about 100 men, 
women, and children “ in different stages of squalor and .disease” had 
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been put into Jowai, being inhabitants of the place collected by the 
Rajah of Khyrim from his territory. 

Saturday, 4<A April. —Sent off my office to Mofflong. 


From the IIon’ble A; Eden, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel J. C. Haughton, Officiating Commissioner and Governor 
General’s Agent,—'(No. 3068, dated the 37th April 1863.) 

Sin, ' 

I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to acknowledge the 
, • receipt of your letters, noted in the mar- 

N °‘ lie of 24 th M “ reh 180a * gin, relative to affairs in the Jynteah 

” ,.® C- °r ii! lApri1 ■> Hills, apd to express to you His Honor’s 

satisfaction at the final suppression of the 
rebellion, and his cordial and thorough approval of the measures by 
which this result has at length been attained. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees with you in thinking that, after 
the very severe punishment inflicted on the rebels, and the proofs they 
have received of their utter inability to resist the power of the Govern¬ 
ment, all inclination to rebel is at an end, and that the people will now 
settle down to their usual occupations, and submit themselves content¬ 
edly to the laws established for their protection and to the authority 
of the officers by whom the laws are administered. 

3. It remains to convince them by a mild and merciful exercise of 
power, by establishing a system of just administration suited to the cir¬ 
cumstances of the district, such as has been already sketched out in 
Mr. Lushingtou’s letter No. 1818 of the 6th ultimo, by careful and 
constant attention to their complaints, combined with, just redress of 
all their reasonable grievances, and by a steady perseverance in all 
practicable measures of improvement, that the British Government rules 
for their benefit, and that their true interests lie in peaceable and cheerful 
obedience to its lawful commands. 

4. It is, as you observe, a fortunate circumstance that most of the 
guilty .leaders have perished during the rebellion. Those who have sub¬ 
mitted will be dealt with not only in strict adherence to the conditions 
on which they give themselves up, but as leniently as may consist with 
the gravity of their offence, and . with the future tranquillity of the 
district. There is certainly no need of any further sacrifice of life, and 



{ 181 ) 


it will not be necessary to sentence to transportation any but those 
whose presence is likely to, do mischief. 

5. The minds of the people should be set at rest by a declaration, 
of amnesty, and no one should be called to account for his conduct 
during the rebellion, except those named in the declaration. Your 
efforts will of course be directed to the early capture of the two remain¬ 
ing chiefs mentioned in the last paragraph of your letter of the 7th April. 

6. It has already been decided that the artillery, with two Native 
Infantry regiments, shall remain in the hills for the present, a third 
regiment being employed as a military force to garrison Sylhet and 
Caehar. The disposition of these troops must depeud upon the discre¬ 
tion of the officer commanding in the hills, acting under such instruc¬ 
tions as he mry .receive from the higher military authorities. On 
this subject 1 am desired to refer you to the Orders of the Government 
of India, in the Home Department, No. 2390, dated the 18th instant, 
of which a copy is annexed. 

7. Tire organization of a small extra Khassvah police force not 
exceeding 200, in substitution of the contingents furnished by the 
native chiefs, is sanctioned. They should be tinder Lieutenant Worsley, 
the District Superintendent, aided either by an officer of the police 
force, .or by one specially placed at the disposal of the Deputy Inspector- 
General for this purpose. The Lieutenant-Governor has heard with 
much regret of the death of that deserving and promising officer. 
Lieutenant Sadlier, and this unfortftnate event will render it necessary 
to supply his place. 

8. The Lieutenant-Governor is happy to eoneur with you entirely 

in attributing the early suppression of the rebellion to the energetic 
operations of Colonel Dunsford, c. b., and the officers and men under 
his command, especially those mentioned in paragraph II of your 
letter of the 23rd March. His Honor will have great pleasure 
in again bringing their names to the favorable notice of the Government 
of India, and he desires me to request that you will convey his high 
appreciation of them to Colonel Dunsford. . 

9. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees with you in opinion that a 
detail of native artillery, equipped properly for hill and jungle war¬ 
fare,-should be permanently stationed on the eastern frontier, and that 
the whole force should be commanded by a permanent Brigadier. 
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10. These. subjects will be especially brought to the notice of the 
Government of India, in the Military Department, in connection with 
paragraphs 2 and 3 of your letter of the 21th March. 


From the Hok'ble A. Edes, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department,— (No. 3069, 
dated the 27th April 1863.) 

Sir, 

With reference to the annexed copy of a letter addressed 
by Brigadier-General Showers, c. Commanding the Presidency 
Division, to the Adjutant-General of the Army (No. 135, dated the 
8th instant), I am directed to express the Lieutenant-Governor’s en¬ 
tire concurrence in the recommendations made by the Brigadiar-Gone- 

ral on behalf of the officers and men who have been been engaged in 
the recent operations in tile Jynteeah Hills. 

2. I am also desired to forward copy of a letter from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Haughton, the (governor General’s Agent on the North-East 
Frontier, (No. 18C., dated the 14th ultimo), together with extract, 
paragraphs 8, 9, and 10 of my reply of this date, and to add that the 
Lieutenant-Governor agrees in the expediency both of maintaining a 
small local force of native artillery suitably equipped for service on the 
frontier and of appointing an officer with the rank of Brigadier to the 
command of the troops in Assam, tho Cossyah Hills, Sylhet, and 
Cachar. 


Travelling Diary of the Officiating Commissioner, Governor General’s 
Agent, North-East Frontier, on special duty in the Cossyah and 
Jynteeah Hills, for the week ending Ilf A April 1863. 

5lh April .—Easter Sunday, at Cherra. 

6/A April .-—To Mofflong, eighteen miles by the old Assam road 
rain and fog all day. 

Captain Morton reports that Oosei, one of the - proscribed Chiefs, 
who had surrendered, and was released on boil pending trial, and"who 
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had been . allowed to go - out at his own -request to bring in Million 
Dulloye, had rotumed on, 2nd instant, saying that ho was unable to find 
him. _ 

Colonel Dunsford states (hat he thinks the Jyntecahpore eoolcy 
corps may at once be dispensed with ; also the Chcrra corps, and in 
lien a similiar number of coolies - (120) entertained by the Commissariat 
at Jowai to bring up provisions from Jynteeahporo for 21 st Native Infan¬ 
try. Fifty ponies for carriage of baggage on emergency to be attached 
to the corps; 44th to be supplied by their own bazar at Cherra. These 
arrangements sanctioned. 

1th April. —-At Moffiong. 

8/A April .—Captain Morton 'mentions, under date 5th instant, that 
he has divided Jynteeali with Lieutenant Andrew for the purpose of 
collecting arrears of revenue. Thinks that Lieutenant Andrew had 
better he stationed at Nurteng at any rate, while the 21 st are in the hills, 
as it would be inconvenient to have so junior an officer at the same 
station with Major Thclwall. Lieutenant Andrew will probably be 
permanently stationed at Nurteng, but at any rate, for the present, 
he is directed to make that place his head-quarters. Captain Morton 
reports that the Sirdars of Syphoong and Oomphoong, a tract on the 
border between Jynteah and North f # ’achar, had voluntarily brought 
in the revenue duo on 173 houses subject to them for the year 1862-03, 
stating that tho rest of their people had gone to settle again in North 
Cachar, or had gone off and taken employ with tea planters in South 
Cachar. This will be enquired into. 

8th April. —Lyehat, security for the appearanco of the Dulloyes, 
Oobaining of Ralliong and Ookate of Shamphoong, brought them for 
trial. Witnesses sent for. 

Lieutenant Andrew left Jowai this day to collect revenue in his cir¬ 
cle. The Dulloye of Sattonga brought into Jowai a further instalment 
of revenuo. lie has paid liupecs 403 out of Rupees 494 for 1861-62. 
Dulloye of Norpo in the east brought in quarter of his dues for the same 
period. 

9th April .—Dulloye of Nongfloot paid in at Jowai Rupees 108 out 
of Rupees 362, dues of last year. States that the persons from whom 
the balance is duo are dead; this would represent heads of fifty-four 
houses. There can be little doubt that many peaceably disposed 
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persons fle<l into other districts from Jyntceuh. Enquiry will bo 
Untile. , 

Colonel Lunsford intimates that the posts, which it is not intended 
to hold during the rains, are being withdrawn, and those to be main¬ 
tained are in course of relief by the 21st Native Infantry; that tho Kan\- 
roop Regiment is being concentrated -at Sylliet to await tho orders of 
Government. 

10 th A'pril .—The rebel Million Dnlloye has communicated with 
the Dnlloye of Nurtong on the subject of surrender. 

l\th April. —The Rajah <of Nunclow, to whom I had sent for aid in 
procuring coolies to convey some baggage left behind by Major 1 biggs 
to Gowhatty, came in person to waif, upon me with them, drunk, 
dirty and disreputable. 

Lieutenant Walcott reports that ho hears two persons, Ookiang Bhang 
and his brother Purbut, luul not given themselves np, and states that 
there may be some more with them, adding “ but there can be littlo 
doubt they are fugitives and can do no harm.” I have never heard 
the name of the persons mentioned ; enquiry will be made. In reply 
to an enquiry made by me'Mr. Shadwell states that three small ham¬ 
lets of Ranch Poonjee have not yet paid their revenue. 1 have di¬ 
rected the headmen to be sent to me. It is not that they have refused 
to pay, on the contrary they have promised to do so, but the headmen 
have attended to their own business instead of that of the Government. 

Colonel Dunsford informs me that ho has ordered 1st Bengal Police 
Battalion to Sylhet to occupy tne lines vacated by 28th now moving 
off slowly by steamer. Expects that the Teusta and Adjai (when she 
comes from Assam) will each have to make two trips to remove the 
regiment. 

All reports continue to shew the rebellion at an end. ltain hits fallen 
almost every day this week, and the troops are being moved in small 
detachments in order to ease the people. 

From LniyTP.sAST-Coi.ossL J C. Havohtos, Officiating Commissioner, anil Governor 
tienaral’s Agent, North-East Frontier, on special duty, to the.Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal,—(No. 210., dated the 24th April 1863.) 

Silt, 

In forwarding, for the information of the Ilon’ble the Lieute- 
qant-Goveruor of Bengal, the accompanying copy of Captain Morton's 
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diary, l beg to state that the remarks contained, under date 17th April, 
have reference to enquiries^made hy myself: the subject of the disposal 
of fines is one which I am anxiously considering at present. 

2. Captain Morton’s remarks on the subject of service and other 
lands appear to mfe to be made under a misconception of observations* 
made by me. I had instructed him that permission would lie granted 
for the construction of new Dulloyeships, where the people from any 
good cause wished it, suggesting that the only difficulty in’doing so 
appeared to lie in the partition of service lands and the establishment 
of boundaries, on which point his opinion was solicited. The question 
of Raj lands was long ago settled, and should not be revived. I have 
requested Captain Morton to t ab,stain from further enquiry regarding 
them. 


Memorandum from Captain B. W. D. Mobton, Deputy Commissioner of the 
Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills,—(dated the 18th April 18G3.) 

Copy of my journal from the 11th to the 1 7th April 1863, forward* 
cd to the Commissioner of Assam for his information. 


11 (A April, Saturday, to l Uh April, Tuesday .—Still at Jowai, the 
difficulty of procuring sufficient carriage for the troops ^oing to Jowai 
having detained me. The Dulloye of Nurteng has informed me that 
he remained at Mobokhon for three days in hopes of meeting Mullon 
according to agreement, but that the latter did not appear. He fully- 
believes, however, that before long he will either submit or be caught. 
Dulloye of Munsow came in with twenty coolies. 

15fA April, Wednesday.-r- Marched to Munsow. The Dulloye 
Oohe (who has been all along friendly to Government) assures me 
that the whole of his ilaka have come in from the jungles, but that 
a good number of houses have been put up at Barato, Shillong Montang 
Lapungap, and Mobokhon. He also states positively that Mullon and 
Ookiang Sooree, who aro together,. have no followers. On arrival at 
Munsow found abundant signs of the village re-settling, substantial 
houses being erected in all directions. 


21 
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I summoned the Matobors and relatives of Mullon (who are said to 
have come in) to appear to-morrow. , 

16 th April, Thursday .—Halted at Munsow. The Matobors and 
people have been with me, and we have discussed many points. 

I assured the' half-brother of Mullon that I would guarantee the life 
of Mullon on his submitting ; that whether he had been guilty to* the 
extent alleged or not he certainly was guilty of a grave crime in remain¬ 
ing out and thereby keeping the district unsettled. Messengers have 
been.sent to' him. One of the Matobors said that of course Government 
would never put a Dulloye over them of whom they disapproved, and 
hinted their wish to see Mullon appointed Dulloye. I told them that 
of course Government would always consult their wishes in^the appoint¬ 
ment of a Dulloye, but that they must prove the present incumbent 
unfit before I deposed him. That with regard to Mullon they might 
make themselves easy, Mullon should never be Dulloye. I then asked 
them if they had submitted in name only or in deed. An unanimous 
shout was raised in token of loyalty. I next put it to them, whether, 
iff wishing to elect as Dulloye a man whose name had been as notorious 
in the rebellion as that‘Of Ookiang Nongba, they were skewing their 
loyalty 1 

The Pathors of this village said this was true ; that they would 
therefore obey the present Dulloye, bringing to the notice of the 
Assistant at Nurteng any cause of complaint they might have against 
him. 

I told all present that I expected all who could to pay up both income 
tax and house tax; that those who were too poor to pay, might work 
out their revenue in cooly work as soon as their fields had been 
attended to. 

I explained to them that Ookiang Nongba had told me plainly that 
one cause of the rebellion was the dislike to the income tax, and that 
to prevent misconstruction I must insist upon the tax for one year, 
as well as the house revenue for two years, being paid. The Dulloye 
collected on the spot Bupees 34, being the house tax, for two years, 
of sixteen houses, and for one year of two houses. 

17th April, Friday .—In the morning held conversation with the 
Dulloye and Matobors relative to the points on which the Commissioner 
calls for report. "With regard to fines it appears that at Munsow, 
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at Jowai, the lines are divided between the aggrieved party and the 
durbar, a system which* one would suppose must result in a somewhat 
promiscuous infliction of punishment without strict regard to the justice 
or otherwise of the complaint# 

At the same time the Dulloye, Bassans, and Matobors who form the 
durbar would doubtless consider the prohibition, without compensation, 
of the practice alluded to, as a “ breach of privilege.” The .laborer is 
worthy of his hire, and probably it would please all parties, if the dis¬ 
trict officers were directed to ascertain the average collected and appro¬ 
priated by the several village durbars during the three years preceding 
the rebellion, and, on that average being ascertained, to apportion in 
future, aDd at stated times, s<? much of the fines realized to the parties 
aforesaid. This need not interfere with the compensation to the plain¬ 
tiffs, which might be paid according to regulated proportions. The 
remainder of the fines, if any, might be expended under the direction 
of the Assistant at Nurteng on village improvements. 

It is probable that with increased or perhaps more definite powers the 
Dulloye sitting in durbar will realize a larger amount of fines than 
heretofore. The Dulloye cannot write, and can therefore keep no written 
account of the fines imposed. Each might be entrusted with a box, the 
key of which would remain with the a^istant, the box itself being so 
. constructed as to admit of money being put in it without the possibility 
of taking it out again until opened^with a key. The amount so put in 
might be noted on a piece of string kept for that purpose at the time 
and in open durbar. 

With regard to Government and other lands I find that the service 
lands allotted to the Dulloye and Bassans have never been measured, and 
I think that any present attempt to measure them would be viewed with 
jealousy. 

There are two other descriptions of land, viz., that formerly held by 
the servants of the Rajah, and land known as “July land,” for the 
recovery of which the Koarics instituted a suit some years ago, with 
what success I know not. 

The profits of the land formerly granted to the servants of the Rajah 
are in Jowai devoted to religious purposes, whilst In Munsow the land 
itself is still held by the relatives of those servants. The “ July land,” 
which is to be met with only in certain Districts, is in Munsow, held by 
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a Bhandari appointed by the Dulloye with the consent of the villagers. 
Ilis office is a sinecure. I consider it would be most impolitic for the 
present, at least, to interfere with the above land holdings. The titles 
,to the lands, in the first instance, may not have been good; but as they 
have existed for upwards of twenty years, I believe that any attempt to 
nullify them would shake the confidence of the people in the good faith 
of Government. I collected to-day Rupees 5 of house tax, and 
remitted tfie revenue for two years of ten houses, and for one year of 
two houses, the proprietors being indigent widows. 

The seven income tax-payers present have agreed to pay their tax 
in one month. I directed the Pathors (in absence of the Dulloye who 
will accompany me) to collect the fefe of the remaining houses in 
Munsow. Marched in the course of the day to Shillong Montang. 

(Sd.) B. W. D. Morton, 

Deputy Commissioner. 


Travelling Diary of the Officiating Commissioner and Governor General's 
Agent, North-Dust Frontier, on special duty in the Cossyah and 
Jynteah Hills, from 1 2th April to 18 lit April 1863. 

1 2th April, Sunday —At Mofflong. 

13/A April, Monday .—I had sent a message to the Rajah of Molccm 
to meet me here with all his headmen on Wednesday next, and, in the 
belief that he kept a Bengalee writer, sent a memorandum to the same 
effect to make surety doubly sure. He attended to-day to enquire what 
was written on the paper. This shews the folly of attempting the use of 
Bengalee in the hills. He had not acted on the verbal message. Ap¬ 
pointed Saturday for the meeting. Mr. Shadwell reports that one man, 
Dewan Longthoo, of the Panch Poonjee village, has not come in yet. 
Hopes to catch him. 

14 th April, Tuesday .—Captain Morton reports that the people of 
Amwae, a village always with us, plead that General Showers promised 
them that their revenue for last year would be excused. He has written 
to the General direct to ascertain the iaCt. He has ordered discharge of 
the Jynteah cooly corps. 

. 15/A April, Wednesday .—Heard an appeal from a decision by the 
Assistant Commissioner. The claim was on the part of a daughter for 
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the ashes of her father, which had been appropriated by another relative. 
The defence was that she had stolen a cloth some eight years ago and 
could not properly retain the remains till she had made atonement by 
poojah (which includes feasting.) It was arranged that the poojah should 
be made and the ashes restored by a fixed date. 

Captain Morton states that Purbut and his brother of Rombai, said 
not to have submitted, have no followers whatever, and are afraid to come 
among their own people: this has been noted before. 

Heard from Colonel Dunsford, c. n., of a most awful occurrence at 
Dingling. On 11th one hundred and ten fhenof 44th Native Infantry 
inarched for that place. At 9 p. m., while in the Government rest shed, 
during a storm lightning struck'the place; a small shed was burnt; two 
sepoys were struck dead, also two Coolies, and three baggage ponies, and 
three cows. Several coolies and sepoys were badly burnt, and the 
whole of the men, more or less, suffered from the shock. Lieutenant 
Ommaney, commanding the detachment, is reported to have been 
thrown down and stunned. 

18/A April. —I have had complaint made to me that the Rajah of 
Cherra had put a stop to all works on the military buildings at Cherra 
by ordering that no one should work for the contractor, who belonged 
to a family opposed to him. I have littje doubt of the truth of the 
charge, though the Rajah, denies it. The work will probably not be 
again interrupted on this account. 

As arranged, on Monday I held a meeting with the Moleem Rajah and 
his headmen for explanation as to cause of the failure of Moleem to sup¬ 
ply its proportion of coolies and armed contingent; also for the settle¬ 
ment of claims by the heirs of the late Rajah and the compensation to be 
given for land required by the Government at Shillong. The matter of 
coolies and contingent will form the subject of a report. The extreme 
want of authority on the part of the Ilill Rajahs was made apparent. 
The claim of the heirs of the late Rajah was postponed, as it appeared 
that they would not acknowledge the new Rajah. The matter of the 
land for the Shillong station could not be entered into, as the plan of the 
ground which the Executive Engineer hoped to have furnished me with 
in time had not arrived. 

Captain Morton’s journal is sent separately with a letter, as it requires, 
comment. 
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The weather (luring the week has been stormy, over-cast, and rain has 
fallen almost daily. 


J. C. Haughton, 

Offg. Commr. and Governor General’s Agent. 


Travelling Diary of the Officiating Commissioner and Governor General’s 
Age>if,' North-East Frontier, on special duty, from 19 th April to 
25 th April 1863. 

19£/i April, Sunday. 

20 th April, Monday .—Examined Manick Dulloye of Jowai as to 
cause of rebellion. He attributes it mainly to the interference of the 
police with poojah at Jallong. Heard a case of boundary dispute 
between the itajahs of Earn llye and Nustcng. It appears that there 
is no real and fixed boundary, but that both parties seek to extend 
their jurisdiction over the Garrows adjoining them for the sake of 
taxation. 

21st April, Tuesday .—Examination of Manick Dulloye continued. 
Soorkhcc, Police Darogah, examined. He attributes the rebellion to 
taxation and minor causes, but admits an interference with the poojah 
at Jallong almost equivalent tq, all that has been charged against him. 
He shews that he acted without authority, and that he did not report 
his proceedings, although he demanded military assistance from the 
guard of Jowai. 

Two muskets, taken from the 33rd Regiment by the rebels, sur¬ 
rendered through the Rajah of Khyrim. Only five remain as yet 
unaccounted for. 

It appearing impossible to solve satisfactorily the dispute between 
Ram Rye and Nusteng without local enquiry, Lieutenant Walcott, 
Assistant Commissioner, was deputed. The two Kowars of Nusteng, 
who attended in the case, appeared to be intelligent Cossyahs. The 
Rajah of Ram Rye, a diminutive young man with Cossyah features, is 
more of a Bengalee in manner. He speaks Bengalee fluently. 

22nd April, Wednesday .—The • Kowars of Jynteah attended from 
Sylhet on account of .their pension. The elder is a hinduised Gossyab, 
speaking Bengalee. The younger, though dressed up in fine clothes, 
js a genuine Cossyah, I should say Jynteah. In conversation they 
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explained to me what had taken place at the conference held by them 
■with the rebels. It is plum to me from what they stated, as well as 
from all I have heard, that they possessed no influence. Had they 
shewn any disposition to join the rebels, the case would probably 
have been otherwise. They are to consult with their wives and to 
tell me shortly whether the whole family consent to live at Dacca 
or not. 

23rd April, Thursday .—Examined OoReijang Saloo for some time, 
held a prisoner by the rebels. His evidence went to throw the rebel¬ 
lion on the police at Jowai. It appeared to me from all that had as 
yet reached me that OoBang Dulloye of Rallion was not deserving of 
exclusion from the general amnesty, and that I should not be able to 
bring those really most guilty, to justice unless I released him. I 
determined to examine him and release him. 

24 th April, Friday, and 25 th April, Saturday .—Examined OoBang 
Dulloye and granted him free pardon for all offences against the state. 
He was warned "that this would not save him from trial should it appear 
he had committed murder ; sent him out to assist Captain Morton. 

Examined OoSing, interpreter to the police at Jowai. All these 
examinations point to the interference of police at Jowai with the 
poojah at Jallong as the exciting cause of the rebellion. 

The revenue of Jyutcah has been coming in during the week quite 
as fast as it could be expected in the desolate state of country. The 
Dulloye of Jowai calculates that six hundred men, women, and children 
of his district died during the rebellion. 

From Captain Morton’s reports there is left no room for doubt that 
whatever the number of Mullon’s enemies, the people of Munsow are 
with him, and till they can be weaned from him his capture will be 
difficult. 

The Khyrim Raja, the Dulloye of Nurtcng, and others are on the 
look out after him. Not a rumour of any one in arms to resist any¬ 
where. 

The weather has been wet and gloomy during the week with occa¬ 
sionally fine mornings or evenings, seldom both. 

Commissioner’s Office ; V (Sd.) J. Q. Haughton, 

• MoFFtONO, Cossyah Huts, j Officiating Commissioner and Governor 
The 28 th April 1863. ) General’s Agent, on special duty. 
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Copy of my Journal from Saturday, tho 18 th, to Friday, the 24/A April 

1S63, forwarded to the Special Commissioner for information. 

18 th April, Saturday .—Collected the following revenue, vie., house 
tax from the district of Shilliong Montang, Rupees 147, income tax 
ditto Rupees 4; paid Rupees 20 for the support of the widow and 
infant child of Oommi, who died of wounds received in the service of 
Government. I further excused the revenue due from his house. 

The income tax-payers.of the village of Shilliong Montang pro¬ 
mise to pay up in a month. Marched to Barratto. 

10//i April, Sunday. —H'alted. Some ryots of Mokra brought in 
the sum of Rupees 22 house tax, which, with the amount collected 
by the Commissioner, makes up, they say, the demand from the houses 
settled at Mokra. Though, I believe, but few are skulking in the 
jungles, there can be no doubt that many house proprietors have 
temporarily changed their quarters. A man of Barratto informed me 
that not many days ago Mullon Dulloyc was at Munsow. 

20th April, Monday .—Sent out the man referred to in yesterday's 
journal to hunt up Mullon. He returned with the information that 
Mullon is not now at Munsow. Muliou’s brother is said to have gone 
to communicate my terms to him. My scout is in communication with 
some of the Munsow men, who have promised to search for Mullon, 
and bring me news of his whereabouts. It is highly important t.hat 
this rebel should either be captured or submit. The authority of the 
Dulloye, and indirectly of Government, will not be established at 
Munsow so long as Mullon remains at large. 

21 st April, Tuesday .—Halted at Barratto in hopes of my scout 
returning. I have entertained him as a cooly, given him carte 
blanche to go when and where he likes. The Dulloye of Nongfloot 
brought in Rupees 110 of the house tax of his district. I have 
arranged to meet him and his Matobors at a village east of Phlong 
on the 29th instant. A man whom he calls “the Jungly Dulloye,” 
t. e., so constituted in the jungles, has been collecting revenue, which, 
however, he appears to have paid to the Dulloye. This is irregular, 
and I have sent words to the jungly Dulloye to attend the meeting 
on the 29th. , 

2 2nd April, Wednesday .—My scout not having returned, I thought 
it best to make a move, leaving word at Barratto where I was to be 
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found. I accordingly marched to Ralliong. On the road I saw some 
cultivating villages, and the people quietly at work in their fields. 
On arrival found that the Pathor, who is acting as Dulloyc, had gone 
to Sytehart to collect revenue. 

23 rd April, Thursday. —Sent notice to the Dulloycs of Shamphouug, 
Sattoonga, Nonclei, and Norpo to pay their revenue to me at ltal- 
liong. The Pathor returned on hearing of my arrival. lie promises 
the revenue, which the Bassans arc out collecting, to-morrow.* 

2ith April, Friday .—Collected this day house tax as follows, viz., 
Ralliong Rupees 25 i, Shamplioong Rupees 130, Sattoonga Rupees 
100, and Norpo Rupees 27. The^Dulloye of Sattoonga has moreover 
paid in Rupees 20, being the income tax of liis ilaka. After the 
Ralliong and Shamplioong revenue had been paid in, I called upon 
the Bassans and Matobors present to state what gave rise to their 
rebellion. Bukhcre Lougdco of the Ralliong District said that 
Oobang the Dulloye, now in custody, had, on some of the Jallong and 
Jowai men coming to Ralliong, given out that as the poojali at Jallong 
had been stopped, they might be sure all poojahs would be stopped, 
and that as Government had further determined on seizing all theii 
bullocks and other property, they must be prepared to fight. On my 
asking why they had not applied to the district officer regarding the 
truth of these stories, I was told that they were prevented by Bukhcre 
Pathor, still at large, who had taken measures to waylay those sc 
inclined, and had lined Bukhero Loflgdeo and Oolong Pathor, on tlu 
latter making an effort to reach Nungba with a view of making theii 
submission. I propose to-morrow taking the statements in full o: 
Oolong Pathor and the Dulloycs of Sattonga and Norpo as to the 
cause of their rebellion. My scout came in to-day after an unsuc¬ 
cessful search, lie goes out again to-morrow in quest pf Mullor 
Dulloye. 

Camp Ralliong, ^ (Sd.) B. W. D. Morton, 

The 24/A April 1863. S Deputy Commissioner. 

Diary of TAeutenant Andrew, Assistant Commissioner of the Cossyah am 
Jynteah Hills, from \7th to 25th April 1863. 

April 18/A.—Marched to Burghat, received from Sirdar Rupees 30 

being the amount of revenue due from that Poonjee for 1862-63 

^ _ • 
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Paid him commission Rupees 3. Marched on to Sath Pathor, the 
Dulloye of which ilaka handed over to me Rupees 150 on account of 
his arrears of revenue for 1861-62 and 1862-63 ; informed me he 
would collect the remainder with as little .delay as possible. 

April 19M.—Dulloye of Longkadong paid in Rupees 240, on account 
of the arrears of revenue for 1801-62 and 1862-63, promising to have 
all other arrears ready in ten days. ’ Marched to Amwai. 

April 20 t/i .—Ilaka Sath Poonjec. Halted at Amwai. Sirdars 
of Nongburrai, Lamin, Soka, and Koodung brought in their 
revenue for 1862-63 (Rupee's 220, 90, 38, and 34, respectively,) promis¬ 
ing to have a few remaining Rupees ready on my return from Nurteng. 

April 21^.—Ilaka Sath Poonjee. "Halted at Amwai. Sirdars 
of Nongtalong, Nong Lamin, and Nong Mooker brought in their 
revenue for 1862-63 (Rupees 183, 39, and 5, respectively). This I 
believe to be the full amount due, but told them that I could not give 
them commission until I received a more detailed statement of arrears 
of revenue from Chcrra Poonjee, for which I would write. They 
were perfectly satisfied with this arrangement. Dulloye of Sath 
Pathor brought another Rupees 20. Dulloye of Darang stmt his 
Sirdar (he being unwell) with Rupees 110 as revenue for 1862-63. 

April 22nd .—Halted at Jow^i, expecting the Dulloye of Battao j he 
did not come, so instructed Dulloye of Amwai, to send him on arrival 
to me at Jowai or Nurteng. 

April 23rd.—Marched to Jowai. Did not collect or call for any 
arrears of revenue as the Dulloye was in attendance on the Com¬ 
missioner at Mofflong, and the Pathor did not seem to know any thing 
about how matters stood. 

April 24 th .—Marched to Nurteng. Dulloye paid in Rupees 670 
on account of Tutong, Khunwang, Nongtoong, Oomsoomai and 
Murmyliow Poonjees (Rupees 70, 220, 200, 80, and 100, respectively), 
and said he hoped to have in all arrears in a week or ten days, but that 
having had many coolies to supply lately, his hands had been 
tied. States that Jing Kuing, Arban Poonjee, paid their revenue for 
1861-62 and 1862-63 to one Oodok Majeeric, who paid it to the Col¬ 
lector of Nowgong. „ No receipts being produced, I informed him I 
should write to Collector on the subject, the village being on the side 
of the, Oomsoonam and in my jurisdiction. 
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April 25 th .—Dulloye of JBattao arrived, and paid in on account of 
arrears of revenue for ilaka liomhai for years 1861-62 and 1862-63 
Rupees 500. Said lie would endeavor to obtain all arrears of revenue, 
and have them ready on my return from this place to the Southern 
Division. I ordered the Dulloycs of Nongba and Nongjoongec tt> 
attend with all arrears collected on Tuesday next. 

Nurteno, 1 (Sd.) A. Andrew, 

The 2Gth April 1863. ) Asst. Conrnr., Cossyak and JyJlteah Hills, 


Travelling Diary of the Commissioner and Governor General’s Agcn(, 

. on special duty, from 26th April to 2nd May 1863 inclusive. 

Sunday, 26th April .—At Mofflongs 

Monday, 27th April .—Examined OoThir and Chand Rai Cossyah, 
sepoys of Police, as to the causes of the rebellion, they having been 
at Jowai about the time at which it commenced. Their evidence 
creates a strong suspicion that they have hot told the whole truth. 
Mr. Overseer Longmorc arrived at this place on his way from Calcutta 
to supervise the Gowhatty and Shillong Road. 

Tuesday, 28/A April .—As I had heard nothing recently from the 
Khyrim Rajah, Rabon Singh, I deputed the Agency Moonshee to see 
what lie was doing. The Rajah's head-quarters arc a moderate day's 
journey from this; he met the Rajah coming to see me; the latter 
Reported that he could learn nothing of Million Dulloye; believed him 
to be among the Mikkir tribes beyond our jurisdiction. The Rajah 
brought in a musket taken by the rebels from the 33rd Native Infantry. 
It having been proclaimed by me that all arms captured from Govern¬ 
ment servants must be given up, but that no questions would be askqd, 
no enquiry was made as to whence it was obtained. 

The Rajah of Nustcng also came to pay his respects; he is an 
intelligent young man, but entirely illiterate. He speaks only £ossyah; 
he has two younger‘brothers, Bursun and LyeSing, who will succeed 
him in default of heirs of his own body. The younger brother is 
apparently ten or twelve years of age. The Rajah promises that he 
shall be educated. Arranged that the Rajah shall be invested and 
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receive his sunnud at a durbar to be held at Cherra on the 11th 
of May. 

Examined OoSing, sepoy of Police, and Oolong Satoonga, the man 
who gave the information which led to the apprehension of Oolciang 
Nongba, as to' the causes of rebellion. Received a letter from 
Lieutenant Clarke, Assistant Commissioner of North Cachar, intimat¬ 
ing that a party of Cossyahs had tendered submission; names not 
given. ' . 

Wednesday,. 29 th April .—Examination of OoLong completed. 
Examined OoLong, Havilflar of Police, and OoRam, Pathor of 
Nongba. 

Thursday, 30 th April .—Received the .Rajah of Khyrim twice to-day; 
exhorted him to exert himself to capture 'Mullon Dulloyc. He stated 
his belief that the man and those with him were waiting to sec how I 
would deal with the rebel leadersjyho had surrendered; professed his 
belief that the Dulloye had gone to the Mikkir country, and that one 
man, OoLoi, for whom the Rajah was bail, could find him. He urged 
tliat this man should be examined and released; but believing the man 
to be one against whom <speeially grave charges would be proved, and 
the needful preliminary enquiries being incomplete, I could not comply 
with the Rajah’s request. 

Examined Jatta Longdeo, of Nurtcng, OoLam (or Long), of Padoo, 
and OoReang and OoHet, of JJarratto. 

OoLam with a deputation had come in to me to request that further 
time might be given for the payment of revenue ; informed them that 
they were only required to pay up at once what they were able to pay. 
They paid Rupees SO, but a small arrear remains. 

Friday, \st May .—Again received the Rajah of Khyrim; recorded 
his statement (made in conversation) as to cause of rebellion and what 
took place at the mediatorial durbars. He informed me that he had a 
great poojali which would keep him at home for a fortnight, and took 
leave. 

Examined OoMon, Pathor of Jowai. 

Saturday, 2nd May .—Examined OoSilcca, of Jowai, and OoDon, 
formerly Dulloyc of Jowai. 

The witnesses examined arc almost uniformly of opinion that the- 
interference of Soorkee, Darogah of Jowai, with the poojah at Jallong, 
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which appears to have taken place in the end of December 1861, was 
the immediate cause of rebellion. 

Received a note from Captain Morton, intimating his belief that 

Mullon was in or about Khyrim. He was said to have been met by a 

* , , ■ 
man of Nusteng who was fired at; sent a man with this information 

to the Rajah, who at once sent out three parties of twenty-five, thirty, 

and forty men in search. 

Left in the afternoon for Shillong. 

All reports continue favorable as to the state of Jynteah. Revenue 
gradually coming in. 

Camp Mopflono, J. C. ITaitohton, 

The 6th May 1863. J Offtj. Commr. and General-General's Agent, 

on special duty. 

Memorandum from Captain B. W. D. Mouton, Deputy Commissioner of the 

Cossyuh and Jynteah Hills. 

Copy of my journal from Saturday, the 25th April, to Friday, the 
1st of May 1863, forwarded to the Commissioner for information. 

Saturday, Tbth April. —Asked Langti, Dulloyc of Satoonga, the 
cause of the rebellion; but all that I could elicit from him was that he 
had acted under the orders of the late Sawar Dulloyc and had not 
rebelled on account of the Income Tax! As Langti was so reticent it 
was useless to question the Norpo Dulloyc, who is possessed of no 
influence and usually follows the lead of the Satoonga Dulloyc. 
OoLong Pathor, who is also officiating Dulloye, was more plain spoken. 
His statement was to this effect“The Jalong men came to Ralliaug, 
and Oobang Dulloye, after consultation with them, informed us that 
the poojahs had been stopped j also that the burning of the dead had 
been prohibited, and that, as the taxation was found most grievous, we 
must fight.-" 

These were I take it the cries used to stir up rebellion; but, as the 
JyntQahs made little effort to bring their grievances to the notice of 
the local officers, I have no doubt that the determination to resist 
Government had existed for some time and originated in a simple desire 
to throw off what they considered a yoke. 

I separately examined the Dulloyes of Satoonga and' Ralliang as to 
the punishments inflicted by them in criminal, and their procedure in 



( 193 ) 


civil cases. Their statements shew that, in the administration of 
civil and criminal justice in their respective illaquas, there is little 
difference from such procedure in the other districts of these hills. 
Petty criminals are fined in small sums, the fines being made over, to 
the aggrieved parties, who return so much to the durbar. In heavy 
cases the accused are taken before the district officer. 

In the event of a fine or award of a civil court (or durbar) not being 
paid on the spot the defaulter is called on to state the grounds of his 
refusal. If he says he is dissatisfied with the decision and is anxious 
to appeal he is taken before the district officer. If his refusal arises 
from pure obstinacy he is kept in the Dulloyc’s house till he changes 
his mind. Attachment of property appears unknown. Fines or 
awards are, excepting in cases- of appeal, invariably paid either at the 
time, or after a few days of, incarceration. 

It was my intention to have marched to Soowair to-day, but owing 
to the lateness of the hour at which I started I got as far as Koon- 
shanoong only. 

Sunday, 26th April .—Marched to Soowair. Much detained in 
crossing the Kokra, which rose suddenly, and thereby placed one of 
my escort in a serious predicament. 

Along the line of march saw cultivating villages and huts. As a 
rule travellers now make no efiort to evade troops on the road. 

The Pathor. assures me none are hiding in the jungles; took up my 
quarters in the house of the L&ngdo of Oomkorpong, a pretty largo 
village. 

Monday, 2 7th April. —Halted. Some Mikkirs and Kookies were to 
have met me at Soowair, but it appears they and the' police in their 
company have gone to Jowai. In the evening, on going to a 
hill close to my camp, was joined by some Khassyahs, who pointed to 
a river in the distance, which they said was the Kopili.' Finding my 
informants most civil I proceeded with them to the river which forms 
the boundary between this district and North Cacliar. . The Khassyahs 
seemed much pleased at finding me unaccompanied. One Manick, 
* brother of OoLong of Ralliang, and a candidate for the Dulloyeship 
when it becomes vacant, paid me Rupees 100 of the Soowair revenue. 

Tuesday, 28th April .—Marched to Ralliang. On the road met the 
Mikkirs and police; was surprised to hear that they had been to 
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Soowair and then to Jowai. The following facts will show the extreme 
difficulty of obtaining reliable information in a district', the inhabitants 
of which, individually honest, are so bound by the ties of clanship 
that they care not to what deceit they resort in screening their friends. 

From the statements made by the police it appears that on their way 
to the Mikkir settlement they descried in the Nougklei district, not 
far from the boundaries of Soowair, a body of armed men. They 
presently overtook a woman named Sooki, who in reply informed them 
that two of the party they had just seen were known to her as Ookiang 
Baling and Purbut. The police, I remark, Jiad not previously heard 
of these two proscribed men being so far east. Lieutenant Walcott, 
however, had reported the fact to me. The woman further said that 
she had heard that the rebels, who numbered some thirty, lived in the 
jungles known as Jokkot Singh. On the return of the police with the 
Mikkirs the party determined to await my arrival at Soowair. Mauick, 
the man who paid me Rupees 100 revenue, and who, far from hinting 
to me the neighbourhood of rebels, denied their existence, warned 
the police (four in number) not to stop at certain villages, of 
which Oomkorpong, the village at whiclf I subsequently slept, 
was one. 

To shew his sincerity, I suppose, he accompanied the police to what 
he called a safe village and then helped them to keep watch. My own 
belief (founded on the fact of his having said nothing to me) is that 
Manick was simply actuated by a desfre to prevent the police making 
enquiries which might have proved awkward to his especial friends, 
Ookiang Baling and Purbut. 

To have returned openly to Soowair on receipt of this information 
would have been to place many a league between me and the rebels I 
was and am desirous of catching. 

The information of the police was too indefinite to warrant my 
march iug by night. They did not know the extent of the Jokkot 
Singh jungle, nor where it lay. They knew where Sooki lived (Krong), 
but could not point out her house. Lastly, they did not # know 
from whom she had got her information. I have therefore determined 
on allowing Manick to deceive himself into the belief that I have not 
questioned the police. 

Shortly after my arrival at Ralliang heard incidentally of Oobang’s 
return. Fearing that he might have escaped I went to the house where 
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he was said to be to apprehend him, when he produced the Commis¬ 
sioner’s certificate and letter. 

Wednesday, 29/A April .—Banncn Langdo, of Shamphoong, brought 
Bupees 60 of the house tax of Shampjioong on the Dulloye’s part. 
He promised to bring the balance of tax and the names of indigent 
and defunct tax-payers within fifteen days. The Balliang Dulloye 
made a similar promise. 

■Marched to Barratto. 

Thursday, 30/A April .—Marched three miles and passed to the east 
of Phlong, which is nine* miles to the cast by north of Barratto, to 
Moftgkoilom in the heart of the Nongfloot district, where the Dulloye, 
aware of my proposed visit, had ereoted comfortable huts for self and 
escort. I have sent again to call the Mikkirs of Nongfloot. The 
Dulloye assures me that none are in the jungles, and the appearance of 
the country, and the absence of fear on the part of those we met on 
the road, bear out his statement. 

Friday, 1st May .—Halted at Nongkoilom. The Mikkirs of Nongfloot, 
for whom I had sent, told my messenger that they intended to pay their 
revenue to me in person (T am told that they owe for only one year), and 
that they wodld follow me for that purpose, but that they were not going 
to accompany him. This appeared strange, and had I been able to get 
rations for my escort I should have gone to the Mikkir settlements, 
situated one march to the eastward, and extending to the junction of 
the Mundriang and Kopili -river!. 

On enquiry I learn that these Mikkirs are very much averse to 
being put under the Nongfloot Dulloye. 

There are, I am told, twelve Mikkir settlements. These do not 
number 103 houses I suspect, but I am still of ooinion they should 
remain under their own Sirdar. 

In the present instance the Mikkirs probably thought that the Nong¬ 
floot Dulloye was practising deceit upon them with a view of getting 
their revenue and paying it in as their Dulloye. 

My .scout returned to-day. He says he has searched the neighbour¬ 
hood of Pouiyiong (Khyrim) and Mobokhon. That an old man told 
him that if he went to Sarthat (Ralliang district) he probably would 
hear of Mullon. I propose sending him to Soowair, Sarthat, and 
Nongkrem with order to return to Jowai with what news he can get 
of the two proscribed rebels. 
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From Lieutenant-Colonel J. u. Hattohton, Officiating Agent, Governor General, 
North-East Frontier, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 25C.» 
dated the 1st June 1863.)' 

Sib, . 

With reference to my'joumal for the week cndiug 30th ultimo,* 
forwarded this day, I have the honor to report, for the information of- 
the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, that Captain Morton 
has just announced to mo the capture of one of the rebels,. Purbut, 
therein named. The expedition for the capture of this rebel seems to 
have been well planned and to have been ably carried out by Captain 
Morton and Lieutenant Marrett. 

2. He states that having intelligence that some of the rebels wore 
at a village named Tlilongsefi, near the Frontier of Jyntcah and 
North Cachar, said to be only four hours’ march from Battao, lie 
started in company with Lieutenant Marrett, of the 21st Native Infantry, 
forty-two sepoys and some police. After a march of eight hours, 
the village being still distant, he halted for the day in the jungle. 
Next night marching again lie’ reached the village at midnight: the 
village was surrounded and the whole of th«j inhabitants, consisting of 
sixteen men, women, and children, were captured. . 

3. In the morning the women and children, excepting the wife of 
Purbut and his sister, also sister to»Ookiang Baling, were released. 
Seven males, including Purbut, were, with the detained families, sent 
into Jowai to await trial. 

Memorandum from Lieutenant- Colonel J. C. Hauchton, Officiating Commissioner 
and Governor General’s Agent, North-East Frontier, on special duty,—(No. 11C., 
dated Moflong, the 17th June 1863.) 

Forwarded for the information of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal to the Secretary, Government of Bengal. 

From Captain B. W. D. Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and 
Jynteah Hills, to the Special Commissioner, Moflong,—(dated the 11th June 1863.) 
SlR, 

* • 

I have the honor, with reference to your letter No. 6lC., 

dated the 28th ultimo, to state as follows :— 

2. My latest information leads me to believe that, as statedly 

you, there are only two insurgent bands, one under the guidance 

26 
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of Bukhere Pathor of Ralliong, and consisting in all of twelve men, 
and another under Mullon Dollpye, whose followers certainly do not 
count that number. It appears that Ookiang Baling has, since the 
capture of his brother Purbut, joined Mullon’s party. 

3. The first of these two parties does not appear to leave the 
Ralliong district, and wanders chiefly in that portion of this district 
on the other side of the Montang. The party under Mullon frequents 
the banks of the Kopilli in its course through the district of Nong- 
ifloot and that portion of the Ralliong district known as Soomair. 

4. I have induced Ookiang Dolloye and five out of six* of his 

* The sixth is the Len„lo t0 «^here. An 

of Soomair, who has very little armed party accompany the Dolloye. I 

in common with the other no- . ' 

tables of bis district., have impressed upon one and all the necessity 

(s.i.) b.w. d.m. ca p£ lir ; n g this rebel, and the probability 

that, should he remain at large, the people of the district he frequents 
will be held responsible for the extra expense to which Government 
may be put. 

5. I believe that if the three parties of police are stationed as 
directed by you, and the Inspector of each party is directed to report 
weekly to tlic Assistant Superintendent, what has been done during the 
week towards effecting the capture of the rebels, the numbers of the 
latter will at least not increase. I propose direc ting the Dolloycs of 
Sattoonga, Nongklei, Ralliong, and the Pathor of Soomair, as also the 
Dolloye of Nongfloot, to make 1 reports from time to time of the 
measures taken by them to catch the rebels to the Assistant Com¬ 
missioner. 


Memorandum from Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Haughtin, Officiating Commissioner 
and Agent, Governor General, North-East Frontier, on special duty,-—(No. 13C., 
dated the 3rd July 1803.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary, Government of Bengal, for the inform¬ 
ation of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


Ookha Pathor, of Nimgjerong, in Nongfloot , states :—Six days ago 
Ookmp, Lungdo came to my village arid said that some four or five of 
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his men had settled in Nongfloot, and that he had come to that ilia qua 
to collect the revenue due from them. That Bukherc had wounded 
him, and that he did not know what had become of his throe com¬ 
panions. Ookma came in this evening. He said he had staid the 
previous night in the jungle and had been wounded the day before! 
Ookma said he had met Bukhcre at Ka Ilabon Poonjee, in the district" 
of Nongfloot, a small village consisting of three or four houses. 

I did not enquire what was the cause" of Bukherc’s woundiifg Ookma. 
I saw the wound. It was two fingers deep on the lc& shoulder of 
Ookma; it was some four fingers long ; it appeared freshly inflicted 
as if with a kuttura. 

Ka Rabon is distant about hhlf a mile from the Mundriang. The 
rebels seized Ookma, bound his hands and took him to the river’s 
bank. There they proposed to kill him. Some said let him go, but 
Bukhcre stepped out and said, No, kill him and throw him into the 
river. He then cut at Ookma, who jumped into the water and so 
escaped. Ka Rabon is on this side of the Mundriang. Ka Rabon is 
one day’s journey from Nougjcrong. Ka Raboi* is a few hour’s journey 
to the east by north of Phlong. I explained to the people of Nong¬ 
floot that they were to turn out and assist the Government in capturing 
the rebels, but they did not obey. T^c Dolloye, too, takes no active 
steps in the matter. Ookma is at present at Nongba. lie stopped 
there yesterday, as his wound pained him. 

Ordered, that an order in writing be given to the witness. In this the 
Dolloye will be ordered to arm the men of Nongfloot, Nongjerong, 
and Labong, under their respective LnDgdos and Pathors, and to cap¬ 
ture or destroy the leaders, Mullon and Bukhcre, with their followers. 
That in event of success Rupees 250 will be paid down for each leader 
and Rupees 10 for each follower so captured or destroyed. 

(Signed) B. W. D. Morton, 

Deputy Commissioner. 

Ordered further, that the Dolloye be informed I am dissatisfied with 
his conduct and shall not fail to make enquiries on the spot as to his 



reasons for not having conveyed immediate intelligence of arrival of 
rebels in his illaqua. 

(Signed) B: W. D. Morton, 

Deputy Commissioner. 

Jowai, • ) • 

The 28 th June 1863.. j 

Memorandum from Lieutenant-Colonf.l J.C. IIaughton, Officiating Commissioner 
of Assam, on special duly,—(No. 17C., dated Moflong, the 4th July 1863-) 
ForwardeO for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Gover¬ 
nor to the Secretary to the (government of Bengal. 

From Captain B. W. D. Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jyn- 
teah Hills, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Haughton, Special Commissioner, 
Moflong,—(dated the 1st July 1863.) 

SIR, 

I have the honor to report to you as follows:— 

On Saturday last, the 27th ultimo, I received information that 
Ookma, the Lungdo of Jallong, whom you had sent out to the jungles 
to fetch in the rebels, lyid been set upon by a party of the latter under 
Mullon and Bukherc, that lie himself had been wounded, and his 
companions either detained prisoners or made away with. 

2. For reasons, which it is unnecessary to detail, I considered this 
story exaggerated. I did not think it expedient, however, to express 
my opinion. On the contrary I sent word to Jallong, calling upon the 
villagers to avenge the insult to which tneir Lungdo had been subject¬ 
ed. I further intimated my desire to hold a durbar at Jallong to 
concert measures for the apprehension of the rebel party. 

3. The headmen of the milage, in anticipation of my wishes, 
came in here on Sunday (28th ultimo) to meet me. They appeared 
much incensed at the conduct of their late confreres, and I deemed it 
proper to foster this feeling. They agreed to turn out a party of at 
least fifty strong in the pursuit, which, they said, they would keep up 
night and day. They asked for twenty police, as they said they had 
no muslfcts. I agreed and a rendezvous at Shilliong Muntang was 
finally arranged. 

4. I yesterday rode out to Nurtcng to arrange with the police 
officer for the requisite number of nonstables. Captain- Worsley, for 
several .reasons, w’as somewhat averse to his men acting in concert with 
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the Jallong volunteers. I folly felt the justice of his remarks, at the 
same time I was not inclined to risk a diminution of enthusiasm on 
the part of the villagers by withholding the support I had promised 
them. I accordingly proposed, and Captain Worsley agreed that 
a force of at least thirty constables should be sent who might acf 
independently of the men of Jallong should it be necessary. It wa!T 
arranged that the detachments at Saitliat and Barato should be 
withdrawn and the constables placed at my. disposal, with it view of , 
accompanying the Jallong volunteers. Further, that* a body of 
Jynteah police should accompauy me to Nengfloot. 

5. On my return to Jowai I learnt from Lieutenant Walcott, 
Assistant Commissioner, that% some men from Ralliong had brought 
news that the same party of rebels which had maltreated Ookma 
had since fallen upon a Bassan of Ralliong, who, it is said, was on 
their track, and had murdered him. 

Lieutenant Walcott had enquired whether the men of Ralliong 
would turn out in pursuit, and on receiving a reply in the affirmative 
had despatched the messenger to Ralliong with orders to organize a 
party immediately. * 

6. Much as these past outrages are to be regretted*, there can bo 
no doubt, I think, that they will result in a strong feeling against the 
rebels or rather murderous dacoits, and in our favor. You are well 
aware of the difficulty which has been experienced from first to last in 
tracking rebels. This* has been ow*ng to a deep seated feeling of 
clannishness, if I may so call it, on the part even of those otherwise 
perfectly friendly to the British Government. The conduct of Bukhere 
and his followers (for I question Mullon being of the party) will do 
much, if I am not mistaken, to neutralise this feeling. 

7. The measures which I propose adopting for the capture or 
destruction of the rebel party, which, from several accounts, appear to _ 
number some thirty, are briefly as follows :— 

8. Lieutenant Walcott, Assistant' Commissioner, with a party of 
twenty-five sepoys and ten police, starts this day for Ralliong. I 
intended to have posted him at Soomair, but with reference to the 
murder of the Bassan, and the withdrawal of the,Saithat police, I now 
think he will do best at Ralliong. I have ordered him to do his best 
to induce the Dolloyes ofShamphoongand Ralliong to despatch several 
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parties, not only in actual pursuit of the rebels, but" also to watch 
the neighbouring country. Lieutenant Walcott will hold himself in 
readiness to afford aid when required. 

9. I propose myself starting to-morrow for Shilliong Muntang 
with an escort of thirty men. I shall be joined at Nurteng by 

“Lieutenant Oldham and his Jynteah police, and at Shilliong 
Muntang I hope to meet the volunteers of the Jowai ill aqua and the 
constable's lately posted at Saithat and Barato. The movements of the 
volunteers and the police who accompany them will depend upon the 
intelligence which they mar get. I think it probable, however, that 
they will cross the Mundriang into the Mikir country. I propose 
taking up my position at Phlong ir. the Nongfloot illaqua aud 
employing the police under Lieutenant Oldham in hunting up the 
country between that and the Kopilli. 

10. I beg to suggest that the Nowgong police and the detach¬ 
ments of constables along the North Cachar bank of the Kopilli should 
be warned to be on the alert. Their moving about, so as to lead to the 
belief they were about to enter the Mikir country on the one hand, and 
Soomair on the other, would, I think, be productive of good. I further 
think that the Khyrim Rajah might assist us materially by posting 
parties along the Mokhain with the view of preventing the rebels 
doubling into his country. I liope to get the Dolloyes of Nurteng and 
Shilliong Muntang to throw out parties to watch their respective illaquas. 
I yesterday took the opportunity" of impressing upon the Nongfloot 
Dolloye that, either with or without their pleasure, both he and his 
people should assist Government to the best of their power. 

• 11. The preparations noted would, to a person unacquainted with 
the difficulties under which we labor, appear ludicrously extensive with 
reference to the objects in view. I am sure, however, you will admit 
that I have the best grounds for saying that, do my best, my chief 
hopes of success depend, in the main, on the temper of the volunteers 
of Jallong and other villagers. 

12. I have offered rewards as follows- 

Rs. As. P. 

For the capture or destruction of Mullon. 500 0* 0 

Ditto ditto of Bukherc ... 500 0 0 

Ditto any armed follower ... ... 30 Q 0 
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Memorandum friftn Lieutenant-Couwee J. C. Haughton, Officiating Agent 

to the Governor General. North-East Frontier,—(No. 27C., dated the 25th 

November 1803.) 

Fobwabded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor thfc Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

From Captain B. W. D. Mobton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyahand Jynteah 

Hills, to Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Haughton, Officiating Agent, Governor 

General, North-East Frontier, on special duty,—(dated the 21st November 1803.)' 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for your information, the sur¬ 
render to the Rajah of Khyrim of the following rebel leaders, viz. . — 
Bukhcre, of Ralliong* 

Mullon, of Mnnsow. 

OoKccang Sullch (Pathor), of Shamphooiig. 

2. These leaders and OoRecang Sooreli, of Jallong, who had pre¬ 
viously surrendered to Major Tkclwall, c. n., Commanding the 21 st 
Native Infantry, were brought to trial before me this day. 

3. I found satisfactory proof of all the prisoners having taken 
leading parts in the late rebellion. I found *it moreover proven that 
Mullon and Bukhcre liad led the party by whom,* in Nongfloot, 
Ookma Lungdo, of Jallong (the bearer of your perwannah), had been 
wounded, and two of ltis three associates bad been killed. 

4. I convicted Mullon and Bukhcre of aggravated rebellion against 
the Queen, and of having abetted’the cold-blooded murder of the 
two men alluded to. Respecting the guarantee as to life given by the 
Rajah of Khyrim, I yet deemed it my duty to sentence these two rebels 
to transportation for life. 

5. I could find no grounds for supposing that OoReeang Sooreli and 
OoKeeang Pathor had taken a more active part in the rebellion than 
OoBang, Dolloyc of Ralliong, and Ookat, Dolloyc of Shamphooiig. 
It appeared, on the trial, moreover, that the son of OoRecang Sooreli had 
one good service to Government, and had, in consequence, suffered 
at the hands of the rebels. Deeming the two prisoners *1 speak 
of fit objects of mercy I pardoned them, and directed their release on 
their each furnishing two sureties for their good conduct in future. 

6. I take this opportunity of bringing to your notice the excellent 
service of Rabon Sing, Rajah of Khyrim. I have the more pleasure 



( 208 ) 


in doing this, as I reported very unfavorably of him in my unofficial 
letters to Government last year. 

7. As I lately informed you, I fully believe that the surrender of the 
four men whose names I have given is in the main owing to the energy 
Of the police under Captain Worsley. The Rajah of Khyrirn has 
•ueted as middleman in the matter, and his services in that capacity have 
been very great. 


From J. Geoghegan, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Agent, Governor General, North-East Frontier, on special duty,— 
(No. 8080, dated the 9th December 1868.) 

SiK, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your endorsement 
No. 27C., dated the 25th ultimo, submitting a report from Captain 
Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills, 

Knkhere.of RnlUong. ‘ intclli S enec °f the surrender of the 

Million, of Muimow. rebel leaders named in the margin, and of 

OoKccung, of Shamphoong. D 

the result of their trial. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has perused this report with much 
satisfaction, and is glad to notice the favorable testimony borne by 
Captain Morton to the services of Captain Worsley and the police,’ and 
of Rajah Rahon Sing, of Kliyrim. You will have the goodness to 
convey to the Rajah His Honor’s thanks for the good services which he 
has rendered on this occasion. 


From F. B. Cockerell, Esq., Officiating Secretary to tlic Government of Bengal, 
to the Secretary to th e overnment of India, Home Department,—(No. 8222, 


dated the 14th December 1863.) 

Sir, 

I am directed to forward. 


Letter from Officiating Agent, Governor 
General. North-East Frontier, on special duty. 
No- 270., dated 2oth November 1803. 

Letter to Officiating Agent, Governor 
General, North-East Frontier, on special duty, 
No. 8088, dated 9th I 'ecember 1863. 

Letter ftom Officiating Agent, Governor 
General, North-East Frontier, on special duty, 
No. 49, dated 20th November 1803. 

Letter to Officiating Agent, Governor 
General, North-East Frontier,, on special duty, 
No. 8221 of this date. 


for the information of the Govern¬ 
ment of India, a copy of the cor¬ 
respondence, noted on the margin, 
relative to the surrender of the last 
of the ringleaders of the late rebel¬ 
lion in the Jynteah Hills who had 
hitherto held out, 

2. The rebellion having been 
finally suppressed, and all the noted 
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rebels disposed of, the Lieutenant-Governor has dissolved the Special 
Commission appointed under Act XI. of 1857 for the trial of offen¬ 
ders in the Jynteah Hills.* 

From Lieutenant-Colonel J. C» IIaugiiton, Officiating Agent, Governor General* 
North-EUat Frontior, on special duty, to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,—(No. 300., dated Moflong, the 3rd July 1863.) 

Sib, 

I have the honor to submit, for the information of the* IIon’hie 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the result of my inquiry into 
the causes of the late rebellion in the. Jynteah Hills, conducted 

No. 2285 of 27th March * n accordance ivitli the instructions contained 
1803 ’ in youti letter marginally quoted. 

2. In the report 'of Mr. W. J. Allen of 14th October 1859, and 
in the several reports which havo been made as to the causes of the 
rebellion, some notice has been taken of the mode in which Jynteali 
became a British possession; but I deem i’t necessary, to a clear under¬ 
standing of the actual facts and of the ideas which, it appears, some 
of the people hold, that a fuller statement of the circumstances should 
be recorded. I quote the following statement of the case from the 
letter of Lord William Bcntinck, Governor General of. ludia, to the 
late Rajah Jndro Sing of Jynteah :— 

3. " In the year 1821 three persons* subjects of your Government, 
were seized in the Sylhct district while in the act of dragging away a 
young man, and on their examination it appeared they had been sent 
by Oo Chun Rungbat Koonwar, brother-in-law of your late father, to 
seize a man for the purpose of offering him up as a sacrifice to the 
shrine of Kali, and that they were endeavoring to carry this abomina¬ 
ble purpose into effect when they were seized by the villagers and 
delivered over to the civil authorities. The men were tried, convicted, 
and punished, and an intimation was made to your late father to the 
effect that, if another instance should occur of a British subject being 
kidnapped for a similar purpose. His Lordship would immediately de¬ 
mand the surrender of the individuals at whose instigation the crime 
might have been committed, and that on proof of their having been 
instigators of the attempt, such individuals, however high in rank, 
would be publicly put to death, and that if the demhnd for the surrender 
of the individuals in question were not complied with, the Governor 
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General in Council •■would consider the Rajah as having taken the 
guilt upon himself and would proceed against him accordingly. 

4. “ Again in the year 1832 two British subjects were passing along 
the high road irj Assam when they were suddenly seized, carried up 
into the hills in the neighbourhood of Goba, and after Jjaving been 
'Becked with new clothes and jewels, they were led away to be sacrificed, 
together with two other persons, also subjects of this Government. 
One of the individuals first named succeeded in making his escape, 
and on his return to the plains he gave information of what had 
occurred, and, as his statement was corroborated by many collateral 
circumstances, there is no reason whatever to doubt the truth of what 
he said. The crime was perpetrated," it is to be feared, as regards 
the other three individuals, as they have never since been heard of. 

5. “ Since this period you have been repeatedly required by my 
Agents in Assam to surrender the guilty individuals, but all to no pur¬ 
pose, and there is even strong reason to suspect that you have not only 
wilfully screened the perpetrators of this horrible crime, but that you 
were cognizant of it yourself w'hile you were yet heir apparent during 
your father’s lifetime.” c 

6. His Lordship, in continuation, informed the Rajah that his pos¬ 
sessions in the plains were confiscated and that those in the hills would 
be so likewise if such crime occurred therein hereafter. 

7. On 15th of March 1835 Captain Lister, Commanding the Sylhet 
Light Infantry Battalion, in company with Mr. II. Inglis, then having 
local rank in the same Corps, proceeded to Jynteahporc with a strong de¬ 
tachment and, in supposed accordance with the instructions of Govern¬ 
ment, seized the whole of the Rajah’s property, real and personal, in the 
plains, leaving him the hills and what property he might possess therein 
only. 

8. The Rajah’s personal property, to the value of about a lac and a 
half of Rupees, apparently even including his clothes and cooking pots, 
was seized. This was, however, a measure of severity not intended by 
Government, and Captain Lister was directed to restore every thing but 
arms, ammunition, &c. He subsequently reported that he had 
done so. 

9. The Rajah refused to fetain charge of the hill territory stating his 
inability to manage it: in consequence it was resumed by Government. 
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A pension of Rupees 500 per mensem was assigned to the Rajah 
for his support, and he was directed to reside at Syllict. 

10. The surprisal of the Rajah and seizure of his property was 
looked upon as an act of treachery by the hill people. No formal 
notice of gur having assumed possession of the hill territory appears 
to have been given; nor any measure to have been taken for informiifjj 
the people of the cause of the change of Government; possibly because 
it was a matter of notoriety. 

* 11. From the early part of 1835 till 1855, a period of twenty 
years, the people of Jynteali, in the hills* appear to have been left 
almost entirely to themselves. They paid no taxes of any sort, and the 
Political Agent appears to have done little more than to confine the 
election of the Dolloyes or heads of districts. The people apPfcr to 
_ have been very well content* with this state of 

paragraph 25(1. things, which, however, was destined to have 


an end. 

12 On the retirement of Colonel Lister in 1854 the charge of 
the "hills -was rc-transfcrred to the Commissioner of Assam, and 
Air. Assistant Commissioner Hudson was de’putcd to discharge, under 
his supervision, the duties hitherto entrusted to Colonel'Lister and his 
Assistant, Lieutenant Cave. The interference with the people of Jyn¬ 
teali became more frequent. The lowing changes or threatened 
innovations took place between the date of Colonel Lister's departure 

and the second rebellion: 

A Police Thannah established at Jowai, 1855. 

Karkatee forms introduced. Enquiries made with a view to the 

resumption of Raj lands. 

Fisheries farmed out. 

Incineration of the dead prohibited witbm Jowai. 

Judicial Stamps introduced. 

House Tax introduced. . 

Repairs of village roads ordered to be made by tlic peqplc. 
Silt of the people prohibition to carry on»,. 

Income Tax introduced. 

13 As the people of Jynteah, though notoriously a troublesome 

ao «■* o£ y w 
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as to render their history for that period a dead blank in the English 
official records of the district, it will be a paattcr for consideration 
liow far these changes tended to produce discontent, or whether the 
rebellion was due .to any other causes. 

c 

14. The following is a list of the motives for rebellion-" mentioned 
by various persons at different times to the Government or to myself, 
viz .:— 

f 

1. A detirc to restore’ the Rajah of Jynteah or his family. 

2, A general desire for independence. 

5. The conduct or conversation of Native Christians. 

4. Destruction of sacred groves and desecration of sacred pools. 

5^ limitation of the term of office of the Dolloyes. 

6. Limitation of their judicial powers. 

7. Venality of our courts and officials. 

8. Oppression or denial of justice. 

9. The House Tax or oppression in the mode of its introduction. 

10. The Income Tax or the mode in which it was exacted. 

11. Disarmament of the people and prohibition to carry aims. 

] 2. Prohibition of incineration of the dead within the limits of Jowai. 

0 

13. Rumours of intended new taxes. 

14. Rumours of intended resumptions of land. 

15. Unpopularity, inaccessibility, or indifference of the late Deputy 

Commissioner. 

16. Interference of the police with religious ceremony at Jallong. 

17. The firing of the military guard on the people who came to 
give up their arms at Jowai. . 

15.. In conducting this enquiry I have availed myself of every pro¬ 
bable source of authentic information and have had many difficulties to 
contend with. The records of the Cherra office have been, for some years 
at least, in a very unsatisfactory, state. This difficulty has been aggra¬ 
vated by the burning of the Court House in April 1862, which caused 
the loss of many documents, and threw those remaining into greater 
confusion. The inhabitants of the hills, a very few excepted, can 
neither read nor write. They keep no account of time, have no nnmp« 
for days of the week. They are extremely ignorant, prejudiced, and 
npiruthful. Though not possessing the powers of invention of the 
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Bengalees they appear to equal them in other departments of lying 
and to be generally very averse to telling the plain truth with reference 
either to their friends or an enemy who may possibly injure them here¬ 
after. I have also, in mo%t instances, been under the necessity of 
employingjnterpreters, neither very competent, nor trustworthy. I 
have applied to the only two gentlemen resident in the lqjls, unconnect¬ 
ed with the civil administration, who, from their position, were likely 
to be able to givo information. From One, Colonel Richardson, a brief, 
reply has been received. I have not been favored with a reply from 
the other. The Rcvd. Mr. Jones had, prior to the commencement of 
the enquiry, furnished a statement, already before Government. 

16. I now proceed to state Sny conclusions as to the various motives 
alleged for rebellion in the order in which they have been already 
detailed. 

17. Major Rowlatt, Deputy Commissioner, who took charge of the 

Desire for the restoration of Cossyah and Jynteah Hills at the close of the 
the Jynteah Kajah. partial rebellion in 1860, was of opinion that 

it had been fomented by the late Rajah of Jynteah, the deceased Indro 
Sing, and that he merely withdrew himSdlf from the disturbance he 
had caused when he found rebellion was imminent. This seems very 
improbable to me, and I can find nothing more in support of such a 
belief than the assertions of some of the rebels themselves, disappoint¬ 
ed at his refusing to head them. Their statements appear to be entirely 
unsupported by collateral evidence. ‘Certain it is that the late Rajah 
gave intimation to the Magistrate of Sylhet of the probability of an out¬ 
break some days before it occurred; but the circumstances of that event 
were such as to render him strongly liable to suspicion ot complicity in 
it. In February 1860, when preparations were made for introducing 
the House Tax, a largo number of persons petitioned that if they were 
to be taxed it might be through the Rajah, and the Rajah's agent pre¬ 
sented an application to farm the revenue of Jynteah. On the refusal 
of these petitions disturbances ensued. It was very natural, therefore, 
that the Rajah should be supposed to have excited the disturbances. 
For a period of twenty-six years the people shewed no inclination for 
the restoration of the Raj. Since the rebellion commenced they have 
shewn no particular veneration for the late Rajah. Tljc rebel leaders 
opeqly affronted the Koonwars, his heirs, and plainly told them ofrWfl 
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occasion that if they did have a Rajah it would be one of their own 
ehobsing. The Khassia system of inheritance,, and government is much 
opposed to file preservation of family influence, inheritance being 
through the sister’s son. The Rajah has r no great motives for self- 
aggrandizement, and both himself and his direct desccndsyjts are soon 
‘ forgotten. I jjave not yet met a Cossyah who could name the late 
Rajah’s third predecessor, nor one who could tell me anything of the 
descendants of the former.Rajahs. I have no doubt whatever but that 
* the people, with a view to ridding themselves of the burdens and annoy¬ 
ances of our Government, looked to the project of a restoration of the 
Raj with favor; but this feeling appears to me to have had little connec¬ 
tion with the late Rajah or his heiis, and I am of opinion that no 
desire%>r a Rajah caused the rebellion. The desire, such as it was, 
rather arose out of the Circumstances which produced rebellion. 

18. A mere desire for independence cannot, in my opinion, be said 

to have caused rebellion. A sufficient number 

Desire for independence. . .... 

of more immediate causes will probably be 

shewn hereafter. 

19. The conduct of one'Native Christian employed under Government 

1 . . —I refer to Oo Sar alias Solomon—has been al- 

Conduct or conversation of 

die Native Christian*, lies- leged as a cause of rebellion ; but the only act 

Iructiou of sacred groves, &c. , . ... . 

charged against him connected with, or arising 
from his change of creed, the destruction of a monkey, would, in my 


opinion, have attracted little, if any, notice; hut for tile duty on which he 
was engaged, and though this act has been mentioned as a cause of the 
first outbreak by several witnesses it probably had little or nothing what¬ 
ever to do with the matter. It was, as far as I can ascertain, never men¬ 
tioned, till alleged by the ltajab of Jynteah’s 
hSfSatffi Bengalee Mooktear* who was put on trial lor 
Hrajmtted m the Superior jmyjjjg instigated the outbreak. Whatever 

veneration any of the Cossyahs may have for 
monkeys appears to be derived at second hand from the Hindoos. The 
conduct t of this’man as an official will be noticed hereafter. The 
Christians are accused of having desecrated the sacred groves and pools 
at Jowai, and this act has been prominently referred to by many 
as a cause of jebelfion. The fact is that the man to whom this 
desecration has been mainly attributed, Oo Don, DoUoye of Jowai, is 
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not, and never lias been, a Christian, although, like many other Cossyahs, 
he has renounced much of the superstition in which he was brought up. 
Both at Chcrra Poonjee and at Jowai numbers of CossyalA who arc not 
Christians, from motives of curiosity, or to pass away the time, attend the 
services oftlic Christians, and I have no doubt but that the effect of this 
and teaching generally has been gradually to undermine Cossyali super¬ 
stitions. It is quite natural, however, that the older men should look 
with regret at .the .declining respect paid to the objects conudctetl witl^ 
their religion, and feel some resentment towards those who are the 
cause of it. The desecration of the grovc^and pools at Jowiii is admit¬ 
ted never to have been a subject of complaint, though entirely uu- 

sanctioned by authority. It will appear 
hereafter that another* matter less likely to 
give offcnCb, arising out of an order by the 
Deputy Commissioner himself, was promptly objected to. There is 

a sacred grove at this placet, one-luilf of 
which has been cut down for potatoe cultivation 
by some of the pcoplej themselves without 
complaint or remark, yet on my arrival here 
the Lungdo or priest of the. village waited 
on me and requested I would prohibit the sepoys of my escort from 
collecting fuel in the other half.§ I liftve heard it attributed to Solo¬ 
mon that 1 he gave out that parents not send- 

§ I am informed that tie .... . , 

rented out the other half on the ing their children to the schools would be tmed, 

plea that it was not sacred. . ... , . . . , , 

but this has not been alluded to by any ol the 
witnesses examined. There is another statement said to have emanated 
from the school at Jowai, to the effect that any. one worshipping or 
divining according to Cossyah usage would be fined ; but this has only 
been mentioned by one witness not as being true, or believed to be true, 
but. as having been given out by the Dolloyc Maniek of Jowai to insti-* 
gate rebellion. No bitter hostility was shewn to the Christians during 
the rebellion, none were killed, and I believe only one was seized. 
It is true that the houses of the Christians at Jowai were bujgit down 
at the commencement of the rebellion, but this, I believe, rather 
arose out of their loyalty than their creed. On the whole I do not 
believe that the conduct or conversation of tliS Native Christians as 
such had anything to do with the rebellion. 


* Vide paragraph 25 of thin 
report. 


t Moflong. 


{ Vide Report of Sanatarinm 
Committee. 
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20. I now come to an other'class of alleged 

»uth$ n lf°VDoU^i ud Re! grievances. These, if in reality felt, are of 

Btricticm of their Uuure of office ver y 0 l,\ standing. The order linaiting the 
to twee years. 

authority of the Dolloyes was passed in 1841, 
&nd triennial elections were directed in 1850*, but the latter order does 
' not appear to hare ever been fully carried out. 

* Tide Allen’s Report, para- . , , 

graph m Both these grievances were mentioned by 

t Paragraph 201 . Oo Don to Mr. Allenf in 1858.. They have 

' now again been mentioned by -him only. If, 

as he says, and I believe hiiq, he paid so much as Rupees 380 for his 
office, he would of course feel dissatisfied at the prospect of having to 
pay. for a re-election once in three years. These grievances can have 
been generally but little felt, and can have been no cause for rebellion. 
21. The allegations of venality, oppression, or corruption on the 
part-of the ministerial officers of Government 

Venality of the courts and 

officials. Oppression or denial are generally vague. I shall reler to the police 
of justice. separately. A charge directly affecting per¬ 

sons in the employ of Government is contained in the statement of 
Oo Don to the effect that .lie paid Rupees 350 to the Mooktear of the 
late Mr. Inglis, son-in-law of the then Political Agent ; to Solomon, 
Interpreter, a Gold Mohur; to the Treasurer, Ram Mohun, Rupees 15., 
in order to ensure his appointment as Dolloyc of Jowai. It is in the 
highest degree probable that the Bengalee amlah and mooktears would 
take advantage of such occasions to make money and wonld endeavor 
to make the parties believe that their European superiors participated 
in the transaction. As the transaction is alleged to have taken place 
at least nine years ago it would, with Cossyahs for witnesses, be quite 
hopeless to attempt to establish the truth or falsehood of the statement 
now. Such transactions, even if common, would he no cause for dis¬ 
gust with a people who must have been accustomed to similar things 
from time immemorial. There are two similar cases alleged against 
Solomon. It is insinuated that he corruptly took money to procure 
the appointment of a Dolloye at Nurteng, and that he took by way of 
fine a sum of Rupees 500 from the Dolloye of Nongjoongee after the 
first rebellion. The first charge is likely enough to be true; the second 
is not, as it is extremely unlikely that the Dolloye could raise the 
AlB£»nt, and if he had done so, those who wets ready to accuse 
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Solomon at the time could not have failed to know it, and would not 
have failed to bring it forward. The Dolloye of Nongjoongce lias 
denied that he paid anything. The alleged acts <5f two police 
officers will'he noticed hereafter. None of the acts above referred 
to arc lilsply to have led directly to rebellion. The distance oftfie 
courts and the increased litigation, which may he mainly attributed 
thereto, the intrigues of native pleaders and the cost and delay in 
civil justice consequent, are extremely" likely to have caused*great a tyl 
increasing dislike to our rule. 

22. The introduction of the House Tax took place in the beginning 


The House Tax, its mode of 
introduction and realization. 


of 1860. Tl/e most influential of the people 
at oftce objected to it and desired that if 


* It is extremely improba¬ 
ble any such hopes were ever 
held out —vide Mr. Allen’s 
Keport, paragraph 203. 


they were to be taxed it might bo through 
their former Rajah. They also stated* that they 
had received verbal assurance from the former 


Political Agent, Colonel Lister, that they should never be taxed. These 
petitions were set aside and the taxation was resisted. The Tchsildar, 
Solomon, entrusted with the duty of making the first assessment, 
was driven out and an outbreak took pla<?c. The officer who had 
proposed the assessment, Mr. Assistant Commissioner Hudson, had 
recently resigned, and Mr. Assistant Commissioner Shadwcll, who 
took his place, was the only civil officer in the hills. He appears to 
have acted judiciously. He at once proceeded to Jyutcah with a 
military force and by prompt actioif and conciliation put an end to the 
disturbances. In the meantime the late Deputy Commissioner, Major 
Rowlatt, was deputed to take charge of the hill districts. The , 
tax was collected. I see no reason to doubt that the introduction 
of this tax was the cause of the first outbreak. The people felt 
justly that if the door was opened to taxation this would not be 
the only measure- of the sort which would be imposed upon them. _ 
It is very much to he regretted that before the tax was introduced 
an officer was not stationed in the hills to supervise it s operation, 
as apparently contemplated by Mr. Allen in his report, paragraphs 
268—273. Had an officer in the first instance been located in Jyn- 
teah much misconception would have been avoided. It wak never con¬ 
templated that paupers should be; taxed; hut I found, when latelyin 
Jyntcah, the impression very general that all houses, without exceptTbflJ"* 

28 
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were to be taxed; and if one of the witnesses who has tfeen examined 
ig^to be believed, the Telisildar first appointed levied the tax on persons 
who were onlji able to pay it by begging the amount. The tax in 
itself was extremely light, and the people in the aggregate were well 
able to pay it, but in my opinion the piode of its introduction was 
injudicious arid a cause of great discontent. 

23. There can, I think, be no two opinions but that the immediate 

introduction of a second tax into a country 

Income Tax. 

recently taxed for the first time was a measure 
extremely injudicious, and certain to be a cause of discontent. But 
such a tax as the Income Tax was one peculiarly unsuited to people in 
the circumstances of the lull tribes, who‘neither read nor write, and 
have no strangers resident among them possessing these acquirements. 
Moreover, the tax could not be legally levied, without very great .diffi¬ 
culty, by the means available. The difficulty appears to have been felt 
by the Deputy Commissioner and Commissioner, and it is to be regret¬ 
ted that the former did not avail himelf of the order contained in the 
letter of the Secretary to Government in order to exempt the people of 
Jyntcah, or that special application was not made on the subject. I do 
not think many of the people could give an accurate account of their 
income. I believe that the tax practically became one on property and 
not income, and that it was exacted from many persons who should have 
been exempted in the spirit of Section 130 of the Income Tax Act. The 
form of issuing some notices, &C., was gone through. The complaints 
against it were few, and no severities were used in collection, but scarcely 
any greater means of creating dissatisfaction could have been devised. 
The Commissioner of Assam was,»it would appear, deterred from 
making any strong representation on the subject of this tax by the 
consideration that it was equally inapplicable 
No. xxxix., page 04, para- to many portions of Assam m which he felt 
erapl ‘ 2 . 3 ‘ bound to introduce it. 

24. After the outbreak of 1860 Major Rowlatt partially disarmed 
the people. From a return furnished at the 
time it appears that arms as per margin were 
confiscated and destroyed. On the repre¬ 
sentation of the people that they could not 
hold their ordinary poojas and other ceremonies 


Disarmament tf the people. 

688 Shields. r 
475 Sword*. 

14 Guns and Pistols. 

76 Arrows. 
rSfOpegrs. 
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without arms, permission was given for four or five swords and shields in 
different villages. On g9th September 1860 Act XXXI. of that year 
was declared to be in force. The shields were burnt in the presence of 
the people and the swords wqre sent into Cherra, broken up, and sold. 
None oShtfee witnesses examined have mentioned this matter, but 
I am well satisfied that the act was intensely irritating to the pec/ple 
Vide Brigwlier-Gcncral without being effectual. In a country abound- 
tain Morton. Printed Records ***£ ^ WllCI HIliTCl£tl& tllC possession, of firms 
No. xxxix., page 140 . essential to the safety of the people, and the 

people of Jynteah are in the habit of using arms on all festivals. The 
arms, too, are on many occasions treasured heirlooms : probably not 
more than a tenth part wire given up. One wituess incidentally 
mentioned that the late Deputy Commissioner was nicknamed “ Tung- 
stee” or the •'‘Shield-Burner,” and I have noticed that the majority of 
the witnesses examined used this appellation when speaking of him, 
which was invariably translated “the %.hib,” “the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner," " " 


25. 


“or Major Rowlatt.” 

On 13th November 1856 the Darogali of Jowai reported that the 

Prohibition to the inrinem- s ‘l>°y s of tlle S uarJ had objected to the burning 

tion of the dead m Jowai. 0 f dead bodies at the burning place near the 

lines newlv constructed, and had applied to him to compel the people 

* i i 

to abstain. The Darogah solicited orders. The Assistant Commissioner, 
Mr. C. K. Hudson, directed the Darogah to enquire whether it had 
betja customary to hum in the place?referred to, and whether any par¬ 
ticular superstition attached to it. The Darogah called upon the ciders 
of Jowai to state their views. They replied that the burning place was, 
a very ancient one and that the usages and feelings of the people would 
be outraged by its suppression. On receipt of this report the Assistant 
Commissioner, Mr. C. K. Hudson, directed the suppression of the 
burrting place. 

In Juno 1860 the acting Naib Darogah of Jowai represented that 
the smell of a burning place, distant about one 
hundred and fifty yards from the#Thannah, 
was often sickening. Major Rowlatt, upon 
this, passed a summary order that the people 
of Jowai were in future to bum their dead at a place he namedsome 
distance from the village, and the police were directed to applWMfl# 


Vile Report of the Nnib 
Darogah and order on it, for¬ 
warded with ray letter No. DC. 
of 7ih February 1860. 

(Sd.) J. C. II. 
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and send in any one infringing the order. This, beyond a doubt, was 
excessively offensive to many people of Jowai. f 

26. From Conversations with well informed people I feel fully satis¬ 
fied that rumours of increased taxation were 

Humours of intended in- TT .„ _ , , 

crease of taxation and of in- current in the Jynteah Hills. ^ indeed it 
bended resumption of lands. , . 

■ appears certain that had the taxes under dis¬ 

cussion in 1860-61 been established by law, and had not the rebellion 
f&tcrveiiccT, they also would have been introduced. Some of the 
persons examined by me shew that the House Tax was objected 
to in the first instance, net because it was oppressive in itself, 
hut because it was felt that similar and increasing taxation 
would follow. .But there was, and “is, I believe, still, a very 
general impression abroad that it was, and is, the intention of Govern¬ 
ment to tax the people of the hills generally. 
pa^pi« r 27 t^d 20 «fund The Proposition no doubt has been frequently 

discus * d h y the dfficers in Char S C of the 

123 of 22 nd May 1880 , for- district, and all such discussions eventually 

wtirdca to Government with " 

Commissioner’s letter No. 82 find their way to the people. It was also pro¬ 
posed to resume the Raj lands and those held 
by the Dolloyes and, others. The enquiries made preliminary to, 
or in consequence of, these proposals were probably much misunder- 

* See printed Records No. stood > a “ d {t was rumoured that all lands 

xxxix., page 98. would* be taxed. Imposts of one sort or 

another were in fact appearing like mushrooms. Fisheries hitherto 
allowed by us to he free were taxed. Mr. Allen observed, in his report, 
t paragraph 274, that there were certain forests which should he farmed 
out to the people of the plains. In consequence, in June 1860 the right 
to cut timber in Norpo, Sath Poonjee, Lackadong, Sath Patlior, and 
Pancli Poonjee was sold to the highest bidder. In the two first districts 
it* was purchased by the Dolloye, and in the remainder by Mr. H. Inglis. 

This impostf usually takes the form of a tax 
Tlianuah lmve one ease of re- on the inhabitants for the privilege of cutting 
wstanee to its paj ment. house timber, thatching grass, fuel, and bam¬ 

boos. I have not had any complaint made to me on the subject, 
but I have nb doubt that when enquiry is made it will be found as 
‘ stated. 1 am unable .at present to enter upon it. In-i860 judicial 
“stWffTJnf wore also introduced. The petty holdings on’ which the hats 


Vide Mr. Allen’s Report, 
paragraphs 271 and 290 ; and 
vide Major Rowlatt’s letter to 
the Commissioner, Assam, No. 
123 of 22nd May 1860, for¬ 
warded to Government with 
Commissioner’s letter No. 82 
of 4th June 1860. 


* See printed Records No. 
XXXIX., page 90. 
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of the squatters within the station of Cherra were built were also assess¬ 
ed in the same year. None of the taxes or imposts appear to have 
been oppressive in their nature, unless, indeed/the " KborLttce Mclial” 
proves to have been so. The amounts realized were trivial and altogether 
unimportant, but I cannot doubt that the introduction of these various 
measures, following so closely on one another, really did create great 
.discontent. It is singular how many of the witnesses examined Jiy me 
repudiate the idea of disconctnt with taxation,-but it is alnvst impossible 
to doubt that great discontent from these causes existed; were it other¬ 
wise, the Cossyahs would be very different from the rest of their species. 

27. It is impossible that the late deputy Commissioner, associated 
as his name must be with many unpopular and 

Unpopularity, inaccessibility, 

or indifforeneo of the late Do- disagreeable measures, could be popular. The 
puty Coumussionei. designation given to him is in itself a proof 

that he could not be popular. No expressions of feeling personal to 
him, other than stated, have reached me.- I'believe him to he a con¬ 
scientious and zealous officer, over-anxious about particular measures, 
but ready at all times to listen to complaints he believed to be well 
founded; too long engaged perhaps in purely official routine to perceive 


readily that a different treatment was needed by his ifew charge than 
that he had been accustomed to use towards the' submissive and more 
yielding inhabitants of the plains. He appears to have been latterly 
almost entirely absorbed in the supervision of the road constructing 
from Shillong to Gowhatty. My belief is that if he had continued in 
Jynteah, or devoted more of his attention to that country when he 
thought it to be in a disturbed state, no rebellion would have occurred. 

28. There have been no general complaints of oppression on part of 


Tlic general conduct of the . 
Police. 

The interference with a reli¬ 
gious ceremony of Jallong. 

The firing of the Military on 
the crowd who had come in to 
deliver up their arms. 


the police, though one or two persons of 
Jowaii have alleged particular acts of oppres-, 
sion and have made vague charges of corrup¬ 
tion against them. Oo Don, formerly Qolloye 
of Jowai, who appears to have been loud 


Vide Report of Mr. W. J. 
Allen, paragraph 200. 

* This case must have occur¬ 
red after the rebellion com¬ 
menced, as the accused Thoolye 
only entered the police at Jo¬ 
wai a few days prior to the 
outbreak. 


against the police in complaints madt? to Mr. 
Allen in 1858, has only instanced one case,* 
not as yet proved, in addition to the Jallong 


affair, and he of all men was in the best posi¬ 
tion for hearing of such cases if they occunccTT* 
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The police doubtless were cornipt. The location of a thannah at 
Jowai must have been extremely distasteful to a people the most tur¬ 
bulent and independent in Jynteah, especially when so far removed from 
Jhe supervision 'of an European officer; but no such continued or 
grievous acts of oppression are shewn as to lead to the supposition that 
the general conduct of the police was a cause of dissatisfaction 
throughout the country. 

> 29. Before proceeding to record my opinion on the Jallong affair I 

may observe that one point to which my atteu- 
p^ge ■ >< u BeC ° rii8 N °’ XXX1X '’ tioiS has been specially directed is, whether the 
rebellion', was a preconcerted measure or not. 
Captain Morton, in his report dated 9th July 1862, gave it as his opi¬ 
nion that such was the case. 

30. The earliest hint of disturbances being likely to occur to be 
found on record is that arising out of the perwannah of Mr. Assistant 
Commissioner Shadwcll to the Darogah of Jowai, dated 25th October 
18G1, in which the latter is directed to enquire into the state of 
the people in consequence of rumoured disturbances. The reply 
of the Darogah, dated 8tli instant, is vague ,—“ Disturbances might 
break out if they took place elsewhere/’ It is to be remembered that 
Lieutenant Singer had been murdered not long previously and that dis¬ 
turbances had taken place in Nowgong, in consequence of which, at this 
very time, a detachment of 44th Native Infantry was marching vid 
Jynteah to Nowgong. Mr. Shadwcll has been questioned as to the in¬ 
formation on which the perwannah was issued, and he has stated in re¬ 
ply his belief that Ram Pathor and Oolong Ilavildar gave him some in¬ 
formation. Both these persons have befen examined, but deny that they 
gave any information at the time specified. I am inclined to believe that 
the perwannah was issued merely on the apprehensions arising out of 
the Nowgong disturbance. The evidence of Soorkhcc does not lead to 
the bqlief that what he heard was more than some expressions of dis¬ 
content from one notorious in this respect. The next document to 

* Printed Kecorda No. whichI will refer is Major Rowlatt’s reply* to 
xxxix., page l. the Circular of the Commissioner of Assam 

No. 656 of 14tli ^November 1861; it is dated Shillong, 21st 
Nov ember. He says ,—“ Outwardly the people shew no signs of dis¬ 
content or disaffection at the present time. I, however, from sources 
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af information 'Which I. have no reason to doubt, feel sure that it re¬ 
quires very little to excite them into open opposition to the enforcement 
of taxation, and that the imposition of any new tax woqjd be sure to 
be attended with serious consequences unless a small body of European 
troops was^ first located, &c., &c.” I have repeated^ heard it stated* 
that Major Itowlatt’s suspicions were first excited by the people pf 
Jowai refusing to furnish porters for his baggage, as usual, on the 1 ith 
November or thereabouts. Major llowlatt also refers to tiling eircum- 
. . . „ , „ stance in his letter No. 130* dF 30th April* 

xxxix., pages no and in. 18G2, to 1?rigadiev-Gcnei'al Sliowcrs. It is ad¬ 

verted to by Soorkhee Darogali in his ^vidence. Now this circumstance 
to my mind appears to be vcry*casily accounted for without supposing 
the people to have been in the least rebellious. The detachment of the 
44th Native Infantry had marched through Jowai about a fortnight 
previously aud had taken from the village one hundred porters. I be¬ 
lieve one hundred and twenty-nine was the number. I questioned the 
Dolloye and Darogali whether these men were paid up and discharged 
at the end of the stage or not; both asserted that they were. I find, 
however, among the reports made by the Danogah, one dated 14th No¬ 
vember, to Major Rowlatt, stating distinctly that eighty-six of the 
coolies had not been paid, and Mr. J. 13. Shadwoll’s order thereon, 
dated 18th November, that the matter should be enquired into on the 
return of the officer commanding the detachment from Assam. This 
+ Since writing it has been would appear not to have taken place for a 

p^dtothf ltuce^CWW month more > alld if P aid + at a11 U is clear that 

the Olfleor Commanding 44th the men who had carried the baggage of the 
Native Infantry on 1 ith Da- 

cember ism. detachment were left unpaid for three weeks or 

more and to the time of Major Rowlatt’s arrival. It is therefore not 
to be wondered that they were disinclined to serve Major Rowlatt. 
That officer, in his letter No. 6 of 3rd January 1862, to the Commis-. 
sioner of Assam, says,—-"I have nothing further to report in continu¬ 
ation of my letter No. 331£ of 21st Idem, j; 
prinL^ITrdT No® XXXIX.' regarding the state of public feeling in this 
p»ge i- district.” This appears tolerable evidence that 

§ idem, pago No. ill. nothing further had occurred to pxcite suspi¬ 
cion in the interim; but Major Rowlatt, iu his letter No. 130§ of 30th 
April 1862, to the address of Brigadier-General Showers, says, 
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therefore seems to me that up to last November there was nothing to 
shew an outbreak was impending, though there doubtless must have 
been discontent working in the minds of the disaffected, especially 
amongst the people of Jowai, but it did not come to the surface till about 
,the middle of'tl^jt month, when, on my visit to that village^ I plainly 
saw that something was brewing, though, from what I cduld gather, it 
seemed probable that no disturbance would be attempted till February 
or March, which latter was the month when they had broken out before 
• in 1860." * 

“ From the time that I saw signs of the coming storm I wrote 
continually, both publicly and privately, to the Agent, Governor-Gene¬ 
ral, fully detailing all I had heaVd and observed.” ****** 

81. From all the evidence that has come before me I draw the 
conclusion that the rebellion was not premeditated. The people were 
no doubt in an irritable state, and Major Rowlatt would have done 
well to have taken the advice the Jemadar, Kurruck Sing, alleges he 
gave him and devoted himself to pacifying the people. Search has 
been made both in the records of the Commissioner’s Office at Gow- 
hatty, and also the Deputy Commissioner’s at Chcrra, but no documents 
prior to the one I am about to refer to, other than those already speci¬ 
fied, giving the least hint of disturbance being in prospect, arc to be 
found. 

82. On 4th January 1862 Soorkhee Darogah reported from; Jowai 
that the people of Jowai, Jallong,c.Luttobere, and Shermongwcre con¬ 
sulting with other Dolloyes to bum the thaanah and guard. This 
document was forwarded by Mr. J. B. Shadwell, as appears from his 
endorsement, to Major Rowlatt on 6th January, and returned to him on 
the 10th idem. It does not appear to have caused any action on the 
part of Major Rowlatt further than to induce him to request the officer 

, commanding 44th to furnish him with personal escort, which was 
ordered on the 10th. On the 14th January he wrote to the Magistrate 
of Sylhet informing him that he heard disaffected Cossyahs, intending 
to carry off the Rajah from Sylhet by force, were buying arms, &c., and 
requested the necessary precautions might be taken. On the next day, 
however, he ( proceeded towards Gowhatty to supervise the road, and it 
was while engaged on this business that on the 21st he learnt the guard 
at Jr>wai had been attacked four davs nreviouslv. via,. 6n the 17th. 
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Troops were called for and lie reached Jowai on the 25th, or eight 
days after the outbreak lyul commenced. I think I am warranted in 
concluding that rebellion was not imminent before the 3rd January 

* Vide printed Records No. l . SG ~ Il)l1eed Mi *j 0r Hopkinsou Writes* 
XXXIX., i>mf« 9Uj paragraph 2. thus,—“On 18th January I got a note from 

him telling me that matters appeared to he pretty quiet in the Jynteah 
direction, but that he was still going to Jowai and was then about to 
set out. lie went, satisfied himself that all. Nvas well, started to returir 
to his head-quarters again, but while ou his first march received the 
news that the country was up, that the 4hannah at Jowai laid been 
burnt to the ground, and the guard'tjlerc besieged.” It is quite clear 
from this that up to the date of .the note Major ITopkinson refers to 
no immediate apprehension of disturbance was entertained. Major 
Ilopkinsoxi was mistaken in supposing that Major llowlatt went to 
Jowai, that officer having gone to supervise the new road to (lowhattv. 

33. The only sources of information from which .1 have been able to 
obtain a clue to the date of the Jallong poqja arc the evidence ofSoor- 
khee Darogah and the statements of the Kcvd. M r. Jones. These 
shew it took place about the 28th or 29th December 1801. 

34. The witnesses examined, both Cossyahs lately in rebellion and 
those who have continued stedfast in their allegiance, almost without 
exception attribute the rebellion to tbc interference of Soorkhcc Daro¬ 
gah with the ceremonies at Jallong. I am inclined to believe that none 
of those present at that affair have told the whole truth. The state¬ 
ment that Soorkhcc was drunk on the occasion is only mentioned by 


the Sepoy Jemadar; hut it is probable that all parties present were, 
more or less, in liquor, as drinking is usual on such occasions. It is 
also probable that the dispute went beyond mere words, or the Darogah 
would not have sent to the guard for the aid of sepoys. His illness^ 


that night and sudden recovery is very well accounted for on the sup¬ 
position that he got drank and was thrashed. His silence regarding 
what took place at Jallong, his denial of what 
Tide M»jor Bowlfttt’a No. j } ias s j nce admitted, shew that lie Was eon- 

111 of 0th Aprill8H2,toSccre- 1 , TT , , , 

taiy to Government, at page sc i 0 us he was in the wrong, lie nad no orders 
k°x 6 xix“ ' to seize or search for arms and teas not war- 


t He could not pretend that rantedf in doing so under Act XXXI. of 1860. 
puwr^Ind'Sd^nder It is difficult to conceive any act more calculator 
Section 26. 0 n 
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to arouse the angry passions of the people than this attempt publicly 
to disarm them, and on such an occasion. Consequently we find con¬ 
sultations for' rebellion at once, and within the week notice to the 
Darogah that his. tliannah would be burnt, and within twenty days 
actual rebellion. 

•15. It is clear from Major Itowlatt’s statement that no intimation 
or complaint about the interference at Jallong reached him at the time. 
Manick fiollpye asserts that he did complain both to Mr. Sliadwcll 
and Major Rowlatt, and his statement is, in a measure, supported by 
that of Motliooranath, who saw him at Youdoe, apparently about the 
14tli January, i. e., five or six days before witness left for Clicrra, or 
five or six days before Major llowlatt’s return from the Gowhatty road. 
It is possible that he did come and malic some statement which was not 
understood or remembered by Major Eowlatt, for Solomon, who scarce¬ 
ly could have motive for falsehood, positively asserts the fact. On the 

’ other hand Ookma Lungdo’s statement renders 

* It also appears that . 

Solomon joined his appoint- it improbable that he should have done so, 
tneut at Cherra on the 25th , , . . . 

December, and therefore before and Mr. Sliadwell positively asserts no com- 
the Jallong Pooja. . , i j. i • * 

plaint was made to him.* 

36. It has been asserted that the rebellion was caused by, or at 

Firing of the Military on the any rate precipitated by the conduct of the 
people at Jowai. military guard at Jowai in firifig on a crowd 

of persons who came to give up their anns. There is not the slightest 
ground for attributing any misconduct to the guard in this matter. 
The evidence shews that the people were in a state of rebellion. No 
one has asserted that a larger number than ten to fifteen carried arms 
at the Jallong pooja; but two or three hundred appeared at Jowai 
armed, and among them people from all parts of the country. It is 
needless, to go further into this matter, for only one witness, Oo Loi, 
has even hinted that people who came to’ Jowai armed came with 
peaceable intentions, and it is shewn that the first shot was fired by 
the rebels. The Jemadar of the guard, Kurruck Sing, of the 44th Native 
Infantry, a Goorkha, seems to me to have behaved with great gallan¬ 
try an<|; forbearance during the eight days which elapsed between the 
appetence of the enemy and the relief of his post. 

37<* It now remains for me to sura up the causes which appear to have 
brought about the rebellion in Jynteah. These may be very briefly stated 
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38. Taxation was introduced without the supervision with which 
such a measure should Jiavc been accompanied. It was followed up 
by lrcsh taxation and rumours of other taxes, also by fiscal and other 
innovations, which tended to disturb the minds of the people, without 
any counterpoise, such as .might have resulted from the continue*! 
presence of an European officer. While in a discontented and irritable 
state the people were excited into rebellion by the insolent and gratu¬ 
itous interference of a police officer, who studiously kept hi# proceed¬ 
ings from the knowledge of his absent superior. 

39. There were doubtless many comparatively trifling matters 
not referred to by atiy of the people w^ieh at such a time must have had 
an effect, and which at any other time would have passed unnoticed. 

rw. Major iwutt’s lottor Amon S these 1 may notice the order to repair 
• : ! ll ," l 0 :,l,lll i A r' Ivviv roads from'village to village, an innovation 
in Jyntcah. This latter matter affords an 
illustration of the extreme difficulty which as yet exists in learning 
the truth. While in Jyntcah I observed, in ouc or two places, pieces 
of new road in a style far superior to the ordinary ones of the country. 
They had evidently not long been made, f naturally enquired whe¬ 
ther these roads were Government roadsf^or whetlny they had been 
made by order of Government officers, and in each case received the 
same reply that they had been mad! by the people of their own mo¬ 
tion. 1 learn, however, from the diaiy of the thannah at Jowai that 
in one instance the order to repafr roads was resisted, and that the 
offending parties were directed to be sent in to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner, but were not sent in, the opposition having been abandoned. 

40. In conclusion I wish to record that I have, as far as possible, 
allowed the witnesses to make their statements entirely unchecked, 
and have taken them down, as nearly as possible, in their own words. 


These examinations had to serve several purposes in addition to that* 
of eliciting the causes of rebellion, which will account for their being 
drawn out to what might otherwise appear an unnecessary length. 
The fact that it was nqt improbable several df the persons examined 
would be placed on trial for their own conduct has prevented me from 
sifting their statements by cross-examination. The evideift reluctance 
of others and reasons of policy have induced me to withhold enquiry 
in many instances in which it was otherwise desirable. 
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